
CHURCH RENEWAL LAB 
SCRIPTURE READING GUIDE V 

“Justice and Mercy” 
 
As a church this Advent season we will be focusing on the theme of “Feeling the Wait.” For centuries, God’s 
people waited on the long-expected Christ to come and save them. Even now as we remember the birth of 
Christ, we too wait for his second coming where everything will be made right again. But waiting isn’t easy. 
While we wait, we feel the weight of the brokenness of our lives and of the world. Our congregational 
readings this month ask us to take a look at God’s view of “Justice and Mercy.” It asks us to open our hearts to 
those who live under an especially heavy weight because of their place in society as they wait for God to make 
things right. 
 
Advent Week 1 (Nov 25-29):  Justice defined as equality 
 Day 1: Lev 19:9-18  Q: Are we treating ALL of our neighbors equally? 
 Day 2: Deut 16:18-22 Q: Do we ever let our selfish ambitions cloud our view of true justice? 
 Day 3: Ps 33:1-5   Q: If we defined justice as showing God’s love to others how would that change our approach? 
 Day 4: Ps 99:1-9   Q: How does knowing that the Lord reigns and the King is mighty shape how we carry our   
         justice? 
 Day 5: Ps 106:1-5  Q: How does worship and praise fit into our view of justice? 
 
Advent Week 2 (Dec 2-6):  Leading up to justice and mercy  
 Day 1: Ps 112:1-10  Q: How do and should we use our resources to carry out Justice? 
 Day 2: Prov 21:1-31 Q: In a world with so much pain and suffering how can vs. 15 bring encouragement to us? 
 Day 3: Prov 28:1-6  Q: How can we learn to do what is right? (Focus on vs. 5) 
 Day 4: Prov 28:10-14 Q: Does our church or do I have as an individual have things to confess and renounce? 
 Day 5: Prov 29:1-27 Q: What difference can justice and mercy make in our world today? 
 
Advent Week 3 (Dec 9-13):  The church called to show justice and mercy to all nations 
 Day 1: Isa 1:16-17  Q: What are we doing to actively defend the oppressed? 
 Day 2: Isa 30:15-21  Q: What does it mean to wait on the Lord? 
 Day 3: Isa 51:1-6  Q: Who is God calling us to reach in vs. 4 through his justice? 
 Day 4: Isa 58:1-14  Q: Who are you striving to serve through all your actions? Yourself or God? 
 Day 5: Isa 61:1-11  Q: What does God promise to give to those who show his justice to the nations? 
 
Advent Week 4 (Dec 16-20):  God calls us to be a people of mercy and justice 
 Day 1: Hos 12:1-6  Q: What is required with returning to God? 
 Day 2: Amos 5:21-27 Q: Are we as a church ever caught in the trap of words without actions? 
 Day 3: Micah 6:1-8  Q: What does God require of each of us? Do we do this? 
 Day 4: Micah 7:14-20 Q: How can we strive to be people with God shows in vs. 18? 
 Day 5: Zech 7:1-14  Q: In what ways are we going to “Administer true justice, show mercy and compassion to one 
         another …”? 
 
Christmas Week (Dec 23-27):  Taking a closer look in our own lives 
 Day 1: Matt 9:9-13  Q: Are we as individuals and as a church more concerned about the healthy or the sick? 
 Day 2: Luke 18:1-8  Q: How persistent are we with our prayers and actions? 
 Day 3: Rom 3:21-31 Q: Have we as a church come to grasps with the concept that we are sinners? Then after we  
         know the depth our sin do we recognize the power of the grace that justified us? 
 Day 4: Rom 12:1-21 Q: How much are you willing to give up? Are you willing to give your life up? 
 Day 5: Heb 4:1-16  Q: How seriously do we take confession? Personally and as a church? 
 
 
 


