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John 4:27-42 Sermon – The Saviour of the World 

Last week we spoke about how Jesus calls us to worship in Spirit and truth. Old Covenant 
worship prepared God’s people for the coming of Christ, and the New Covenant reveals 
more of what heavenly worship looks like. We are able to do this because of the presence 
of the Spirit in our lives, living water, as Jesus calls the Holy Spirit earlier in the 
conversation. Our goal in our worship should always be to oLer worship that is as fitting as 
possible to our God. 

It just so happens that this change in worship opens the door to the mission of the church. 
The mission of the church is first and foremost to make disciples by proclaiming the gospel 
to the nations, to point beyond this age, and anticipate the ultimate fulfillment in Christ, the 
Saviour of the world. In fact, we see this woman doing exactly what all Christians are called 
to, proclaim Christ. It is by this gospel proclamation that God makes disciples who worship 
the Lord in Spirit and truth, our highest calling. 

John 4:19-42 

Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”  

21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming 
and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in 
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”  

25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he 
will explain everything to us.”  

26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”  

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But 
no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”  

28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 
29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 
30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.  

31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”  

32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”  
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33 Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?”  

34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 
35 Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes 
and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a 
wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad 
together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap 
what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the 
benefits of their labor.”  

39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they 
urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many 
more became believers.  

42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we 
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

On my first sermon about the woman at the well, I noted at the end how she left her water 
jar behind to go and proclaim the coming of the Messiah. The water jar, the whole reason 
that she came to Jacob’s well to begin with, gets left behind in her encounter with Jesus. 
This little visual gives a good illustration of a life transformed by an encounter with our Lord.  

Slide 13 

She thought her thirst was only for literal water. Jesus saw through her and saw her need for 
something more. This thirst for more is seen in her constant cycle of divorce and 
remarriage, and her current situation of living in sin. Jesus alludes to how he will satisfy all 
her most central need, her need to worship, her need for living water, the Spirit within her. 
Once her eternal thirst is quenched, she leaves her bucket behind, overflowing with life, to 
worship Christ by proclaiming his coming.  

This point is reiterated by Jesus’ interaction with his disciples after his conversation with 
the woman. They had gone to get food from the town, but when they return to give Jesus 
something to eat, Jesus says he says “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” 
Jesus’ “food” is to do God’s will. Jesus’ desire for eternal things is so great that his earthly 
hunger pales in comparison, just like the woman’s thirst. Jesus shows the importance of 
his ultimate mission in proclaiming the gospel to the nations, like reaping a harvest. 

Slide 14 
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Jesus’ two discussions here can be taken as explanations of his beatitude, “Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness because they shall be filled” (Mt.5:6). 
Similarly, Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 8:3, “man does not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of the Lord” (Mt.4:4). God created the world in such a way 
that even our hunger and thirst point us to him. Our physical hunger should point us to our 
spiritual hunger. If we were as attuned as Jesus to this reality, then these things would be as 
important to us as our physical eating. 

Slide 15 

Now that the Woman’s ultimate need is filled, she goes out to the world to tell the rest of 
the Samaritans about her encounter with Jesus. We should not fail to recognize just how 
stark a change is in this woman; what was once her shame is now her reason to boast in 
Christ!  

I think what this woman says is absolutely remarkable. Remember, she came to the well at 
the sixth hour, that is around noon, the hottest time of the day likely because she wanted to 
avoid meeting anyone that would cause her shame. After her encounter with Jesus, she 
goes around shamelessly proclaiming Christ, “the one who told -me- everything I ever did.” 
Not someone who looks like they deserve it, not someone like Nicodemus who everyone 
thinks has it all figured out, but me, someone who nobody wanted to be around.  

She was no longer ashamed of her scandalous life because the Messiah had come to her 
and oLered her peace with him despite all that she had done. Everyone else would shun 
this woman because of her sin, but Jesus initiates conversation. When Jesus shows his 
divine ability to her in revealing his knowledge of her previous husbands and her current 
sinful situation, he doesn’t do this to cast judgement, even if it is implied. He brings this up 
to but to point her to her ultimate fulfillment; what she was looking for in her husbands can 
only come in being wed to him. Only he could oLer her true life. If this is true, then what did 
it matter that all others around her think?  

Of course, this does not mean that Jesus condoned what had happened in this woman’s 
life. Elsewhere Jesus clearly condemns divorce in a way that goes beyond even what Moses 
commanded. He even says that those men who divorce their wives for reasons other than 
sexual infidelity make them adulterers in the future when they remarry. But he only 
responds like this to those seeking to make excuses for their sin. This is the kind of tone he 
takes with the self-righteous who seek to abuse God’s law for their own gratification. But 
that is not this woman’s attitude. In her humility, she doesn’t get defensive, or try to make 
excuses for her sin.  



 4 

Her repentance is seen in the way that she leaves the conversation with Jesus, forgetting 
her water jar and proclaiming Christ. It would have been very easy for her to simply say, 
“who are you to comment on who is my husband and who isn’t!? You don’t know me!” This 
is the kind of arrogance towards God’s law that we are used to in our world. 

Imagine yourself in her shoes. If you were sitting with Jesus, and he casually brought up 
your sin, how would you respond? Let me put it another way, when you read scripture, and 
you see something you are struggling with brought up, do you scoL at it as unenlightened 
ancient ignorance, or do you feel the sting of it in your heart and pray that God heal you? 
When you are sitting in church, and a sin you have been tempted by is brought up, do you 
think of all the other people who should repent of this sin, or do you apply this to yourself. 
Do you come to God’s word knowing better than he does, or do you sit in humility under his 
ultimate authority? How we answer these questions points to our salvation, have we been 
born again, do we have eternal desires or merely temporal ones? Are we going to leave our 
bucket and proclaim Christ, or are we going to scoL, keep our bucket of water and walk 
away.  

Slide 16 

The story of the Samaritan Woman at the well concludes with Jesus staying in Samaria for a 
couple of extra days. Because of her testimony, many Samaritans had come to Jesus to 
hear for themselves what he had to say. John says, “because of his words many more 
became believers.” The witness of the woman prepared them to hear Jesus’ words for 
themselves, and now they say themselves, “We no longer believe just because of that you 
said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Saviour of 
the world.” 

Notice the impact of this transformed woman. Jesus finds her in a place of shame, a life 
that looked more like death, and now she is bursting at the seams with life, and this life is 
spreading to her neighbours. Now they are recognizing the truth, that Jesus, a Jew who 
should despise them, is coming to be the Saviour of the world.  

Slide 17 

The change in these people is just as remarkable as the change in the woman. Remember, 
like this woman, the Samaritans as a people had also been ‘wed’ to five diLerent husbands, 
that is, five diLerent nations, and the one they are now with is not their husband, that is, the 
true God. Their history was one of constant infidelity to the true God through their idolatry, 
but now as the true God embraces them with his Son, they are transformed. They make a 
true proclamation of praise, Jesus is the “Saviour of the world.”  
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Curiously, the Samaritans use the title, “Saviour of the world” to describe Jesus. In the 
ancient world this title was used to describe various Greek gods, like Zeus, or Asclepius, 
the god of healing. Roman Emperors were also sometimes called by this name. We can’t be 
sure the Samaritans were thinking of this kind of thing, but it is clear at least that there is a 
recognition that Jesus was sent to bring the gospel beyond the Jewish people. Maybe Jesus 
told them what he told Nicodemus, “God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him” (Jn.3:17). Jesus is overcoming their idolatry 
and bringing them true worship through his Word. 

Slide 18 

His Word is what creates the transformation in the woman to begin with, and these same 
words that transformed the woman go on and transform the whole town. The amazing thing 
is, we still have this transformative power right here. This is the purpose of John writing his 
gospel. He says in the last two verses of his gospel, “Jesus performed many other signs in 
the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name.” We can hear for ourselves Christ’s words in the gospel, and 
these words bring faith.  

Slide 19 

We mentioned last week that worshipping in Spirit and truth meant following God’s word as 
it directs us in fitting ways to worship. The most central aspect of our worship is not singing, 
even if that is a good way to worship demonstrated in Scripture, but through hearing God’s 
Word proclaimed. As we saw in the worship of heaven in Revelation, the delivery of God’s 
word is the central and most significant part of our worship. This is why Jesus gives us the 
proclamation of his word as the church’s mission.  

When the preached word is removed from the central place in worship, bad things happen 
in the church. Proper worship of God always flows out of the proclamation of his Word. His 
word brings life. It is by his word that all things were created, and it is by his word that all 
things will be redeemed. Diminishing God’s Word, giving it second place to our wills, can 
lead only to our death. Removing God’s Word as the central authority has been the death of 
many churches through history.  

Slide 20 

Just as the wors is central in our worship, it must be central in our mission. Jesus makes 
this very clear in the great commission, Jesus gives the church their mission statement 
saying, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
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Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” Jesus tells us 
to make disciples by baptizing them into his Church, and teaching them to obey everything 
he commanded. Teaching, the ministry of the Word, proclaiming Christ, is the central role 
of the church.  

Slide 21 

Paul also makes this clear saying, “faith comes from hearing the message, and the 
message is heard through the word about Christ” (Ro.10:17). This is why as Reformed 
people we have called preaching the primary means of grace, because it is though hearing 
the Word preached that the grace of faith blossoms in our hearts. What to the world is a 
simple ordinary message is the seed of eternal life planted in us.  

Truly, even in our mission to the world we often forget the central place of preaching and 
mission. We are often overcome with the pain and suLering, the poverty and hunger, the 
sickness and death, and we feel that preaching to these people is simply pointless, their 
real need is to be fed, their temporal needs must come first. But what does Jesus do with 
this woman? What does he do for the couple days that he is in Samaria? He brings his Word 
to his people and their faith flowers.  

This does not mean that Christians should have no place in trying to relieve the secondary 
needs of those they come in contact with, of course not. Jesus himself healed and cared 
for many that he saw, as we will see in the stories that comes directly after this one where 
he heals the oLicial’s son, and the man at the pool of Bethesda. Jesus cares deeply for our 
physical needs, and we should care as deeply about helping others as he does. But Jesus 
did not even travel to these places to do these healings, even he treats them as pointing to 
greater realities.  

Slide 22 

Have you ever heard the saying, “so heavenly minded that they’re no earthly good.” It 
means something like, when Christians focus too much on heaven, then they don’t care 
about people’s physical needs. Johnny Cash even wrote a song about it. Curiously, in 
history, it seems the opposite is true. Not that Christians don’t make excuses for being 
selfish, it is when the church is too fixated on the aLairs of this world that they fail to serve 
others as Jesus commands us to. When we become preoccupied with our lives now that 
we do not understand the purpose of our suLering, or our desires, and so we stray from 
God’s will. We also become attached to our possessions and day to day activities rather 
than holding these things loosely.  

More than anything, it is when we are too earthly minded is that we try to transform the 
world into some kind of utopia. The church has been guilty of this many times in its history. 
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As we have been saying over and over, it is the small and humble that are treasured in the 
kingdom, not those who think they can create the kingdom themselves. That is why God 
promises to build the kingdom through the proclamation of the gospel, it is in this way that 
we are not confused that it is our work, it can only be his.  

Slide 23 

This is why Jesus says to his disciples in v.38, “I sent you to reap what you have not worked 
for.” Our job as Jesus’ disciples is to go out into the world and reap the harvest, that is, to 
find those that the Spirit has been preparing and bring them into Christ’s Church. The Spirit 
us always going before us in the world and preparing people to hear his Word. We are 
commanded as his church to deliver it.  

Jesus promises that he is always with us (Mt.28:20). This is nowhere more evident than in 
his Word. The same words of Jesus that brought faith to all those Samaritans is right in front 
of us today. It is still the same voice that created the whole world, and it is the voice that 
can bring faith to you and your neighbours. Do not look down on it because it seems 
mundane, these are the words of life. They are living water to your soul, drink deep, and 
leave your worldly buckets behind.  

Go forth and tell your neighbours about the one who knows everything about you and yet 
goes to the cross for you. Leave behind your shame and let Christ’s eternal living water flow 
through you to all around you.  


