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A Long Way by Grace  Hosea 2:14-23 
Trinity CRC, October 27, 2019 AM Rev. Richard deLange 
Celebrating three big wedding anniversaries & Lord’s Supper  

Beloved Bride of Christ,  

Could you do what Hosea did? Could you still love her after all she’s done 
wrong? They didn’t have the years of marriage behind them like the couples we are 
celebrating in our church this morning. Not 65, not 50. I don’t believe we know 
exactly how long but it lasted for several years while they had at least three 
children. It seems like Gomer cheated on Hosea during their honeymoon and never 
stopped! I remember a friend of mine in college who had that happen to him on his 
honeymoon. That marriage ended almost before it started! But today we are looking 
at a husband who goes out looking for his adulterous wife and tenderly embraces 
her. His mind and heart are full of love for his wayward bride. Could you be that 
loving to someone who treated you so poorly?  

It’s what Hosea did. It’s what God does. It’s truly amazing.  

Imagine the words of that old Elvis Presley song “Love Me Tender”. Except 
the husband is doing the tender loving, not asking for it. He’s the one who loves her 
tender, loves her sweet, never lets her go. She has not done anything to make his 
life complete but he loves her so! You can hear his heart singing, “For my darlin’ I 
love you. And I always will.” And as he loves her tender the hope and prayer of his 
heart is that she will respond with, “love me tender, love me long, take me to your 
heart. For it’s there that I belong and we’ll never part! Love me tender, love me 
dear, tell me you are mine. I'll be yours through all the years, till the end of time.” 
That could only feel like a pipe dream to Hosea at this point in the story. But 
perhaps Gomer’s heart is softening. He could only hope it is.  

When it comes to Israel, she’s hooked on Baal worship. Her heart has grown 
cold toward the Lord. But our covenant keeping God is never out of options. He 
decides to keep loving Israel, to keep reaching to her heart, to win her back from 
her Baal allegiance. He’s not giving up. Praise God! He does not give up!  

A Tough Place to Hear Better  

Our reading today begins with God saying, “I’m going to lure Israel into the 
desert and speak tenderly to her there.” It sounds a little weird. It’s not like saying, 
“I’ll take her to an island resort and love her tender.” No, it’s more like, “I’ll place her 
on a bed of nails before I tell her how much I love her.” The island resort plan 
sounds like it might be much more successful. What do you think?  

The truth is that we don’t think like God. You see, because Israel had 
forsaken or forgotten God, as v.13 makes clear, God begins v.14 by saying, 
“Therefore…” In other words, since she has forgotten me, I’m going to allure her 
into the desert.” Allure is not a real common word today, even in English. We might 
say “seduce” but that could be confused with sexual actions. So let’s stick with 
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allure, It’s good to hear it as a romantic word. Young men allure when they want to 
win the heart of a young lady. They pour on the charm. They take a shower, put on 
aftershave, brush their teeth, and dress up. They take that special lady to a nice 
place and probably say sweet things to try to win her over. That’s alluring.  

God allures Israel but in a different way. He’s going to take her to a place 
where she’ll have ears to hear. He’s removing her from the place where all she can 
hear is the screams of the Baal prophets and all she can see is a life of whoredom 
she has grown accustomed to. But that quiet place where she can hear better is the 
desert. It’s not a literal desert in this case; Israel is going to be sent into exile. She’ll 
be captured and exiled from her land. The talk of going into the desert, however, is 
an allusion to the 40 years Israel spent in the desert between the time she came out 
of Egypt and the time she entered Canaan. When Israel went into the desert there 
were complainers and skeptics coming out of the woodwork left and right. But after 
40 years, whenever the pillar of fire or cloud moved, Israel moved. And when it 
stopped, they stopped. Those 40 years in the desert were a time where the people 
learned to trust the voice of their Shepherd and follow him.  

Friends, the deserts of life aren’t necessarily our enemy. You can talk to any 
of the three couples whose anniversaries we are celebrating today. In 50 and 65 
years of marriage, you go through trials of many kinds. We don’t willingly go there. 
None of us will choose a desert time. But when we are called to go through them, 
we can—and we should—face them knowing that God will meet us there.  

A person who has dealt with depression and anxiety wrote, “The desert is a 
place of desolation and isolation. No food. No water. Nothing to sustain you. 
Obviously, ‘desert experiences’ are not pleasant, even painful. The desert is a place 
where nothing natural will sustain you. It’s a place where things don’t always go the 
way you planned. Sometimes, it’s a place where you question your own faith in 
God–a place that reveals your heart…. It’s not pleasant. It’s a difficult place to be. 
But, it’s also a place where God becomes your source: 

Your source of peace. 
Your source of rest. 
Your source of provision.” 

You all know the trial my family endured in 2018. I understand now that this 
woman with depression is talking about. We can know that God brings us into 
deserts to enhance our sense of his love for us, to help us hear him better again, to 
draw us close. Yes, it may be difficult, and it may be lonely. But our Lord is with you 
and, as you reach back to him, you’ll discover his loving hands holding you and his 
loving eyes watching over you and his tender voice speaking words of love to you. 
You’re in a better place to hear him. You may be in the desert but there you 
discover that you’re in God’s heart.  

A Door of Hope to Move Forward  

That’s why he also offers a door of hope to Israel. And that door of hope is 
amazing in contrast to the Valley of Achor. Listen to v.15.  
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Hos 2:15 There (in the desert) I will give her back her vineyards,  
and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.  

There she will sing as in the days of her youth,  
as in the day she came up out of Egypt.  

Do you remember what happened in the Valley of Achor? Think back to the book of 
Joshua and the first city that Israel was slated to conquer. Do you know which one it 
was? It was Jericho, one of the strongest cities in Canaan! Remember? Israel 
simply walked around it and the Lord gave it into their hands. But he also said that 
everything in the city was to be devoted to him. That meant that nothing was to be 
taken by the people.  

However, Joshua 7 reveals the story of Achan. Achan couldn’t resist all the 
good things he saw in Jericho. His eyes were filled with lust, greed, desire when he 
saw the beautiful Canaanite clothes and the silver and gold. Regardless of what 
God said, Achan thought no one would notice if he kept a few nice things he found 
there all for himself. So he hid them in his tent. But when the army went to fight the 
next town, they lost. It was baffling. In comparison, it was like they’d won a battle 
against Edmonton, but when they came to Stony Plain they were defeated. It didn’t 
make sense. How could they defeat mighty Jericho and be defeated by little Ai? 
When Joshua asked the Lord what was going on, the Lord told him that Achan had 
defiled the nation. As a result, the evil was purged. Achan and his whole family and 
animals were killed and their bodies and all their possessions were burned and 
buried in the Valley of Achor. Achor means trouble, because that’s where Achan 
brought trouble on Israel.  

I don’t know about you, but I can think of many times when I have not lived 
up to God’s commands and directions. We all deserve the punishment of Achan 
since we’ve all sinned against God and one another. And here, through Hosea, the 
Lord shows Israel that he’s going to turn things around for them. His love for them is 
so great that he won’t punish them forever. They will face a desert time in exile but 
he’ll restore them. Give back their vineyards and reverse the curse of Achor. He’ll 
turn their trouble around. Just like he changed the names of Gomer’s children from 
Not Loved to Loved and Not My People to My People, so now he was turning 
Achor/trouble around. He’s creating a new opportunity for this people, a new door of 
hope for a brighter future.  

We’ve all done stuff that we’re not proud of. I hear it from people all the time. 
And it’s such an honour and blessing to remind people of Christ’s work in our 
behalf. We shouldn’t take it for granted, like, “O, it was easy for him to die for my 
sin. It’s no big deal.” I honestly don’t see that sort of reaction that much.  

More often I see people who feel so bad for their sins and simply need to get 
their heart to rest in what Jesus has done for us. And when they do, the grace of 
God that turned away their trouble and begins to transform their life. They know that 
God has a brighter future for them, a new door to go through. A new vision for our 
life. New power to help us overcome our shame, guilt and temptation. A bright 
future where we can share the power and love of God with others who are looking 
to turn away from trouble. The love of God makes us want to change!! When we 
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truly understand the grace of God after being in our deserts, it makes us want to 
flee from that place and embrace new life in Christ where he opens the door to new 
opportunities for us to live and shine for his glory in the world.  

Hosea called Israel to live in anticipation of the day when God would restore 
them. See his love for you, Hosea says. Know that he’s not going to leave you in 
the desert—in exile under Babylonian powers. He’ll restore you. And he promises 
the same to us through Christ. Israel’s return from exile foreshadowed the day when 
Jesus the Messiah would come to release them—and us—from our sin. Immanuel 
would ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely exile. And we, similarly, live in 
anticipation of knowing that the deserts and hard places we find ourselves in are not 
a curse from God. They are place, where—if we’ll learn to trust him—we’ll discover 
that his love is sweeter than anything this world has to offer. We move forward 
through the door of hope opened for us through Jesus.  

A Guaranteed Change to Come  

As the chapter continues we see a huge change being prophesied. And 
unfortunately I don’t have time to go into great detail but I just want you to see that 
the attitude of Israel changes by v.16. The Lord has lured her into the desert and 
spoken tenderly to her. He’s warmed her heart with his love and then, he says, 
she’s going to come back and want to be my wife.  

Hos 2:16 “In that day,” declares the LORD,  
“you will call me ‘my husband’;  
you will no longer call me ‘my master.’  

17 I will remove the names of the Baals from her lips;  
no longer will their names be invoked.  

There are two Hebrew words for husband. One is translated as “my husband” in 
these verses and other as “my master.” My master, however, is also one of the 
words used for Baal.  

You see what’s happening here? There’s covenant or marriage renewal 
about to happen. Baal’s name, my master, will be gone from the lips of God’s 
people and they are going to return to the Lord alone as their husband. The 
following verses flesh that out more. We hear words that harken back to Genesis 1 
when God first made a covenant with Adam who was to rule over the beasts and 
birds and creatures. The same words used in v.18 as Genesis 1, where the 
covenant or marriage between God and mankind was first established. Then comes 
allusions to the end of time when all things will be made new, reminiscent of Isaiah’s 
proclamation that the lion and lamb will lie down together and there will no more 
war, suffering or death. Revelation 21 sees this fulfilled ultimately in Christ. This is 
all about God saying to Israel that they’ll be in an intimate relationship like marriage, 
where there is mutual love, trust and respect.  

God says in v.19, “I will betroth her forever.” So the bottom line is that the 
curse is reversed.  

Hos 2:23 I will plant her for myself in the land;  
I will show my love to the one I called ‘Not my loved one.’  
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I will say to those called ‘Not my people,’ ‘You are my people’;  
and they will say, ‘You are my God.’ ”  

It’s covenant renewal. It’s restoration of the blessings of being the bride of God. And 
that’s all possible through Jesus who pays the price for our sins, guaranteeing a 
new identity for us. Guaranteeing the new life that will be ours for eternity.  

Today, then, look at your brokenness. Look at your sorrow. Look at your sin. 
Look at your desert experiences. Now remember and believe that Jesus has lifted 
the curse, he has conquered sin and all its effects on you and me. He has reversed 
the sentence that should fall on us. He’s alluring us with his love. He really does 
love us. And as we focus on his love, as we focus on Jesus the fullest expression of 
God’s love, we’ll get closer to him. And the closer we get, the more the desert 
experiences pale and lift. Instead, we know and live in the comfort of our salvation 
and the hope of a brighter future under his control now and perfection when he 
returns. The book of Revelation sees that time as a day when we gather for the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. We are the Holy City prepared as a bride. Our 
relationship is fully restored. It is covenant life at its best. It’s a time to celebrate.  

So today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper together in anticipation of that day 
when Jesus returns. And we celebrate in thankfulness to him for his first coming 
and victory over sin for us. Because of him, we can know the love of God is ours 
now and always will be. We are his and he is ours. We live and move and rest in his 
amazing grace.  
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