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Luke Nativity Play and Sermon – Luke 1:26-38; 1:39:56; 2:1-20 

Introduction: (Paraphrase of Luke 1:1-4) 

Luke: Hello, I am Luke, the companion of Paul, a physician and historian. Today, I hope to 
read a bit of my story about the life of Jesus, and specifically to tell the story of how our 
Lord was born, at least part of it. I know others have ventured to tell this story before me, 
and even though I wasn’t there myself, as I travelled around the world with Paul, I talked 
with as many people as possible about these events. Some people I spoke with saw these 
things themselves, others studied God’s promises, to see how they are fulfilled in Jesus’ 
coming. It is amazing to see how God unfolded his promise of sending his Son to save us. 

I think it is important for you to have an orderly account. There are many wonderful things 
we could have said, but I like to focus on how God chose the most unlikely people to bring 
out the most amazing things. I’ve rounded up some of your children to do this, and I hope 
they will be able to give a nice picture as to what it might have been like to be in this very 
special part of God’s story, when he took on our flesh, and dwelt among us.  

Let’s start with how the Angel Gabriel told Mary about her miraculous pregnancy: 

Gabriel and Mary enter the stage. 

Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town 
in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28  

The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with 
you.”  

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  

30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”  

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even 
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 
unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”  
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38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 
angel left her.”  

Mary and Gabriel Exit. 

Wow. That must have been quite the experience! We might think that being greeted by an 
angel would be a nice experience, but notice they always have to tell people to not be 
afraid… When Mary was telling me this story you could tell it was present in her mind like it 
happened yesterday. Of course, how could you forget something like that! 

She seemed to be still curious about how the angel first addressed her, “you who are highly 
favoured! The Lord is with you.” “Highly favoured”? she thought, what on earth could make 
her, a young woman in the middle of nowhere Nazareth so “highly favoured”? Of course, 
she had no idea what was going to happen. Why would God overshadow her as he did to 
Moses on the mountain? Why would he choose such a nobody to be blessed like nobody 
else in history? Her humility is such a beautiful thing. 

We often say, “you can’t choose your parents,” and that is true for all but one. Our Lord not 
only chose his parents but created them. He made them what they would need to be to 
prepare him for what was coming. It is worth considering what kind of person God saw fit to 
bring his Son into this world. While Mary, in her humility is low before Gabriel, in the way he 
speaks to Mary, Gabriel knows that it is he who needs to be enamored with the one God 
chose to bring his Son into the world.  

Indeed, I have often thought about Mary’s response to Gabriel, “I am the Lord’s 
servant…May your word to me be fulfilled.” To me, it is clear why God chose a woman like 
Mary for this great task. Even though she was young, she was fully submitted to God. She is 
a prime example of the humility of faith that God desires of his people. Her response might 
be the very definition of faith, “May your word to me be fulfilled,” or as some others 
translate, “let it be.” God’s will not my own. Despite the cost, and trials she would have to 
endure because of being chosen for this task, her response is the response of humility and 
faith, “I am the Lord’s servant.” This attitude would be perfected by her son, but it is clearly 
seen in herself. 

She remembers that time thinking about what might happen to her. She knew that this 
would be an awkward conversation with her fiancée, hopefully too crazy a story to be made 
up. Even though they were engaged, and she knew he was a kind man, this is a bit of a 
surprise! She had nothing to fall back on, no status, no husband. She knew it would be 
hard, maybe impossible, for people to understand.  

All she had was the promise of God to fall back on. She thought to herself about how her 
people had relied on God’s promise in the past. Abraham, though childless, called to walk 
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with God until Isaac comes, and then being tested to sacrifice him. Moses, saved from 
Egypt, only to wander in the desert until he died. David, anointed king by Samuel, but 
hunted in the wilderness by Saul. The prophets, one by one, ignored while they warned of 
coming judgement, and the final coming of the one now inside her.  

She also thought about just how similar her situation was to all the stories of miraculous 
pregnancies that we hear of throughout God’s word. We remember Sarah, Rachel, Hannah, 
who all had struggled with pregnancy, but were eventually blessed with mighty oispring. Of 
course, Mary’s story is unique, seeing as she was a virgin. While those women’s 
pregnancies were moments of pure joy, hers would be shrouded with suspicion. Like all 
God’s people before her, she knew she was in for a rough ride.  

Slide 8 

Thankfully, Mary could look to the prophecy as foretold by Isaiah (7:14), “Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel.” Mary could look to prophecies like this, and to the history of how God has dealt 
with his people and take hope. Yes, he brings them through hard times, but always 
strengthens them in the process. In her we get a wonderful picture of faith in spite of the 
present situation. 

Slide 9 

When I heard what the angel Gabriel said to Mary, I immediately thought of another 
prophecy from Isaiah, this time from 9:6-7, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.7 Of the greatness of his 
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on 
and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.”  

Slide 10 

Of course, all these promises were given to David from the prophet Nathan, he says, “When 
your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your oispring to succeed 
you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will 
build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever…Your 
house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be 
established forever.’” We all know now who that descendent of David was, the only one 
who could have a kingdom that would last forever, our Lord Jesus Christ, the one who we 
were waiting for so long to come.  
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Mary knew that God did not change, that his word is sure for eternity, and though she was 
put in a hard place, that God would see her through it. He created her for this task. The 
same is for us. He created us for what we face today too. He will see us through our 
struggles, and no matter the diiiculties we face, he is faithful to his promise to be with us.  

Song: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus LUYH 56 

Slides 11-15 

Elizabeth and Mary enter the stage. 

Luke 1:39-56 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where she 
entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice 
she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 
43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the 
sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is 
she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”  

46 And Mary said:  

“My soul glorifies the Lord  
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48 for he has been mindful  

of the humble state of his servant.  

From now on all generations will call me blessed,  
4for the Mighty One has done great things for me—  

holy is his name.  
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,  

from generation to generation.  
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;  

he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.  
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones  

but has lifted up the humble.  
53 He has filled the hungry with good things  
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but has sent the rich away empty.  
54 He has helped his servant Israel,  

remembering to be merciful  
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,  

just as he promised our ancestors.”  
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. 

Mary and Elizabeth exit the stage. 

Slide 16 

After the angel Gabriel visited Mary, she went quickly to see her relative Elizabeth. The 
Angel mentioned that she too was having a miraculous pregnancy, as she was “well along 
in years.” We don’t have time to get into Elizabeth’s story too much this morning, other than 
to say that while their stories are similar, there was a real contrast between her and Mary. 
Mary was young, just betrothed. Elizabeth was an old woman. Mary came from the country, 
a small town in the middle of nowhere, Nazareth. Elizabeth came from Judea, the centre of 
God’s people. Mary seemed to be a nobody, and Elizabeth was the wife of a priest, a person 
of stature.  

The encounter we see between these two women is quite staggering. Somehow the person 
who would become John the Baptist was able to recognize his Lord while he was still in 
utero. John was a man so blessed by God that the Holy Spirit come upon him and his 
mother that she prophesied concerning the nature of Jesus and what a gift it was for him 
and his mother to come and visit them. John was skipping like a young goat in there, for the 
joy at the coming of the king. Indeed, the Spirit filled Elizabeth and she could not contain 
her joy as she did not merely say, but “In a loud voice she exclaimed” her blessing on the 
mother of our Lord.  

If what Mary says after in her song doesn’t make this clear, the fact that the Holy Spirit is 
empowering two women to prophesy in the house of a priest, tells us that Jesus is coming 
to lift up the humble and put down the proud. This is a theme we will see again and again in 
Jesus’ life. Jesus is doing the unexpected, while at the same time fulfilling a great promise. 
Zechariah, the husband of Elizabeth, had his own encounter with an angel, where he was 
made silent by the angel because of his disbelief. In this, Zechariah represents the whole 
people of Israel, who were praying for the Messiah to come, but do not believe when he 
does come. It is not these important people that get to tell the good news, but those that 
the world tends to ignore.  
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I will always remember the way that Mary sang her song to me. In her song, she delightfully 
draws from all over scripture to do so, showing how God has been preparing for her son to 
come. Of course, she looked to Hannah’s song when she heard she was pregnant with the 
prophet Samuel (1Sam.2:1-10), thinking about her lines as she travelled down to see 
Elizabeth. She also looked to David’s song of thanksgiving when he retrieved the Ark of the 
Covenant from the Philistines (1Chr.16:8-36). In some way, she too was like God’s Ark of 
the Covenant, as she now held God’s presence within her. In this, she teaches us about 
how all of us are like the Ark, as we also share her gift in holding God’s Holy Spirit within us.  

God is the subject of every single line in Mary’s song but two, and in these Mary speaks of 
her being blessed by God. The theme of the song is gratitude for giving such a wonderful gift 
to someone as lowly as her. Of course, she did not know yet that humility of spirit was going 
to be a central theme in her son’s teaching. She herself exemplifies this humility very well. 
Just as her “let it be” was a sign of sure faith, her recalling all God’s wonderful works, 
scattering the proud, bringing down rulers, and yet he remembers his people with mercy, 
puts God first in everything. That mercy is now seen in how he brings his new king into the 
world, fulfilling his promise.  

Mary is quite strong with her words as to how the proud will be brought down. The proud are 
on the one hand those who are rich and important, but more importantly, are those who 
oppose God’s plan to save his people. Mary’s hymn is a hymn of someone who recognizes 
how much she does not deserve the grace she receives, she is not proud, she is in a state 
of humility, both of spirit and of situation. Mary’s hymn is a hymn of someone who 
recognizes their powerlessness, but God’s awesome power. Not just awesome theoretical 
power, but awesome power that is doing something amazing.  

Everyone expects that it is up to them to get to God. All other religions thought that you 
needed to work for God’s favour, give him sacrifices, give him time and eiort. There are 
even some who profess Christ who trick themselves into thinking it’s on them to get to God. 
My friend Paul says in one his letters, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can 
boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). Mary’s song teaches us the same thing, that it is all on God. He is the 
giver, and we are recipients. We all receive with her the gift of the Son.  

It is those who are humble who receive God’s mercy, not the proud. The ones who have it 
all together in their mind or in the eyes of the world, but those who recognize who they are 
before an awesome and holy God and say, “my soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my saviour, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.” Let 
us show that same humble state in our hearts as we receive God’s gift with joy. Even though 
we all receive a great gift of God’s presence within us, making us like little Arks of the 
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Covenant, it is not because of us that we get this gift, but because of God. We then should 
be humbled by this, and give God the thanks he deserves.  

Song: Joy to the World LUYH 92 

Slides 17- 

Joseph, Mary, and animals etc. enter the stage. 

Luke 2:1-20 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.  

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to 
register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While 
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, 
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 
room available for them.  

Shepherds, and the Angel come to the area below the stage. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  

More Angels come up to the steps. 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying,  

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests.” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 
about.”  

16 So they hurried oi and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told 
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them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 
them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told.” 

Slide 25 

I begin this section by mentioning Caesar Augustus, not to say that Jesus was trying to do 
the same thing as him, but to contrast Jesus’ kingdom with Caesars. As if God coming to 
Mary out in the wilderness was not enough, he wanted to emphasize just how diierent his 
kingdom would be in the way he brought our Lord into the world. While Caesar’s birth was 
in fine halls, announced by orators in Rome, Jesus’ birth was announced to shepherds 
(even if he had angels to do it).  

Before Jesus came, everyone would think that the only way to reach the whole world with 
the gospel would be by taking control like a powerful leader, someone like Caesar 
Augustus, who at the time ruled most of the world. Caesar’s power was seen clearly in this 
story as he is able to make a pregnant woman like Mary travel for days for the purpose of a 
census, just so that they could be taxed properly. That Jesus sent his Son in this way tells 
us quite a bit about who his and why he came.  

That Jesus’ birth was announced to shepherds and not to someone like Caesar or Harrod, 
tells us about God’s kingdom. While we might think that shepherds are nice enough people 
today, but back then shepherds were held in high suspicion. They were always working out 
of town, sometimes associating with thieves in the wilderness who would prey on travelers. 
Because they were always out of town, they didn’t participate in ceremonial laws. In those 
days, a shepherd was not even permitted to testify in court, but it is to such as these that 
God have his greatest message.  

And what is this greatest message to these humble shepherds? That a saviour is born, the 
Messiah. But this is not the Messiah that they even they had expected, no, this Messiah is 
laying in a manger like a little lamb. What the angel says to the shepherds is very 
interesting. 

Notice, the angel says, that Jesus laying in a manger “will be a sign to you.” Typically, the 
fields that surround Jerusalem, Bethlehem included, would be reserved for the flocks that 
would supply the temple sacrifices. The temple would require a large number of animals 
for its sacrifices, and in order to supply this they set aside these fields. While we might 
recognize that Jesus laying in a manger would be a very humble place, amidst the animals, 
we might not see that he was there in the manger as a little lamb being prepared to be 
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sacrificed. As his cousin John the Baptist would say, “Behold, the lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world!” (Jn.1:29).  

This is why the Angel can say, “I bring you good news of great joy,” because this little lamb 
will come to take away the sin of the world. That the angel is saying this to lowly shepherds, 
even if they are there to prepare sheep for sacrifice on behalf of the temple, really 
emphasizes that this is good news of great joy for “all people.” Indeed, the whole scene 
shows how the meek and lowly will inherit the earth, and not the great and powerful. “All 
the people” would come not just to mean the meek and lowly of Israel, like these 
shepherds, but all of us too, those who have been brought into God’s people from outside. 
That is, all who come to God with humility, recognizing their sin, and accepting the lamb of 
God on their behalf.  

And what the meek and lowly will inherit is from “the Messiah, the Lord,” as the angel calls 
him. That is, not just the Messiah of the Lord, but “the Messiah, the Lord.” He is “the 
Messiah,” the promised King from David’s line born in David’s city, and “the Lord,” God 
himself. God comes to us in such a way to teach us about himself, and about what he 
desires as king. Not in the pomp of typical of kings, the way that kings are known to do, as 
Israel was warned they would when they took their first king, who would pull them down 
rather than point them up. No, this king would show them what God cares about. It is not 
that the meek and lowly are holier, it is that they are not as self-assured. They know their 
vulnerability. 

This message is sent to those disreputable shepherds, who are then given the task to 
spread the news to everyone around. If we see then that God entrusted such as these to 
spread his gospel, we should take hope that we too can do the same.   

It is only with this angelic announcement that we see the true meaning of this event. These 
are humble circumstances, nobody would simply know by looking at it, that this moment is 
Emmanuel, God with us. But it is proclaimed by God’s messengers, his angels, passed 
down to mere shepherds. And now we too have this same job, in our own humble 
circumstance, with our own humble people, to proclaim something that would be 
overlooked by so many. That Christ was born so many years ago in a humble place, and 
that he is born in us today as well.  

And let us take God’s point of view in this too. To not look to who and what the world thinks 
the important people are, but to see them as God sees them. God did not consider it 
beneath him to be born from an unwed young woman. God did not consider it beneath him 
to be born amidst animals in a barn. God did not consider it beneath him to announce his 
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good news to mere shepherds. No, far from being beneath him, it was part of his good news 
that it is good news for all people. And it is good news for us today! 

So let us go out and proclaim boldly that Christ is born today. Not to be a dictator like 
Caesar, but to bring glory to God. To bring “peace to those on whom his favour rests.” And 
we know that his favour rests on us, as we see where this little lamb went for us, to the 
cross, where he took our sin, and to the grave where he would rise again to new life for us. 
This is certainly, good news of great joy, that we have peace with God through the gift of his 
Son. Glory to God in the highest. 

Song: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LUYH 80 

 

 

 


