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People of God at Trinity CRC, 

In recognition of the 500th year anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, 
we will be devoting the next few weeks to looking at the Five Solas: 

Soli Deo Gloria – glory to God alone 
Sola Scriptura – by Scripture alone 
Sola Fide – by faith alone 
Sola Gratia – by grace alone  
Solo Christo – through Christ alone 

These slogans are basic summaries of the Reformers’ theology and, as a 
result, our theology too. We’ve made a devotional to coincide with the 
week’s sermon. Each devotion has a scripture passage for the week in a 
different translation, a reflection on a different aspect of the sola, some 
questions for discussion, and a prayer. It is our hope that you will use these 
devotions daily with your family or in your individual quiet time. Take them 
to work, read them before dinner, or when you wake up. Allow yourselves 
to dwell on the passage of scripture, chewing on the same few verses 
throughout the week. Really give thought to the questions and allow the 
Holy Spirit to speak; ask them in a way your children will understand.  

It is our prayer that these daily devotions will add to your understanding of 
the Reformed faith and appreciation for our great God.  

May the Lord bless us as we enter into this time, 

Pastor Michael and Pastor Rich 
  



Soli Deo Gloria 
 “Glory to God Alone”  

Day 1 

Scripture: Romans 11:33-36 (NIV) 

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! “Who has known 
the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” “Who has ever given to 
God, that God should repay them?” For from him and through him and for him 
are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

Reflection: To give God the glory alone means that we recognize God for all he 
is and all he has done. As Pastor Rich said this past Sunday, it means that we 
give God the credit. Is there any greater act that reveals his worth than coming 
to us as a human? He set aside his own glory, took the form of a servant and 
suffered death on a cross for us. We once were lost in our sin, but through the 
sacrifice made on our behalf by Christ, now we’re found. God welcomes us 
home, back into his wide-open arms. Now we are free to approach the God of 
all glory with our praise. The only suitable response is to give all of the glory and 
credit to God—to live every aspect of our lives to the glory of God.       

Questions for Reflection: 

1. Take time to reflect on your sin and need for help. Where does sin come 
up in your life? Imagine yourself running back into God’s open, loving 
arms. What thoughts come up? 

2. Think about worship this past Sunday. In what ways did God receive our 
praise and glory? 

Prayer: Self-giving God, to you alone belongs all glory. You set aside your glory 
so that we would have life. How awesome are you! Lead us in our work, at 
home, and at school to give glory to you alone. Help us to understand more and 
more how much you care for us. In the name of Christ our Lord we pray. Amen. 



Soli Deo Gloria 
 “Glory to God Alone”  

Day 2 

Scripture: Romans 11:33-36 (NLT) 

Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How impossible it 
is for us to understand his decisions and his ways! For who can know the Lord’s 
thoughts? Who knows enough to give him advice? And who has given him so 
much that he needs to pay it back? For everything comes from him and exists by 
his power and is intended for his glory. All glory to him forever! Amen. 

Reflection: Did you see the eclipse in August? If you looked directly at it with 
your naked eye you could have experienced permanent damage. God’s glory is 
that magnificent! His wisdom and ways are beyond our understanding. We only 
know God’s glory because he shows it to us in Christ. In Hebrews we read that 
Christ is the “radiance of the glory of God” (1:3). This is our way of knowing 
God’s glory. Yet, we do not have to turn away from the brilliance of God. Instead 
we see it in the humble man of Jesus Christ, who invites us to see and know the 
Father. God desires that we know and experience his glory and he does this 
through Christ.      

Question for Reflection: 
1. Sometimes God’s brilliance and glory seem so great that we think he 

doesn’t want us to approach him. But God wants us to know him and be in 
relationship with him. What are ways you spend time with Jesus, the 
radiance of God’s glory? 

2. Sit with this phrase for a few minutes: “the radiance of the glory of God.” 
What images or thoughts come to mind? 

Prayer: God, you are so great in wisdom and glory. Yet, you come to us in ways 
that we understand. Thank you. Help us to grow in our relationship with you 
through Christ Jesus. Amen. 



Soli Deo Gloria 
 “Glory to God Alone”  

Day 3 

Scripture: Romans 11:33-36 (MSG) 

Have you ever come on anything quite like this extravagant generosity of God, 
this deep, deep wisdom? It’s way over our heads. We’ll never figure it out. Is 
there anyone around who can explain God? Anyone smart enough to tell him 
what to do? Anyone who has done him such a huge favor that God has to ask 
his advice? Everything comes from him; Everything happens through him; 
Everything ends up in him.  
Always glory! Always praise! Yes. Yes. Yes. 

Reflection: To God alone be the glory? In the Spring 2017 Forum CTS Professor 
Matthew Tuininga says, “We live in a time when men and women believe their 
ultimate duty is to be true to themselves above all.” We tend to make things 
about ourselves. We like glory. We like credit. Yet, as the Apostle Paul says, what 
do we have that we have not been given? Our great God continues to give to 
us: in living for the glory of God we receive true joy. In the last judgment the 
Lord will make us possess a glory such as the human heart could never imagine 
(Belgic Conf. Art 37), but this all points back to the glory of God.     

Questions for Reflection: 
1. Where do you seek your own glory instead of God’s glory in your work? At 

home? At school? 

2. Reflect on some recent times when you intentionally lived for God’s glory. 
Was it a joyful experience? 

Prayer: Gracious God, to you belongs all glory. Everything we have—salvation, 
breath in our lungs, our family, our education and job—comes from you. Yet we 
like glory for ourselves. Help us to live for your glory alone in the power of your 
Spirit. Amen. 
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Day 4 

Scripture: Romans 11:33-36 (NRSV) 

O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who has 
known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” “Or who has 
given a gift to him, to receive a gift in return?” For from him and through him 
and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever. Amen. 

Reflection: From the story of creation we know that we played no part in our 
formation. Out of his good will God chose to create humanity. He is God, we are 
not. This alone is reason enough to give God all of the glory and honor and 
praise. He also created the blue sky, wispy clouds, yellow birds, leaves that 
change from green to red, and the sun that warms our faces on a cold day. I 
have trouble laying a straight floor in our new home; God laid the foundations of 
the world. God gives us firm ground to walk on daily, and provides for all of our 
needs. To God alone be the glory!    

Questions for Reflection: 
1. Knowing that God is God and we are not, what burden can you let go of 

today? Where can you allow yourself to experience being a creature with 
limitations? 

2. Where did you see God’s glory in the creation today?  

Prayer: Lord of all creation, thank you for creating our bodies. Thank you for 
creating a beautiful world. Thank you that we do not have to keep the world 
spinning today. You do that, because you are God. Glory to you alone, now and 
forever. Amen.  
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Day 5 

Scripture: Romans 11:33-36 (NASB) 

 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! For who has known 
the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? Or who has first given to 
Him that it might be paid back to him again? For from Him and through Him and 
to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 

Reflection: “To God be the glory, now and forever, now and forever, amen.” Do 

you recognize this hymn? Hopefully it will get stuck in your head today ☺  
Because of all that God is and because of all that he has done, God alone 
deserves the praise and honor and glory. To show that we are thankful to God 
for all he has done we do good works empowered by the Holy Spirit (cf. Q&A 
86). We do not leave our praises in the sanctuary on Sunday. We carry our 
worship into our work and homes. All of our lives are to sing praises to God and 
proclaim his glory.      

Questions for Reflection: 

1. What would it look like for your life to be one continual hymn of praise and 
glory to God? 

2. How do/can you give God glory in your work? At home? At school?  

Prayer: God of all glory, we desire to give you our lives. We want our lives to be 
a continuous hymn of your praise. Show us how we can point to you in the way 
we work and in the way we live. Give us wisdom and power through Christ in the 
power of the Spirit. Amen.  


