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John 7:1-13 – The Right Time –  

Ok, so I know it says we will be looking at up to verse 13, but I think we’ll actually do the 
whole chapter, no, the whole book—actually, we will be looking at the rest of the New 
Testament and how each verse individually connects to the whole because you can’t 
understand one verse without having all the others…  

I’m making fun of myself. I hope the last time I was up here it wasn’t too long for you! 
Rookie preachers have a hard time knowing when to stop. Anyway, our verses here actually 
speak to this drive, to do everything at once, to rush into things and not be patient with God. 
The message I have this morning is for me too!  

In our passage for this morning Jesus once again confronts other’s expectations of him, this 
time his brothers. Jesus rebukes them like he rebuked the crowd, but this time he draws 
attention to his proper limitations of timing. Let’s look at what God is saying to us this 
morning. 

 John 7:1-13: 

After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go about in Judea because the 
Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. 2 But when the Jewish Festival of 
Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that 
your disciples there may see the works you do. 4 No one who wants to become a public 
figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For 
even his own brothers did not believe in him.  

6 Therefore Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any time will do. 7 The world 
cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its works are evil. 8 You go to the 
festival. I am not going up to this festival, because my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After 
he had said this, he stayed in Galilee.  

10 However, after his brothers had left for the festival, he went also, not publicly, but in 
secret. 11 Now at the festival the Jewish leaders were watching for Jesus and asking, “Where 
is he?” 12 Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, “He is 
a good man.” Others replied, “No, he deceives the people.” 13 But no one would say anything 
publicly about him for fear of the leaders.  

This is the Word of the Lord.  
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Our story for this morning doesn’t seem to say too much on the face of it, but I think there is 
a very important teaching here as Jesus interacts with his brothers. The story is of a 
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confrontation between Jesus and his brothers around the time of the Feast of Tabernacles. 
Jesus’ brothers are confused as to why Jesus is acting like he is. Why would someone 
gather a large crowd with miracles, only to chase them away by telling them to eat his 
flesh? Why would Jesus then wander around in Galilee after this, risking being forgotten by 
everyone?  

Jesus’ answer to his brothers, as his teaching to the crowd after the feeding of the five 
thousand and the walking on water, reveals their hearts. Even Jesus’ brothers “did not 
believe in him.” They too are focused on the this-worldly kingdom they desire that they are 
blind to what Jesus is doing.  

This is why Jesus responds to them the way he does, he says, “My time is not yet here, for 
you any time will do.” In Jesus reply he recognizes something essential about what it means 
to be a faithful follower of God, patience, waiting, recognizing God’s timing. As we look at 
John, we have been seeing how essential humility is in faith, and patience is a direct 
consequence of our humility before God. To understand godly patience, and waiting on the 
Lord, we should consider God’s creation of time. 

As we have looked at John’s gospel, we have seen di_erent ways that God has revealed 
himself through his creation. We considered light and darkness, vision and birth. We 
considered water, and food. We considered miracles and ordinary events. Today we will 
consider one of the most important aspects of our created existence, time. 

We know that God created the world through his Word, in a specific way to lead us to 
himself. So, we can ask, why did God create us to experience time? What is he teaching us 
through this essential aspect of our creation? As God’s creatures, we are created to pass 
through time. We have many limitations, and time is one of them. Time is a part of God’s 
good creation. Think of the first phrase in the Bible, “In the beginning…” What is the 
beginning, but a mark of the creation of time.  
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I imagine that you don’t often think about the nature of time, or why we were created with it. 
In the modern era, where everything is highly scheduled, time is on everyone’s mind, but 
the nature of time might not be. Have you ever stopped to think, why did God create us with 
this specific limitation? Might there be something good about this limitation?  

In fact, anything created is limited by time. Even angels began at a certain point and must 
travel through time in some way, even if they are on a di_erent dimensional plane than us. 
Many of us do not experience our limitations as good things. Maybe time, in this respect, is 
the worst for you. There always seems to be a discomfort with time. Depending on the 
season of life we are in, we get bored with too much time, or constrained by a lack of time. 
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How often do you look back on your day and feel guilty about how little you got done? How 
many of you feel guilty for not resting more? But I think if we fail to see the goodness of 
these constraints, we miss something about what God is doing with us in this world. 
Feeling our limitations is a good thing, they point us to what is beyond us.  
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Consider a painting. It is the self-imposed limitations of the canvas and the materials that 
allow for the artist’s creativity to take place. A canvas is only so big. The paint can only be 
manipulated so much. The limitation of the painting causes us to focus on something 
particular, to move our eye in a particular way. This particularity is a good thing. A good 
painter will reveal something intangible with their art. The painting is like a magnifying 
glass, fixing our attention because of its limitations.  

God created this world for us as a kind of pilgrimage. A pilgrimage is the spiritual discipline 
of travelling to a significant place, and through the process of travelling, a person is formed 
in a certain way. As Hebrew’s 11:16 says, we “desire a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one.” As we pass through this world, God gives us certain constraints that form us and give 
him glory in di_erent ways. Di_erent desires, or trials, form us into the people he wants us 
to be, and passing through time is an important part of that.  

We might want God to transform us in an instant, but that is not how he does things in this 
life. Patience is a fruit of the Spirit. There is a goodness in the way we slowly become our 
true eternal selves through his gracious care in our lives. Pain reveals indwelling sin, sin 
that lays in our desires, passing through it relying on God heals us. Each particularity given 
to us by God shows something of his beauty and goodness.1 
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However, in our modern world, we often experience these particularities given to us by God 
as something inhibiting us. In our world we think it is good to tell children, “You can be 
whatever you want to be.” It is a popular cliché that comes out of the self-esteem 
movement, given by teachers and others to try and motivate their students to reach their 
potential. Being driven to reach our potential is a good thing, but that does not mean we 
can be whatever we want. God has given us specific limitations, for our good, like how the 
edges of a canvas are for the good of the painting.  

The reason why our culture likes cliché’s like “you can be whatever you want to be,” is 
because the basic philosophy of our era is what philosopher Charles Taylor calls 

 
1 I recommend Kelly Kapic, You’re Only Human: How Your Limits Reflect God’s Design and Why That’s Good 
News. Brazos, 2022.  
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“expressive individualism.”2 What do I mean by that? We think that the primary good in this 
world is being able to express our individual desires without repression. Freedom is not 
being constrained. The only possible good for a person is a good that they have chosen for 
themselves. “Be true to yourself,” “follow your heart,” these are the kinds of things we find 
in every Disney movie and on children’s classroom walls. They are seeped into every 
commercial. Expressive individualism is the air we breathe; it forms all our moral thinking 
whether we know it or not.  
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A Christianized version of “you can be whatever you want to be,” is often seen in a 
misquoted Phil.4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.” I have had 
this verse on the back of t-shirts, and seen it all over the place. The idea implied is that 
Jesus is like a wizard who will grant you powers to do what you want. Looking at what 
comes right before this verse, we see it saying basically the opposite. Paul says,   
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“…I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be 
in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being 
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” 

Paul here is not saying that God will give him the strength to do what he wants, but that God 
will give him the power to be content with what God has for him. That is, God will give him 
patience as he praises him in all circumstances.   
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Paul is able to recognize the goodness of his situation, and the strength that God will give 
him as he passes through it, because he receives his life, and everything that happens in it, 
as a gift from God. The gift is a gift even when we go through di_iculty. The gift is what it is 
even when we have constraints that we might not appreciate until we see their purpose in 
heaven.  

This is the same attitude that Jesus is taking in our verses. In our text we see Jesus hanging 
out with his brothers sometime after the whole scene of him chasing everyone away by 
telling them to drink his blood. It appears this has alienated his brothers as well, if they ever 
followed him in the first place. They mock him saying he should go out in public, down in 
Jerusalem, rather than hiding in secret.  

 
2 For a good (easier) introduction to Taylor’s immense work, see his Malaise of Modernity, Anasi, 1991.  
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It seems that after the feeding of the five thousand, Jesus had been ministering in Galilee 
for around six months, not drawing attention to himself. The feeding of the five thousand 
was just before Passover, in the spring, and now it is the festival of tabernacles, celebrated 
in the harvest. Jesus is being patient. He is saying with his actions, “not my will, but yours 
be done” (Lk.22:42).   
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Jesus responds to his brothers request by saying, “My time is not yet here; for you any time 
will do.” Any time will do for Jesus’ brothers because the kingdom they have in mind is not 
God’s eternal kingdom, but a worldly temporal one. Jesus does not simply come out and 
proclaim this because the world hates him. By saying that the world hates him, Jesus is 
referring to the way that they desire a kingdom of their own making where they are in 
control.  

Sin from the fall on has always been about taking what belongs properly to God for us. This 
is what the brothers want with their own kingdom, and this is why the world hates Jesus, 
because he is calling us to a humble patient submission to God and his kingdom which we 
receive, not make for ourselves. 
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This organization is important for what it means to be human. Jesus knows that he cannot 
simply do whatever comes to the minds of his brothers because it is not yet the fitting time. 
The worldly fame they want is not the kind of fame Jesus is looking for, and so he must be 
found in God’s time. Sometimes Jesus calls this his ‘hour’. When he uses this term, he is 
specifically speaking about when he will be sacrificed on the cross. This is the moment he 
is made famous, with the kind of fame God desires.  
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That this story takes place around the festival of tabernacles is important. The feast of 
tabernacles had two main purposes. First, during this feast the Israelites would remember 
how God took care of them as they wandered in the wilderness. The deeper meaning of the 
celebration speaks to the nature of time that we have been looking at. Our time, our age, 
our era, is one of wandering through the wilderness as it were. We have been saved, and 
now await entering the promised land of heaven. So too the Israelites, even when they were 
in the land, everything that they were doing was in preparation for what was coming.  
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Second, the feast took place at the harvest. Again, pointing out the way time is a part of our 
lives. Farmers know all about waiting, and how important it is to be patient. When it is a 
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time to sow and a time to harvest. We too are called to discern our time. The feast of 
tabernacles is recognizing this kind of time, as it is a celebration of the harvest, a time to 
thank God for his provision, and feast with all Israel because of patience with the harvest.  

How often does God call us to wait for him? It is a constant theme in the Bible, and I think it 
is true of all our lives. Psalm 27:14, “Wait for the Lord, be strong and take heart, and wait for 
the Lord.” Isaiah 40:31, “those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength…” In waiting, 
being patient, accepting God’s place for you in this world he is teaching us our proper 
limitations, calling us to rely on him in all things. Waiting is not glamourous or exciting. But 
it, maybe more than anything else, shows us our limits, to rest on the eternal God.  
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It is not a sin to be finite. God created us this way, and called it very good. In fact, we could 
see the first sin in the garden as not truly appreciating the gift of finitude. They wanted that 
which was only God’s prerogative, telling right from wrong. As we see in Revelation, coming 
to the tree of life would happen eventually, but on God’s terms when they were ready. 

Sometimes we can feel like our finitude is sinful in the church, when we aren’t able to reach 
everyone that we want, or run all the programs that we feel ought to be run. We feel the 
pressure to do everything to build God’s kingdom on earth. I feel this pressure every day; 
there is always another thing to do. But to fall into this trap reveals that we think we are the 
ones who are ultimately responsible for the salvation of those around us, when that can 
only be a work of God.  
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When we feel like it is up to us to “build the kingdom” this at best leads to disappointment 
and burnout, and at worst leads to dystopian landscapes of failed attempts at creating 
heaven on earth. Every communist state should remind us of this. God never tells us to 
build the kingdom, whenever it is mentioned in scripture, it is always something received.3  

In the Christian world, slogans like “build the kingdom” most often lead to compromised 
institutions that seek to grow by using worldly political means of this world. There is much 
good in being involved in politics, but we should not think we are building the kingdom. God 
works through us to build his Kingdom, his way.  

We should also be careful to not put ourselves into a place where we aren’t able to tell the 
world “that its works are evil.” Jesus does this and that’s why the world hates him. Jesus’ 
brother’s picture of the kingdom of God is just like what the worldly desire wants, and that 

 
3 G.E. Ladd, The Presence of the Future, 193. 
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is why they can do what they want when they want to. But for Jesus, who is building an 
eternal kingdom, he must wait for God’s timing, for the fitting time to do what he needs to 
that his glory can be made manifest.  

But this patience is not only for the grand institutions, but for all of our lives. This patience 
that Jesus demonstrates is a lesson for us all. All of us are called to accept our lives as gifts 
of God, with all the limitations we receive. To thank God for the place we are in, to not think 
all the good things in our lives are due to our abilities, and blame God for all the bad.  
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To come back to our painting analogy. When we think of our lives, think about the way that 
God is demonstrating his glory, his beauty, justice, goodness, in our particular lives. Each 
event in our lives like a brushstroke. The particular conditions of our lives are all given to us, 
and in the end when we can see what God was doing with our lives, we will see the way that 
this life portrays something wonderful about our God. In this, there is peace, because we 
know that what happens is a work beyond our control, just as the grace and mercy we 
receive is beyond our deserving.  

In this there is hope. A hope that is so much more than ‘believe in yourself’. Why would I 
want to believe in myself, when I can believe in God? A hope that is more than ‘being true to 
myself’, because the truth I have is nothing in comparison to what God has for me. A hope 
that goes far beyond, ‘you can be whatever you want to be’ because what God has for me is 
a true ultimate good that I would never be able to choose for myself.  

As we close in prayer, let us come back to our call to worship, from Ps.40:1-5 

I waited patiently for the Lord; 
    he turned to me and heard my cry. 
2 He lifted me out of the slimy pit, 
    out of the mud and mire; 
he set my feet on a rock 
    and gave me a firm place to stand. 
3 He put a new song in my mouth, 
    a hymn of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear the Lord 
    and put their trust in him. 

4 Blessed is the one 
    who trusts in the Lord, 
who does not look to the proud, 
    to those who turn aside to false gods.[b] 
5 Many, Lord my God, 
    are the wonders you have done, 
    the things you planned for us. 
None can compare with you; 
    were I to speak and tell of your deeds, 
    they would be too many to declare. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps%2040&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14530b

