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Turn in your Bibles to John 9:1 please.

9 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the
works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of
him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. > While | am in the world, |
am the light of the world.”

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on
the man’s eyes. ' “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means
“Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the
same man who used to sit and beg?” ® Some claimed that he was.

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”

But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”

10“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.

1 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told
me to go to Siloam and wash. So | went and washed, and then | could see.”

12"\Where is this man?” they asked him.

‘I don’t know,” he said.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Beloved of God,

Have you heard the saying, “Get while the gettin’s good.” That means you should
leave while it’s still possible. If you’re camping in a field and it starts raining, you might be
smart to get out of that field before it turns to mud and the tires on your truck start
spinning. Then you won’t be getting out at all or what would have been a simple task will
now be a very difficult and messy one that may include paying for a tow truck.

There’s also a saying, “Quit while you’re ahead” or “Quit while the going is good.”
People were saying this to President Biden long before he had the bad debate with
Trump a few months ago. It means, “You’'ve done well up to now. It might be wise to let
someone else take over. Step aside while you're on top.” People have been saying the
same thing to our own Prime Minister for quite a while. You've had a few terms as PM.
Quit while you're still at the helm rather than facing humiliation by the voters.

But what does the saying mean, “You gotta make hay while the sun shines!”? It
means that you’re smart to get to work in your field to bring in the hay crop before it starts
raining. Rain could ruin your hay or reduce the quality of it, not to mention make it a lot
harder to bring in the crop. You'll work twice as hard and maybe get half the quality.



People use that saying in other contexts too, not just in farming. A similar idea is meant
by the Latin phrase carpe diem, which is translated as “seize the day." It means that you
can never knows what the future may hold, so take advantage of the opportunities that
present themselves each day. Don’t waste your time. And as a Christian, you might add,
Don’t waste the opportunities God gives you.

No one in our text today is saying to Jesus that he should quit while he’s ahead.
But Jesus himself is saying something like “make hay while the sun shines.” Jesus sees
this man born blind and heals him. When the disciples ask him about it, he says, “Now is
my time to do it. I'm the light of the world. The world is dark and as long as I'm here | can
make a difference with my light. That’'s why I'm healing this guy now.”

The disciples focus on why the guy is blind. Who sinned to cause this blindness?
Meanwhile, Jesus says, “We can help him. Let’s focus on that! Seize the opportunity God
gives us.”

So, Jesus gives us here a glimmer into his kingdom which gives us a taste of
things to come.

A Kingdom of Light

Jesus teaches us, first of all, that his kingdom is a kingdom of light breaking into a
world of darkness. One day, the whole world will know him as the Light of the World. Now
there’s still dimness and misunderstanding. The disciples, with their darkened
understanding, think, like Job’s friends did and like many in our day do, that the world is a
system of cause and effect. Or as someone wrote, ...the world is a kind of moral slot-
machine, where people put in a coin (a good act or an evil one) and get out a particular
result (a reward or a punishment). Of course, actions always have consequences. Good
things often happen as a result of good actions (kindness produces gratitude), and bad
things often happen through bad actions (like drunkenness causes car accidents).” But
the world is more than just cause and effect.

Jesus opposes this rigid analysis of the world. “The world is stranger than that,”
more mysterious because God is involved. The world cannot be understood without
recognizing God on the throne and in the hearts of his people. Like Job’s friends, we
can’t explain away people’s pain, sorrows and struggles by saying like the disciples did,
“They must have had it coming either because of their own sin or the sins of their
parents.”

“No,” says Jesus, “consider that things happen for the glory of God, for his
purposes.” You see, God is at work in the midst of this world. That’s the thing that
fatalists don’t account for. Jesus says that sometimes God puts troubles in our pathway
for certain purposes. This man was born blind for this time—so that Jesus could show the
glory of God, the kingdom of God breaking into the world. Jesus could bring some of his
Light-of-the-world light to bear on this man’s darkness by performing a healing miracle. In
this way, people can see God in the flesh, graciously loving the hurt and broken. They
could get a foretaste of the coming kingdom of God where there is no more sickness,
hardship or death. No more darkness.



The light of God’s powerful, loving mercy shines through Jesus. Jesus doesn’t
leave this man born blind in his darkness, and he doesn’t leave the rest of us in our sin
and its incredible darkness. He pays the debt of our sin so that we can receive mercy
instead of judgment. If everyone gets what they deserve—because of our own sin or the
sin or others—then everyone is left in the darkness of sin. We get what we have coming.
But that’s not how it is in the kingdom of God. Through Jesus, we get light along with
truth and grace.

Think about that for the persecuted church. These are people who aren’t getting
what they deserve. They are getting darkness—mistreatment and death—because they
have encountered the Light of the World, Jesus. And they’ve been changed by him.
Changed so much that they are radiating with reflected light from Jesus. Just as Jesus’
act of love and grace toward this blind man bring light into the world, so does the light of
Jesus shining in and through those who are persecuted for their faith in Jesus. Christians
are persecuted because their persecutors love darkness and hate the light.

Jesus’ act of healing the blind man points to his ultimate victory over sin and the
brokenness it brings into our lives. And that assurance gives hope to those who are
persecuted—as well as those who are living with other effects of brokenness in our
world, like the death and sickness we experienced too close to home this week in our
own church family. We live in the hope, the confidence and the comfort that Jesus is the
ultimate victor over it all and we find his grace and strength to get through it in this life.
His light in us guides us, comforts and strengthens us, and helps us experience and
show the light of his kingdom shining in our world. Sometimes that light shines through
love and mercy given and received. Other times it comes as peace in the storms.

| don’t know about you, but | see this regularly. You know, when our brother Louis
Kingma shared his news about pancreatic cancer with us a few weeks ago, he was
shining with the light of Jesus and his kingdom. He wasn’t questioning why but saying,
“I'm going to be okay because Jesus is in charge.” In his words, “If you see me and ask
how | am doing my answer will always be ‘good’. | have asked God for a portion of his
peace which | feel he has granted me. If | have God with me then how can | not be
good?” | find that so amazing. But it so wonderfully true and comforting.

Does that mean we don’t struggle with our losses or sorrows? Of course, we do.
But we take that to the Lord too. The peace, grace and strength of our God upholds us as
the light of Jesus shines through, often in ways we don’t even notice ourselves. But
others do. And it brings glory to God as people see that he is with us.

The revelation here is that a man born blind is healed by the light of the world.
This healing shows us that Jesus’ kingdom is one of his light breaking into our dark world
to bring eternal healing which brings glory to God who is the one who makes it all
possible because he refuses to leave the world he loves in darkness.

A Kingdom of the Sent

Next, we learn that Jesus’ kingdom is a kingdom of the sent. Jesus says in v.4,
In94 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me.



Then in v.7 Jesus tells the blind man,

In97%Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”).
Then the man later says, Jesus ‘told me to go to Siloam and wash.” The words sent and
go fit together like a hand in a glove. We get echoes of Jesus’ Great Commission or
sending orders for the Church: Go into all the world and preach the gospel. We are a
sent people, called by Jesus to share the refreshing life he offers.

You see, the pool of Siloam was fed by an underground tunnel that brought clean
and safe water into the city of Jerusalem. That safe part was especially important in
times of war because an enemy would always look to cut off the water supply to a city in
order to get the people to surrender. But Jerusalem’s refreshing water was safe.

And isn’t that a beautiful picture for us as we are sent by Jesus to our hurting
world today? The refreshment our Lord gives will not run out. It is always trustworthy and
always there for us as we go out to live in his name and in his strength.

That refreshment we receive is grace. Grace—at times—to heal us from our
illnesses, like the man in this story. Other times, grace to strengthen us in hardships like
the persecuted church faces daily. Refreshing grace to give us courage. Or to walk with
us through the valleys. This refreshing grace of our Lord Jesus ultimately empowers us
as Jesus sends us out into the world with his message of grace.

That refreshing grace comes because Jesus obeyed his Father when he was
sent to the cross for us. Now, we are a kingdom of the sent, following in the way of our
Saviour.

A Kingdom of Tellers

Then closely tied to that, our final point: we are a kingdom of tellers. When we are
sent, we go and tell. The blind man after being healed is eager to tell what happened to
him.

Jn9:11He replied (to those asking who healed him), “The man they call Jesus

made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So

| went and washed, and then | could see.”

When Jesus changes our lives, whether physically, spiritually or both, that’s not
something to keep to ourselves. It's something that can’t be contained, really. The
change is so refreshing and wonderful that we share the good news with others.

Imagine having a baby and not telling anyone. That doesn’t happen. You can’t
contain your joy and excitement. You can’t wait to tell others.

When we share what Jesus has done in our lives, we call that a testimony. And
when people see in our lives what Jesus has done, that’s a lived testimony. Words are
one thing.

But a life lived as a testament to Jesus is a life well-lived.

| recall the sermon | heard that referenced an African-American preacher
speaking to some college and university students. After the congregation saw and heard
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from the students, the pastor got up, looked at those young people and said in a stern,
loud voice, “Children! You’re gonna die someday! That'’s right. You’re gonna die! You
can’t even imagine dyin’ right now, but one of these days, people are gonna take you
out to the cemetery, drop you in a hole, throw dirt over your casket, then go back to the
church and eat potato salad!” [or in our case, maybe raisin bread.]

He continued, “I want you to think about something. When you were born, you
were the only one who cried. Everybody else was happy. But that’s not what’s important.
Here’s what’s important. When you die, will you be the only one who’s happy, and will
everybody else cry? That depends on what you’re living for. Are you tryin’ to get titles:
bachelors degrees, masters degrees, doctors degrees? Is that what your life is all
about? Collecting titles? Or is it about collecting testimonies?”

He went on to survey the Bible and say, “Pharaoh had the title: Ruler of Egypt.
Now that a good title, but when it was over that’s all Pharaoh had — a title. He had the
title, but Moses had the testimonies of all that God had done!

“There was Queen Jezebel. Good title — Queen. She was going to destroy Elijah,
the prophet of God, but when it was over, all Jezebel had was a title. She had the title,
but Elijah had the testimonies!

“Then there was King Darius. Good title — King. He threw Daniel into the lion’s
den, but when it was over, all he had was the title. Darius had the title, but Daniel had...’
and the congregation yelled back, “The testimonies!” Then the pastor turned back to the
students saying, “When it’s all over for you, and they lay you in your grave, what will you
have? Do you want a tombstone with all your titles or do you want people standing
around your grave giving testimonies about how you loved them, how you cared for
them in the name of Jesus Christ, and how you made a difference in their lives? | wish
for you both titles and testimonies, but if you have to make a choice — you go for the
testimonies!”

Does your life give a testimony? A witness to what Jesus means to you? A sense
of the life to come that you’re living into now already? We lost two of our sisters in the
Lord this week. It's been a tough week. | think of Joanne. She hadn’t talked for the last 5
years because of a stroke. But she still glowed with the light of Jesus in her. To me, her
life was a testimony. She could not use words but that didn’t stop her from singing at the
top of her voice. She held a tune perfectly and just chanted sounds in place of words. Her
heart and voice oozed with the light of Jesus. A testimony.

And when the Lord so suddenly and shockingly called Janna home on Thursday
night, | stood beside Ron as they removed her body from the house. His words were,
“This isn’t her home anymore.” That was a testimony of his faith and confidence that
Janna was now Home with Jesus.

That’'s how the grace of God shows up in our lives still today. It's that grace from
Jesus that enables us to shine with his light and tell—in words and/or deeds—that we live
for him. He’s our hope. He’s our help. He’s our comfort. He’s our everything! That’'s how
we're called to live. In our best moments, often when we are weakest, it shows.



We live with an eye on Jesus all the time. Remembering what he’s done and what
he’s yet to do. We live between those times. We live knowing what Jesus has done for
us—on Calvary and in so many other ways throughout our lives. But we also live in
anticipation of the day when all things will be made new. When darkness will vanish in
the all-encompassing Light of Jesus. And that’s how our life becomes a testimony.

The story is told of a woman who said, “When | die, bury me with a fork in my
hand.” And when people ask about it, tell them, “Well, | recall going to many meals,
including church potlucks, where the main course was being cleaned up and someone
would invariably say, ‘Keep your fork! The best is yet to come!” They were talking about
the dessert. And | want people to know that I've lived my life in anticipation of something
better that awaits me. But that better thing shapes everything about how we live now.”

May that be so in our lives today. With the grace of God, it is.

Amen



