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John 9:13-41 – Spiritual Blindness 

Let’s Pray: Almighty and holy God, you have brought us all here today to hear your word, 
and we pray that through it we might know you and love you, so that we can rejoice in you 
fully. And if we might not be able to rejoice in you fully in this life, let our hearts ever grow in 
love for you as you pour your word in us by your Holy Spirit now, so that we might have 
perfect love for you then as we see you not in a mirror dimly, but face to face. Amen.   

Last week we heard Pastor Rich discuss Jesus’ healing of the man born blind. The story for 
this week continues that one, except where we see eyes being opened in that story, we see 
eyes being shut in this one. In fact, we actually see greater spiritual vision coming to the 
man who was once totally blind, and greater spiritual blindness to the Pharisees 
questioning him.  

This leads us to be able to see what causes spiritual blindness in our lives. By looking at 
what these people do in response to the man’s healing, we can see what we might do to 
blind ourselves from God. Likewise, by looking at the healed man’s response, we can see 
how we can grow in our spiritual vision. Let’s learn about how to see God from his Word: 

John 9:13-41: 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus 
had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees 
also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, 
“and I washed, and now I see.”  

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 
Sabbath.”  

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.  

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened.”  

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”  

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent 
for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born 
blind? How is it that now he can see?”  

20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 21 But 
how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will 
speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, 
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who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah 
would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”  

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling 
the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”  

25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind 
but now I see!”  

26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”  

27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”  

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples 
of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know 
where he comes from.”  

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet 
he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly 
person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 
33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”  

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they 
threw him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?”  

36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”  

37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”  

38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.  

39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those 
who see will become blind.”  

40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind 
too?”  

41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you 
can see, your guilt remains.  

This is the Word of the Lord.  
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How many of you have considered just how amazing it is that we can see what is going on 
right now? The eye itself is an incredibly complex instrument, we often don’t appreciate it 
until something goes wrong. Light comes in from the outside, passes through our cornea, 
aqueous humour, our lens, and vitreous humour. There are muscles around our eyes to 
shape the eye allowing the light to focus on the retina. All these structures bend and focus 
the incoming light to adjust it for our brains to make sense of it. Darwin himself recognized 
that the eye was so complex that he thought it might discredit his theory of natural 
selection, as in order for an eye to function, all the pieces need to be in place, if any piece is 
missing there is a liability and not a resource.  

I don’t pretend to be a scientist, or to be able to say whether or not the existence of a 
functioning eye is sure proof of God’s design, but I can say, that because God has given us 
vision the way he has, he had a significant purpose for our vision. God desires us to be 
seeing creatures, or at least that is how things are supposed to be. More than simply seeing 
with our earthly eyes, we are called to understand our vision itself as an analogy, to look 
deeper than merely with our physical eyes.  

Slide 16-17 

Jesus healing the blind is like a parable. There is a deeper meaning to it. Why does Jesus 
give parables? Jesus quotes Isaiah 6, “You will be ever hearing but never understanding; 
you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. For this people’s heart has become 
calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes.” But Jesus says 
to his disciples, “But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they 
hear. 17 For truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you 
see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”  

As Jesus is healing this particular blind man, a man who was unable to see from birth, he is 
healing all our spiritual vision as we learn to see him in his word. He is giving us the ability 
to see through this world, through what he was doing in the Old Testament, to the ultimate 
fulfillment in the age to come when we will see him face to face.  

The story of Jesus healing the man born blind continues with the man being taken to see 
the Pharisees after he has been cured by Jesus. It seems that the people took him to see 
the Pharisees, not because they were suspicious of him, but because they wanted to know 
what their teachers thought of what had just happened. They want to know what to think of 
the guy who did this. 

Slide 18-19 

Healing the blind is something that is associated with the coming Messiah. Isaiah says in 
42:14-17, “For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now 
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I will cry out like a woman in labor…16 And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not 
know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before 
them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not 
forsake them. 17 They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, 
who say to metal images, “You are our gods.”” The prophet is saying when the Messiah 
comes, he will heal the blind, but he will turn away the idolaters. This is the proof that Jesus 
obers his cousin, John the Baptist, when he asks if Jesus really is the Messiah (Lk.7:22). 
Interestingly, Isaiah here is saying that the Pharisees are the idolaters, and the one they call 
“steeped in sin at birth” is the one led by God to salvation.  

Slide 20 

When these curious people bring the now-seeing man to the Pharisees, they are perplexed 
as to how Jesus could do this, seeing as it was the Sabbath. As you might know, the 
Pharisees were fond of making various rules around God’s law so that they would be kept at 
a safe distance from breaking them. Jesus had broken around three of their Sabbath laws in 
healing this man they way he did; for them healing was only permitted in life threatening 
circumstance, Jesus also broke their rule of not kneading, by mixing the mud and saliva 
together, and he also anointed the man’s eyes.  

Slide 21 

Because Jesus broke their rules, they believed that he must be some kind of fraud or worse. 
We might think it is a willful kind of ignorance that they did this, but God himself says that 
we should not take miracles as an infallible guide. Deut.13:1-5 says that if a prophet is able 
to tell the future, but he calls you to other gods, do not listen to him. Likewise, Jesus himself 
Mt.7:21-23, and Paul in 2Thss.2:9 says that the devil himself will work signs.  

I myself remember many stories of false miracles from my childhood, gold teeth and angel 
feathers falling from the ceiling at dimly lit conferences. Miracles have a force to be sure, 
but having a healthy skepticism towards them is encouraged by the Bible. That the 
Pharisees did this is not the problem, the problem is that they were holding Jesus’ actions 
not up to Scripture, but up to their own law. Again, having a practical application of what it 
means to follow the sabbath is not a bad thing, but when someone comes healing a man 
born blind, this should cause you to reassess your interpretation, not double down on it.  

Slide 22 

The Pharisees lack of humility before Jesus is their real undoing. They take their 
interpretation of the Sabbath as the be-all-and-end-all, it cannot be questioned. This is 
despite it being a novelty of the last hundred years, and not having direct scriptural warrant 
for treating the law this way.  
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When the Pharisees ask the man what he thinks of Jesus, he quickly responds, “he is a 
prophet.” The man likely says Jesus is a prophet because Jesus spoke so well about the 
reason as to why he was born blind. It makes sense that his blindness wasn’t a particular 
punishment for a sin of his parents, but a result of disorder in the world altogether. Put this 
together with the fact that he actually healed him, the man feels he can stand up to these 
who are supposed to know the Scriptures a lot better than him.  

The Pharisees push harder, looking for the man’s parents to see whether they have anything 
to say to the matter. Again, this is not a bad thing, they are right to question the validity of 
the miracle, and they are commanded to in the Law, but the way they are doing it reveals 
their heart. They threaten those who claim God’s healing with being kicked out of the 
synagogue, a precursor to Christian excommunication, again, this is not bad, Jesus 
commands us to excommunicate the unrepentant (Mt.18:15-17), but the grounds they are 
doing it on are all wrong.  

When the Pharisees declare that they know Jesus is a sinner, the healed man shows 
enough humility to leave it to those who are supposed to be experts to decide whether or 
not someone is a sinner. But in his interaction with them, as they become more obtuse, 
even he sees that they are clearly in the wrong. He obers a few funny responses to their 
questions… “why do you want to hear the story again; do you want to become his 
disciples?” 

To this response they fully reveal what is in their hearts, as they throw all kinds of insults at 
the man. How many times have you seen this, when someone who knows they are in the 
wrong lashes out when they are confronted about it, getting overly defensive. Maybe some 
of you have been in that place, I think I’ve been guilty of that… 

In their defense, they claim that they are disciples of Moses, but in reality, they have gone 
beyond what Moses’ law requires in what they are holding Jesus accountable to. Nowhere 
in Moses’ law does it condemn what Jesus did.  

There are some today who claim that Jesus did in fact break God’s sabbath laws, and that 
this is an example of God changing his mind. They want God to change his mind here so 
they can say that may change his mind on other things too, specifically sexual ethics. But 
this is to miss the central point of Jesus’ interaction with the Pharisees. Jesus does not 
change the law, or destroy the law, he comes to fulfill it. The laws that the Pharisees put 
around the Sabbath actually cause a person to miss the point of the law.  

The point of the Sabbath is that we are to rest in God’s care and worship him as the creator 
and sustainer of all things, us included. When we create all kinds of laws and rules around 
the Sabbath, we make the day of rest a day of burden. Add to that, forbidding doing good to 
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our neighbours by healing them, increases the burden all the more. This actually goes 
against what God desired of the sabbath, to be a picture of what God will bring us in the age 
to come, as Pastor Rich mentioned last week.  

Ironically, the Pharisees end their argument with the man saying, “You were steeped in sin 
at birth; how dare you lecture us!” This ironic in one sense since it is an obvious admission 
that they know that he was once blind but now he sees. The irony is that in saying this they 
admit two things, one Jesus has healed a man in a way nobody thought possible, and two, 
they recognize that they know about what Jesus has come to heal humanity from, original 
sin. This is why Jesus must bring new birth, living water, spiritual vision, to save people from 
their sin by removing their guilt on the cross and raising them to new life through the gift of 
the Spirit.  

The story culminates in the last dialogue between the healed man and Jesus. Keep in mind, 
this man has not yet seen Jesus. He spoke with him, had the mud put on his eyes, and left 
to wash it ob. It is Jesus who finds him after he has been excommunicated by the 
Pharisees. Jesus asks the man, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” The man asks who this 
person might be, so that he can believe in him. And Jesus responds, “You have now seen 
him…”  

Jesus has restored his vision in more than one way. Not only does he restore his physical 
eyesight, but he gives him eyes to see Jesus for who he truly is. The man says to Jesus, 
“Lord, I believe,” and then falls down worshipping him. This is the truest vision of all, as we 
truly see when we are worshipping God.  

Slide 23 

As I said earlier, that as the man born blind and the Pharisees interact with each other, they 
move in diberent directions from Christ, showing greater and lesser vision of the truth. The 
man moves ever closer to Jesus. He is healed, he tells of what Jesus has done for him, he 
confesses that he is a prophet, he confronts those trying to slander Jesus, defending him, 
recognizing where Jesus actually comes from. Finally, he meets again with Jesus, and 
professes him to be God in worshipping him, an act of truly seeing. 

Slide 24 

The Pharisees however do the opposite. They begin with questioning the man with a pre-
conceived idea of what the Messiah ought to be like, and what following God’s law ought to 
be like. Then they threaten to throw out Jesus’ disciples from the synagogue. Then they 
claim that Jesus is a “sinner.” By the end of the story they admit that they “don’t even know 
where he comes from.” They are truly blind. They can’t even see what is directly in their 
face, even when they have prepared so much.  
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Slide 25 

So, what is it about the man who was healed that helps him see? I think it is summed up in 
the line quoted in Amazing Grace, “I once was blind and now I see!” He humbly admits his 
blindness, both physically, and spiritually, and so he is open to receive Jesus for who he is, 
the Lord, worthy of worship. But the Pharisees, in their pride, put up a barrier right ob the 
bat. They claim that Jesus cannot be someone capable of healing a man born blind, even if 
the results are right in front of them, because he is going against their human traditions.  

Slide 26 

This is why Jesus finishes this story by saying, “For judgement I have come into this world, 
so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” The ‘judgement’ that Jesus 
is bringing the world is simply revealing what is in people’s hearts. This is why “the blind will 
see,” because as they, in their humility, come to Christ they receive real vision. But also, 
“that those who see will become blind,” as those who have a false pretense to know what 
God ought to be doing, creating laws, speaking on behalf of God and making judgements 
far beyond their capacity, will be shown to be what they are, spiritually blind.  

Like I said earlier, Jesus’ action of healing the blind man is like a parable. When one 
compares the Gospel of John to the other gospels, you might notice that Jesus doesn’t 
speak in any parables in John, whereas he does quite a bit in the others. John accomplishes 
the same thing that the parables do, teaching in such a way that you need ears to hear, in 
the way Jesus performs his signs. All these teach us to come to Jesus with humility, with 
hearts open to his word, admitting our need to have him revealed to us. We are blind, but 
now we see. This is rather than telling him what his word must say because of our 
preconceived ideas of who he should be.  

If we want to grow in spiritual vision, we need to emulate the blind man. This doesn’t mean 
that we need to physically blind ourselves, but coming to Jesus with the once-blind man’s 
humility. Admit to yourself, “I was blind.” Without Christ, I am lost; a sinner unable to help 
myself. But that now we see, we are given the gift of our salvation by Christ alone. Our 
spiritual sight comes in contemplating the one who does this, fixing your eyes upon Christ 
as the man did, and worshipping him.  

Likewise, if we want to avoid the blindness of the Pharisees, we must avoid their actions. 
We can’t come to Jesus telling him what he must be like to be God. What does our world 
teach us Jesus must be like if he is to be trustworthy? How many of us say in our hearts, 
“well if Jesus condemns my sin, then he’s not worth worshipping.” Proverbs 26:12 says, “Do 
you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him.” Do 
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not be “wise in your own eyes,” but allow your vision to be healed. If you do not, as Jesus 
plainly says here, “your guilt remains.”  

So then, we should pray that our minds be conformed to his. Spending time in God’s word, 
not looking for ways to justify ourselves and our actions, but trying to see Jesus on every 
page. Spend time in Church, worshipping God as the healed man did, longing to see the 
face of our Lord. This is why God has created us, to love him and enjoy him forever, to bring 
him glory in praise. This is why he heals all our eyes, to see him as he is, not how we want 
him to be.  

Let’s Pray.  


