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Pastor Tomas and | are flip-flopping a bit between John chapter 5 and chapter 6. Today
I’'m returning to chapter 5. You might recall that Jesus heals a paralyzed man at the
Bethesda Pool and is then accused by Jewish leaders of breaking the Sabbath. Today’s
reading is part of Jesus’ interaction with those accusers. We begin at John 5:19 through
v.30.

John 5 ®Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly | tell you, the Son can do nothing by
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father
does the Son also does. ?°For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does.
Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed.
2IFor just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life
to whom he is pleased to give it. ?Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has
entrusted all judgment to the Son, %3that all may honor the Son just as they honor the
Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.
24“Very truly | tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 2°Very truly |
tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the
Son of God and those who hear will live. 26For as the Father has life in himself, so he
has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 2’And he has given him authority to
judge because he is the Son of Man.

28“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will
hear his voice 2°and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and
those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. 3°By myself | can do
nothing; I judge only as | hear, and my judgment is just, for | seek not to please myself
but him who sent me.

The Word of the Lord.

Friends in Christ,

| have had many conversations with believers who say that they love Jesus and
pattern their life after him. They admire Jesus’ love for all sorts of people. They could
point to Jesus’ healing of the paralyzed man on the Sabbath earlier in John 5. They say
he’s willing to do the loving thing even when it raises the ire of the Jewish leaders. He
takes the side of the woman caught in adultery in John 8 and defends her against those
who were prepared to have her stoned. He speaks to the outcast Samaritan woman in
John 3. There are so many examples we could find. These examples, it is argued, point
to Jesus’ non-judgmental attitude and acceptance of all people. This is one side of
Jesus’ ministry. People attracted to this side of Jesus are saying they only want to
believe in the Jesus that they like, the one who is kind. They only believe in a “nice”
Jesus who does nice things, even hard things that defend the weak and oppose the
strong.



But there is another side to Jesus that such people don’t want to hear about. You
see, whether people want to recognize it as such or not, Jesus’ actions are all motived
by love. Yes, even his judgment. Today’s reading explains that Jesus is also our judge.
Like it or not, a time of judgment is coming. And that’s a time when Jesus’ judgments
may not be seen as nice. So please think about that with me for a while now.

A Delegated Judge

Friends, our loving and gracious Saviour and Lord is also called our judge.
According to v.22, In522b the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the
Son. You could say that Jesus is our delegated Judge.

Now this can sound confusing when you read the whole Bible because God the
Father is often called the judge as well. So without getting too weighed down in that
distinction, we can say that this passage clearly says that Jesus is always doing what
the Father does. Whatever the Father does the Son also does, says Jesus in v.19. We
know that the two are one along with the Holy Spirit. But just why Jesus says the Father
judges no one but has entrusted all judgment to the Son isn’t immediately clear.

Greater clarity comes when we read it in context. We can find plenty of passages
in the Old Testament where God (the Father) judges people. Most notably we could
point to his judgment on the world at the time of the flood. But in this chapter of John
now, we see the Father giving the right to judge to the Son. V.27 also says, J">27 And
he (that is the Father) has given him (the Son) authority to judge because he is the Son
of Man.

Now this “Son of Man” title for Jesus is packed with meaning. Stick with me here
for a bit if it gets a little confusing or thick. The title Son of Man contains references to
apocalyptic literature in the book of Daniel. In that book, the Son of Man receives
authority from the Ancient of Days to do the acts of the Deity. In our reading, Jesus is
likewise given authority from his Father to be the divine judge over the world. That’s
because he is uniquely qualified to judge us since he is not only divine but also a
human—one of us. He lived our life and did not succumb to sin. In addition to this,
judgment in the Gospel of John is often linked with revelation. For example, in John
3:19 Jesus said, In319the Light has come into the world (that’s revelation) but people
love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil. In other words, we already
condemn ourselves when we reject Jesus as the revelation—the light—of God.

Do you get that? Jesus is the apocalyptic Son of Man who has divine authority.
Jesus is a sinless human, one of us, who is therefore also qualified to judge us as the
God-man. And Jesus is the revelation of God—the Light—whom people reject and
thereby fall under judgment for their rejection of God’s salvation.

The Apostle Peter in Acts 10 says of Jesus, Acts 1042 He commanded us to preach
to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living
and the dead. And when we come to the final chapters of the Bible, we find in



Revelation 20 (vv. 11-15) that Jesus sits on the great white throne as judge of all things
at the end of this world.

However, the Son insists that the office of judge has been entrusted to him. He
talks about his role as judge and says in v.30, for | seek not to please myself but him
who sent me. This does not mean, though, that Jesus will exercise judgment
independently of the Father. Just like everything else Jesus mentions in our passage,
he and Father are one. So, even in judgment what he does is a reflection of his ongoing
desire to please the one who sent him. So, Jesus is always working—even in
judgment—in cooperation with the Father.

In our own lives, | think we understand this sort of thing. In a marriage or in a
roommate situation, sometimes there is a clear division of duties. But there are also
times when one person might say to the other, “As my partner or roommate, you are
also free to make judgments about things that concern me when I'm not around.” Better
yet, think of the power of attorney that we have in our society. A child is given authority
to make decisions in the best interest of their aged parent. And the parent has complete
confidence in that child because that child knows the mind and heart of the parent. Now,
of course, God the Father is not giving power of attorney to his Son because the Father
is unable to make judgments. No, the two are one in divinity but Jesus in his humanity
has earned the right to judge the world and will do so in line with the heart of the Father.
For these reasons God has delegated or “has given him authority to judge.” (DA
Carson)

A Gracious Judge

If none of that made sense to you, I’'m sorry. What we really need to know, more
than anything else, though, is how to be certain of our approval when the judgment
comes. Whether the Son or the Father judges, the outcome will be the same. One is not
more gracious than the other. Nor is one more harsh than the other. The thing that
matters most is recognizing that the Son has authority to judge because he paid the
price for sin. He satisfies the debt of our sin. He ensures that all who believe in him will
find only approval at the final judgment. Those who believe will find a gracious judge in
Jesus.

As we turn to our text again, we hear Jesus’ invitation in v.24 and following.
Listen to him as if he is speaking to you. He is speaking to you.

In5:24%/ery truly | tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent

me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to

life. 2Very truly | tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will

hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.

You see, congregation, Jesus is loving and gracious. The pathway to not facing
judgment is clear and free because of him. Hear Jesus’ words. Believe in him as the
One sent by God the Father to redeem us. In doing so, we receive eternal life. You've
already crossed over from death to life—into eternal life—and you will not face judgment
or condemnation.



All of us are dead in sin. The wages of sin is death. But when we hear Jesus’
voice calling us to repent and believe and then do so, we are alive eternally. We hear
his call when he says, as he does in Matthew 11, Come to me and | will give you rest.
Or as he says later in John 10, “My sheep listen to my voice...and | give them life. No
one can snatch them out of my hand!!! That’s a great comfort, right? Likewise, think of
the assurance of salvation described in Lord’s Day 1: “I belong to my faithful Saviour
who has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood and set me free from the
tyranny of the devil!” We could also think about Lord’s Day 19 where Q&A 52 states:

Q. How does Christ’s return

“to judge the living and the dead” comfort you?

A. In all distress and persecution,

with uplifted head,

I confidently await the very judge

who has already offered himself to the judgment of God

in my place and removed the whole curse from me.

Christ will cast all his enemies and mine

into everlasting condemnation,

but will take me and all his chosen ones

to himself

into the joy and glory of heaven.

Do you hear it? There is nothing to fear when it comes to judgment if we are with
Jesus. And the invitation is wide open to all people. The problem is, as Jesus already
pointed out, people like their own way better than his. We love the darkness better than
the light. That’s the pull of sin. It tugs hard and we love it by nature because our nature
is sinful apart from being reborn in Christ.

There’s only one way to be saved from the judgment. And it is a certain way.
Believe in Jesus as your gracious Saviour and follow him as your Lord. There is no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. And we are in him by believing that he
has fully paid for our sins. It's simple. It’s free. It's comforting. It's amazing. It’s grace!
Jesus is the pathway to our certainty of approval! By simply believing in him, you and |
are guaranteed to hear his voice—even from the grave—and be resurrected to life, not
judged for our sin and not condemned. He has made it possible! He has made it a
reality! Thanks be to Jesus our gracious judge!

A Helping Judge

Now we come to the “so what” question? What difference does it make in your
and my life right now? It's wonderful and comforting to be certain that we will not be
condemned at the final judgment! But how does that shape or affect your life today?
That’s an important question. And the short answer is that Jesus is also our helping
judge.

For those who like the nice Jesus and think that living like him is what life is
about, that’s partially true. Remember, however, we are not saved by living like Jesus.
We’re saved by grace through faith. That’s the only way to be free from condemnation



at the judgment. Jesus will come as judge and we are either freed from condemnation
by him or not. That’s our previous point. Now, though, we are indeed called to live like
Jesus. He is, first of all, our Saviour. But he’s also our Lord and helper as well as our
example. And what example did he set? Well, the final words of our text tell us:
JIn 530 By myself | can do nothing; | judge only as | hear, and my judgment is just,
for | seek not to please myself but him who sent me.

Jesus lived to please the Father. Jesus lived selflessly. Most of all, Jesus lived
single-mindedly to do his Father’s will. And that’s where our minds and hearts ought to
be focused in our daily lives as well. And just as he said “by myself | can do nothing”
referring to his help from the Father, so we can depend on his help. We rest in the
assurance of our salvation through Jesus. We live in the comfort that judgment for our
sin has been paid in full through Jesus. And in thankfulness for this salvation and
comfort, we aim to do the Father’s will. We live for Jesus as our Lord. We allow him to
call the shots on our life, to direct us to the Father’s will. And he helps us in that.

When we look at the nice things that Jesus did, we’re only seeing the surface.
We’'re like the people around him who were often amazed at his miracles, but we aren’t
seeing his intent in doing what he did. Jesus was not just being nice. He was bringing
glory to the Father. He was pointing people to our need for God’s grace. He wants us to
see that living for the kingdom of God is what makes life sweetest, rather than living for
personal satisfaction or even to simply be nice. Even when Jesus was nice, people
misunderstood him. But the Father does not misunderstand. He knows our hearts. Let
us seek, like Jesus, in our day-to-day life to do the will of the Father in heaven.

The way this looks, first of all, is saying “no” to sin. We all face temptations.
Jesus did as well. As believers, we should be in prayer daily asking our gracious Lord
and judge to help us resist temptation because falling into sin always comes with its
own form of judgment. You reap what you sow is how the Bible puts it. Falling into sin
as a Christian is not going to condemn us to hell. Believing in Jesus secures us
eternally, remember! But sin has built-in consequences. You commit adultery, you’re
likely to end up in divorce court. You steal, you could end up in jail. You cheat at school
and get caught, you get an “F”. But in less obvious ways too, sin takes its toll. You
watch pornography, it slowly warps your view of women which will take its toll on your
relationships. You do drugs, it'll slowly impair your mind which will lead to other bad
choices.

We live in a world where people say, “Do what makes you happy.” And that leads
to all kinds of wrong thinking and wrong living when we are not being directed by the will
of God. The flipside of avoiding sin, is seeking to do God’s will. Only that will make us

truly happy.

| was rather surprised this week to find an interview with Alice Cooper, the rock
legend (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gkzpZYLwTs&t=1050s ). | had no idea he
was a Christian. But he stated very clearly that Jesus saved him from his life of drug
addiction and a path to self-destruction that came with his fame. Jesus changed his
heart and his life. This affected the lyrics of the songs he wrote. He says, “I try to put



lyric in every song that point to Jesus.” For example, in his song, “Brutal Planet... he
reminds us that life is full of hard things.

It's such a brutal planet

It's such a living hell

It was a holy garden

That's right where Adam fell

It's where the bite was taken

It's where we chose to sin

It's where we first were naked

This is where our death begins.
His point is that life on this brutal planet remind us to look to Jesus. He’s aiming to do as
Jesus did, point people to the Father and seek to do his will so that we can find life in
abundance.

Whether you like his music or not, Alice Cooper’s is trying—he says—to do the
will of God who saved him from his life of addiction and self-destruction. If nothing else,
Cooper’s lyrics remind us to think not only about life after death but what makes life
meaningful now. He’s calling people to look to Jesus not only for salvation but to find joy
in walking in line with the will of the Father.

Each of us in our chosen career should be thinking about doing the will of the
Father in our daily lives. A farmer in planting crops and raising animals to serve our
neighbours is doing the will of God. A Christian carpenter builds things to please the
Father, ensuring that the work will serve the customers well. Likewise, nurses,
caregivers, teachers and the like serve people in the name of Jesus and not simply for a
pay cheque. They aim to do the will of the Father, seeking to please him in all they do
as they serve others to help them grow as children, become healthier as patients or
clients.

This isn’t necessarily glamourous or even appreciated by others but the Father
sees it and is pleased. Think of Jesus doing the will of the Father which led to serving
us by going to the cross. As we seek to do his will, he also promises to reward us both
in this life and the life to come.

For today, we know that Jesus is the judge in sync with his Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead, as we confess. But we are able to live in the
assurance that no judgment for sin shall fall to us if we trust in Jesus as our Saviour.
Then fulfillment, meaning, and joy is added to our lives as we seek, like Jesus, to do the
will of the Father each day, regardless of the cost. And we have his assurance to help
us.

May the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be glorified in our lives.

Amen.



