John 14:1-14 - | Am the Way

Let’s Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, you said that you are going to prepare a place for us, so too
prepare us for that place. As we hear your word, fill us with faith and love for you. As we feel
your earthly absence, let us long to be with you, and let that longing for you overcome all
other desires we might have for earthly things. In this, may we be prepared for our eternal
place. Do this through your word, by your Spirit. Amen.

This next section in Jesus’ conversation with his disciples in the upper room, where they
had the last supper before he was arrested, is often called ‘the farewell discourse’. Jesus
knew that he was going to be betrayed, as we saw last week, and he knew what that was
going to mean for his disciples. He knew that even Peter, the leader of the troupe, would
disown him when it mattered most, and this is why he chooses to say these words here,
comforting his friends even though he knows they will betray him. “Do not let your hearts be
troubled.”

Itis an awesome thing to think that Jesus, at the hour when he needed to be comforted
most, thought only of comforting his disciples. So great is his love for us, that even as he
knew that he was about to face the cross, he gives a speech intended to give them an
eternal security in the face of death. Jesus is going, but he is taking us with him.

Let us also receive his word of peace with God, John 14:1-14:

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2My Father’s
house has many rooms; if that were not so, would | have told you that | am going there to
prepare a place for you? *And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take
you to be with me that you also may be where | am. *You know the way to the place where |
am going.”

5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the
way?”

6Jesus answered, “l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. ’If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on,
you do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

°Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after | have been among you such a
long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? °Don’t you believe that | am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words
| say to you | do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is
doing his work. " Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at



least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. '*Very truly | tell you, whoever
believes in me will do the works | have been doing, and they will do even greater things than
these, because | am going to the Father. *And | will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and |
will do it.

This is the Word of the Lord.

How many of you have thought of the last conversation you had with someone before they
died? l imagine, for some of you, you might often think it could be the last time you get to
speak to someone, maybe even someone very important to you. That makes the words you
offer have a special quality, an intentionality. When you know the end is near, you can’t
afford to wait for another time to say something.
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Leonardo da Vinci famously said on his deathbed, “l have offended God and mankind
because my work did not reach the quality it should have.” In a way, he was overly modest,
but in another way he was right. His work was that of a true genius, truly wonderful,
beautiful paintings, imaginative excursions into science and engineering. And yet, da Vinci,
when faced with the grand beauty of the world he was exploring, did not perfectly fulfill his
call from God to be his image on earth. Da Vinci was a sinner like us all, and everything he
did was impacted by his sin. In his work, no matter how exquisite it was, could not make a
way to God.
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As | said in the introduction, this section is often referred to as ‘the farewell discourse’. This
is Jesus’ final message to his disciples with before he goes. At this time, Judas had gone,
and so it seems that Jesus was able to speak with a kind of candor he didn’t have
previously. Even though his other disciples would also betray him, that is not the end of
their story, as it was for Judas.

Itis important for Judas to have left, because now Jesus can comfort his disciples with
giving them the ultimate purpose for his coming. The ultimate purpose in Jesus’ coming is
to prepare a place for them in his Father’s house, a place where Judas would not be. Jesus
cannot comfort Judas with these words because he did not believe. No matter who we are,
we could be Leonardo da Vinci, if we do not believe in Jesus, there is ho way to the
presence of God.
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Jesus is the Way to the Father. Jesus’ last words are all about telling us why Jesus has to do
what he does, so that we can once more be in the presence of God. In order to comfort his
disciples, Jesus tells them about the goal for why he is doing what he is doing. Jesus tells us
who he is, the Son of God, perfectly united to the Father, and sent in order to bring us back
into his presence after we have been separated from him by our sin.

The disciples, who were shocked and horrified by Jesus washing their feet moments earlier,
would be even more horrified by his crucifixion, but regardless of their lack of
understanding, Jesus is doing this for them. This is his ultimate purpose in coming, to
prepare the way for God to be reconciled to his creation.
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Jesus is telling them this to fortify them. He wants them to know that he is in control, and
no matter what it might appear, what he is about to do is in their best interest. And even
more than comforting them in theirimmediate situation, they would need to be reminded
that Jesus is in control at all times in their lives. When Jesus ascends to heaven, they will be
left in animosity to those who killed Jesus to begin with, they need to be assured that God is
with them despite present circumstances.
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Jesus’ words in this passage are often used in funerals. Jesus says, “Do not let your hearts
be troubled.. | am going to prepare a place for you... my Father’s house has many rooms...”
While it is appropriate to say this at a funeral, we might get the wrong idea of heaven being
a mansion with billions of rooms for all of God’s people, the picture here is not so much a
literal depiction of heaven, as a metaphor for being reconciled to God.

When Jesus says that he is “preparing a place,” doesn’t mean Jesus going to heaven, and
like a pregnant mother, starts nesting, setting up a room for an awaiting child. No,
“preparing a place” means doing what is necessary for God’s people to be reconciled to
him.
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It is especially helpful to recognize that when Jesus speaks about his “Father’s house” he is
primarily talking about the temple." We need to be reminded of that because the temple is
not a big part of our lives like it would have been in Jesus’ day. “The house of the Lord” is the
most common designation for the temple in the Old Testament, called that over 600 times
(itis such a common designation, that it doubles the word ‘temple’ itself). However, Jesus
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isn’t simply referring to the literal temple, but the temple’s purpose. He is referring to the
temple in a new kind of way, as a place with many rooms, like a household.

Imagine a political candidate saying to you, “in the House of Commons, there are many
rooms, and | go there to prepare a place for you,” you would know that what they mean is
that they go there on behalf of you to maintain the country of Canada for all Canadians.
That is the purpose of the House of Commons, representation, and they plan to maintain
that. Here, Jesus is speaking to the purpose of the temple, reconciliation between
humanity and God.

God had to make a place like the temple so that his presence could be mediated due our
sin. What is the main thing that is done in the temple? Sacrifice. Sacrifice to cover over our
sin. God’s holiness is so powerful that we would be destroyed in his presence if his
sacrificial system was not in place. God set up a system in the temple so that we could
have a relationship with him, instead of enveloping us in his righteous wrath for our sin, he
envelops a sacrifice. But as Hebrews says, these are mere ‘copies and shadows’ of the
reality thatis to come.
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To prepare a place for us means to bring out the reality that the temple signified, to do what
is necessary to bring us back into God’s presence, unmediated by the temple and ongoing
sacrifices. In this way, Jesus is fulfilling the purpose of the temple in his crucifixion. Jesus is
going to prepare the possibility of being with God once again, this time not only the High
Priest on the Day of Atonement entering the Holy of Holies, but by all his disciples made
clean by his precious blood. This will lead to the temple then being in God’s people, as Paul
says of usin 1Cor.6:19, that we are temples of the Holy Spirit. We are then in God’s
presence, with himin us.

This new temple then, seen in part in Christ’s church, will be seen in full when Jesus comes
back to take us with him to the place he is going. This happens partly when we die, as
believers go to be with Christ in paradise, just as Jesus said to the thief on the cross beside
him. But it will happen fully in the resurrection, when we are all raised in glorious bodies
like his, and the whole earth is like a temple filled with God’s presence. This is the image we
get in the final chapters of Revelation. Jesus is the way to this presence, fulfilling the
purpose of the temple.
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After saying this, there is one misunderstanding that Jesus addresses with his disciples
when speaking about him being the Way. Part of our being estranged from God is seenin
the way that we don’t even know what our main problem is, that we are dead in sin, unable



to save ourselves. See how Thomas responds to Jesus, “Lord, we don’t know where you are
going, so how can we know the way?” Notice that Thomas still thinks that it is going to be
up to him to follow Jesus, all he needs is to know the way. Like all humans in our sinful
nature, we deep down think religion is primarily there to give a good way to follow, and then
itisuptoustodoit.
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Jesus gently corrects Thomas’ misunderstanding. Thomas wasn’t listening closely enough
to what Jesus had said just previously. Jesus said, “l will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where | am.” Jesus will take us with him, it is not something we can
do ourselves. It is not enough for the path to be trod first, as helpful as that can be, Jesus
must take us to be with him. Jesus says, he is the way, not he opens the way, but he is the
way.
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Curiously, the first Christians seemed to have been called, “the followers of the Way.” At
several times in Acts they are called by this, only later to be called “Christians.”

Some people, who are skeptical of the institutional church and maybe don’t want to be
associated with other Christians they don’t like, will say that Jesus’ followers were originally
called ‘followers of the way’ because they weren’t defined by their beliefs, but by their
practices. Thus, they do not need the beliefs of the church, but only to follow Jesus as an
example, a way to live (this isn’t true of all that use this designation, but many that | have
seen). This is not what Jesus means, even if certain practices are included in the Christian
life.
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Jesus not only provides the way, but is the way, and only Jesus can do this because of who
he is. Jesus defines the way by saying that he is also the truth, and the life. We might
rephrase this by saying that Jesus is the true and living way to God’s presence, unlike the
temple, which was preparing God’s people for Jesus’ coming. The temple is passing away in
mediating access to God’s presence, but Jesus is the living way to him. Jesus can be the
living way because he is that presence of God on earth in himself. He does not merely
attest to the truth, he is “The truth.” He does not lead us to life, he is “the Life.” As the only
true God, Jesus is truth and life in themselves.
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This is why Jesus gives this profound and mysterious declaration of his divine life, saying, “I
am in the Father, and the Father is in me.” Jesus is not merely a prophet, giving the words of



God as an instrument, but he is God himself. In Jesus, understood in his word by his Spirit,
we get the best picture of God possible. As God is fully one, when we see the Son working
on earth, we get a picture of God himself. Paul says, “in Christ God was reconciling the
world to himself...” (1Cor.5:19). God did not torture Jesus like some abusive father placating
his wrath, Jesus was a willing sacrifice. This is an essential part of the wonderful mystery of
the gospel, that God became man to save us from our sin.
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And in becoming man, God fulfills the deepest human longing, one that we are all created

with, the desire to see God. This is Phillip’s request, “Lord, show us the Father and that will
be enough for us.” Here Phillip echoes Moses in Deuteronomy when he asks of God, “Now
show me your glory” (Ex.20:18). Even here, Moses was no permitted to see God’s face, but
in Christ we see what Moses desired.
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But there is still the question of what then are we to do? We are not absent from this
equation, Jesus himself says “whoever believes in me will do the works that | have been
doing...” If we recognize that Jesus is the way to God’s presence, and that we are totally
reliant on him to bring us there, that it is not up to us to walk a way that he opens, but he
takes us there because he is God himself, we are still left with the time until Jesus returns
and takes us to the place he has prepared for us. In this way, Thomas’ question is still valid,
what is the way we should go? The rest of Jesus’ answer helps us with this too.

The way of the Christian life then, is then defined by what Jesus answers to Philip, “whoever
believes in me will do the works that | have been doing...” Jesus provides the way and the
means to follow the way, our place is to simply believe, to be filled with his life is to do the
things he does. It flows naturally from the life that he gives us. We are saved by faith alone,
but the life that comes out of that faith is the same eternal life that we see in Jesus.
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Jesus says to us, we will do “even greater” things than he is doing. This doesn’t necessarily
mean that we will all be raising the dead like Lazarus, or feeding the five thousand, but that
because we recognize who he is, all that we do will give God the glory that he deserves.
During Jesus’ life, he did not receive the glory owed to him, but was constantly
misunderstood by all, even his disciples. His own people put him on the cross. Sometimes
people catalogue the miracles of Acts to see if they are greater than the miracles of Jesus to
prove what Jesus says here, but that misses the point. Needless to say, none of the works
of the Apostles are greater than the incarnation, let alone the crucifixion and resurrection.
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While the Apostles did do amazing miracles after Jesus ascended to heaven, this is not the
main point of Jesus’ words here. One commentator says, “If we apply this to the differences
between Jesus’ works and those of his disciples, we might say that the disciples’ works
were greater than his because they had the privilege of testifying by word and deed to the
finished work of Christ, and the fuller coming of the kingdom that it ushered in, whereas
Jesus’ ministry prior to his death and resurrection only foreshadowed these things.”? Itis in
that sense that our works are greater, not in every sense. The very value in the Apostle’s
miracles was in that they testified to the truth of the gospel.

Remember, Jesus’ miracles are not simply shows of power, but they are signs, showing
what Jesus came for. In Christ’s church, we see that to a greater reality than when he was
on earth. The church, as the kingdom of God on earth, gives us a picture of what will come
with greater clarity than we see with Jesus. With the work that we do on earth, we are able
to give glory to God by bringing his people to him.
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Martin Luther says, “Miracles, of course, are still the least significant works, since they are
only physical and are performed for only a few people. But let us consider the true, great
works ... Christians have the gospel, baptism, and the Sacrament, by means of which they
convert people, snatch souls from the clutches of the devil, wrest them from hell and
death, and bring them to heaven.”®

That is why we pray in Jesus’ name, to give him glory for what he does through us.
Sometimes we might think that when Jesus says, “You may ask me for anything in my
name, and | will do it,” that he means his name has some kind of magical power, that like an
incantation when we evoke it whatever we want will come to be. This is a significant
distortion of who God is, he is not our errand boy. It would be wise for us to pay attention to
what Jesus says right before this, “so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”

When we ask for something in Jesus’ name, we should ask what his name means. What
does Jesus’ name mean, but ‘God saves’. Augustine says, “whenever we ask for what
opposes the benefit of our salvation we aren’t asking for in the Saviour’s name. And yet he
is the Saviour not only when he does what we ask for but also when we doesn’t do it,
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because by not doing what he sees is contrary to our salvation he shows all the more that
he is our Saviour.”* Jesus comes to reconcile us to God, as a saviour to save us. And the life
we have now is defined by that salvation. His very name means saviour, the one who
reconciles us to God, and that is what it means to pray in his name.

That is what a life lived in belief in Jesus as the way looks like. Desiring above all else to be
once more in the full presence of God, to see him face to face. Everything else is qualified
by that. Because he reconciles us to God, we can glorify God again through our works.
Sometimes these works might not look like much to the world—Ilike the works of Leonardo
da Vinci—they might look more like Jesus’ foot-washing, but they are truly done in Jesus’
name, by his power. That gives them an eternal aspect, done through faith.

We must remember that the place where Jesus brings the most glory to God, is on the
cross. When we pray for something in Jesus’ name, it might mean following him there. But
we remember this as a comfort, that our hearts should not be too tied to things that are
passing away, but to eternal things. In fact, part of Jesus leaving us on earth, is to draw our
hearts to him in his absence. To long for him, and in our longing, we are prepared to see him
face to face.

Let’s Pray.
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