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Sermon Series Devotional: 

  

II 
Sola Scriptura 

 “Scripture Alone”  



People of God at Trinity CRC, 

In recognition of the 500th year anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, 
we will be devoting the next few weeks to looking at the Five Solas: 

Soli Deo Gloria – glory to God alone 
Sola Scriptura – by Scripture alone 
Sola Fide – by faith alone 
Sola Gratia – by grace alone  
Solo Christo – through Christ alone 

These slogans are basic summaries of the Reformers’ theology and, as a 
result, our theology too. We’ve made a devotional to coincide with the 
week’s sermon. Each devotion has a Scripture passage for the week in a 
different translation, a reflection on a different aspect of the sola, some 
questions for discussion, and a prayer. It is our hope that you will use these 
devotions daily with your family or in your individual quiet time. Take them 
to work, read them before dinner, or when you wake up. Allow yourselves 
to dwell on the passage of Scripture, chewing on the same few verses 
throughout the week. Really give thought to the questions and allow the 
Holy Spirit to speak; ask them in a way your children will understand.  

It is our prayer that these daily devotions will add to your understanding of 
the Reformed faith and appreciation for our great God.  

May the Lord bless us as we enter into this time, 

Pastor Michael and Pastor Rich 
  



Sola Scriptura 
 “Scripture Alone”  

Day 1 

Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NRSV) 

All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to 
God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

Reflection: What does “Scripture alone” mean? Does it mean that we throw out 
all church traditions, human reasoning, and personal experience? Does it mean 
that all of our knowledge must come from the Bible? Not at all. The 16th century 
Reformers knew that humanity was sinful. Our traditions, reasoning, and 
experiences are all tainted by the stain of our sin. Because all Scripture is 
inspired by God, we confess that it alone “contains the will of God completely 
and that everything one must believe to be saved is sufficiently taught in it”—its 
teaching “is perfect and complete in all respects” (Belgic Confession Art. 7). 
Compared to all other forms of knowledge and authority, the Bible is supreme 
because it is God’s Word to us. Tradition, reasoning, and experience are useful, 
but they must be subject to Scripture. 

Questions for Reflection: 

1. What competes for authority in your life? Is it your own reasoning? Church 
tradition? 

2. Is it difficult for you to give Scripture the place of supreme authority? Why 
or why not? 

Prayer: Father in heaven, thank you for revealing yourself to us in your perfect 
Word. In the power of your Holy Spirit use your Word to equip us for every good 
work you’ve prepared for us. Train us in righteousness to the praise and glory of 
your name. Amen.  



Sola Scriptura 
 “Scripture Alone”  

Day 2 

Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. 

Reflection: How many of you wear glasses? You’ll probably be able to relate to 
this statement: “[Scripture] is the indispensable pair of glasses which we with our 
sin-blurred vision must now wear in order to discover the meaning of creation, 
history, Christ, religion, and all the rest” (Gordon Spykman, Reformational 
Theology). As a result of the Fall, we no longer see clearly. Our vision is blurry 
with sin. In order for us to see God clearly we need to put on our glasses. We 
see God through our sin-blurred vision with the glasses of Scripture. God has 
revealed himself to us in the Bible. In his Word and through the help of the Spirit 
we get a clear picture of the story of salvation through Jesus Christ. Scripture 
alone is completely reliable and trustworthy in helping us to see and know God.      

Questions for Reflection: 
1. What would it be like to try to know God without the Bible? (I imagine it 

would be like having mud on our eyes or glasses!) 

2. What does it mean for the Bible to be completely reliable and trustworthy? 

3. Is there any part of our lives that the Bible does not speak into? 

Prayer: Almighty God, thank you for giving us your Word so that we can know 
your will for our lives. We pray that your Spirit would soften and enlighten our 
hearts to receive and understand the Bible. It is only with your help that we 
know you. Amen.   



Sola Scriptura 
 “Scripture Alone”  

Day 3 

Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (MSG) 

Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or another—
showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to 
live God’s way. Through the Word we are put together and shaped up for the 
tasks God has for us. 

Reflection: “Scripture alone” is another way of saying that the Bible is the 
ultimate authority. Claiming that anything or anyone has ultimate authority today 
will get you a sharp look at best. We are uncomfortable with authority, especially 
when it claims to be THE highest authority. We do not like being told what to do 
by someone with authority. We think we know what’s best for us! We’ve 
experienced physical and verbal abuse at the hands of someone with authority. 
Why would we want to submit to this authority or even believe that it is what it 
claims to be?  

The Bible is unlike any other earthly authority out there. Scripture alone is the 
ultimate authority because the words are God’s; he breathed them out. The 
words are living and active (Heb 4:12)—words that come from our loving God. 
He loves us and desires that we know him. God’s written Word and Spirit reveal 
Christ to us and tell us of his love.  

Questions for Reflection: 

1. What is your gut reaction when you read that Scripture alone is the 
ultimate authority? 

2. Where in this book of ultimate authority do you see God’s love? 

Prayer: Loving God, you know our condition. We have trouble believing that 
anything claiming to have ultimate authority can be good. We want to give 
ourselves completely to your authority, but our culture tells us to be cautious 
and skeptical. We know that you are good and loving. Help us in our unbelief 
and lack of trust. Continue to reveal your goodness to us in the person of Christ 
Jesus. Amen.  



Sola Scriptura 
 “Scripture Alone”  

Day 4 

Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT) 

All scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make 
us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and 
teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to 
do every good work. 

Reflection: I remember a time when someone offered me a correction to the 
way I was living a certain part of my life. My immediate reaction was to 1) get 
upset, 2) justify my living, and 3) find fault with them. My pride was tickled and I 
reacted. The next day I was reading from the New Testament and came across a 
passage that spoke the same words of correction. Still unconvinced, I started 
reading from the Old Testament. Wouldn’t you know it, the same thing 
happened! As much as I didn’t like it, God’s Word exposed my wrong. One of 
his people offered me a correction and then it was confirmed by the authority of 
Scripture. It is not easy for us to humble ourselves under the authority of 
Scripture. But, as our passage says, God’s Word does help to prepare and equip 
us, even when that means helping us to see our wrongs.  

Questions for Reflection: 
1. Are there areas of your life where you would do well to submit to the 

authority of Scripture and allow it to expose your wrongs? 

2. What is your immediate reaction when someone or something offers you a 
correction? Why? 

Prayer: Merciful God, not only do you save us from our sins in Christ, you also 
work to transform us into your image. Thank you that you care so much for us. 
We pray that you would continue to sanctify us so that you can use us to bless 
others. Amen.  



Sola Scriptura 
 “Scripture Alone”  

Day 5 

Scripture: 2 Timothy (CEB) 

Every scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for showing 
mistakes, for correcting, and for training character, so that the person who 
belongs to God can be equipped to do everything that is good. 

Reflection: Many of us long for a deeper spiritual life: “Just a closer walk with 
Thee; Grant it, Jesus, is my plea; Daily walking close to Thee.” We want to have 
a closer relationship with God, but we struggle. We read Christian books; we try 
to sit in silence; we listen to Christian music while driving; we hike in the 
mountains, enjoying God’s creation. All of these are useful in their own way, but 
none of them are a substitute for the Word of God. Spending time in Scripture is 
not so we know more about the doctrines of the Christian faith. It is not so that 
we will simply grow in our knowledge of God. In Scripture we meet God. We 
encounter God through the words that he breathed out in the Old and New 
Testament. Scripture is God’s revelation of himself to us. The God of creation 
invites us to know him and his will for our lives through his Word.  

Questions for Reflection: 
1. How is your relationship with the Lord going?  

2. If you struggle spending time in God’s Word, what are some creative ways 
to grow in this area? 

Prayer: Lord, we desire to know you. We desire to grow in our relationship with 
you. Thank you that you have given us your Spirit. Thank you that you have 
given us your Word. Help us as we seek to encounter you in your Word. Amen.


