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Gentle Marching Orders John 14:15-31 
Trinity CRC, March 2, 2025 Rev. Richard J. deLange 
John Series  

Hear now the Word of our Lord from John 14:15-31 

Jn 14:15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another advocate to help you and be with you forever—17 the Spirit of truth. The 
world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, 
for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 
you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I 
live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you 
are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one 
who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love 
them and show myself to them.” 

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself 
to us and not to the world?” 

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, 
and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love 
me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the 
Father who sent me. 

25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, 
you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have 
told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 30 I will not 
say much more to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me, 
31 but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the Father and do exactly 
what my Father has commanded me. 

“Come now; let us leave.  

This is the Word of the Lord.  

Beloved of God,  

Are you fighting alone? What’s the fight you’re fighting? Do you feel alone in your 
battle with addiction or an eating disorder? Do you feel isolated by your depression? Do 
you feel you can’t share the struggles you’re going through in your marriage or in your 
family? Do you feel alone because you’re single? Maybe you’re struggling with your 
identity and feel isolated and unable to share that pain. And some of us might be feeling 
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like the possible US tariffs will be difficult to handle. This raises your anxiety level so you 
feel isolated and afraid.  

You know something? You’re not alone. If nothing else, Jesus knows your struggle 
and he’s with you in it. Moreover, he promises us some help in his parting words that we 
just read together.  

As Moses and Joshua prepared to leave the people, they gave parting words like 
“be strong and courageous.” Jesus too is giving words to prepare his disciples for his 
departure and also to help us in our daily battles as we seek to be his faithful disciples in 
this world. His words are gentle marching orders for you and me, God’s children, his 
disciples.  

Check Your Heart 

His help for us starts with a heart test. In the previous verses that we looked at last 
Sunday, Jesus made it clear that he’s got things under control. He repeats that here too. 
He is God. He’s one with the Father. He’s secured the Way for our salvation. So, he 
speaks now to his uncertain, doubting and fumbling disciples who will face challenges 
when he’s gone. And to us who face challenges as his disciples today, Jesus says in 
effect, “Listen, I love you. My Father loves you. And we’re here for you. Now, lean into 
that love by loving me back. You show that love and even grow that love by looking to 
obey the commands I give you. And you do that because you know I’ve loved you first.”  

I hope it’s clear to everyone here that our obedience does not earn us God’s 
favour or love. Nothing we do can make Jesus love us more. His love for us is secured 
through his death on the cross and victory over our sin through his resurrection. Our 
obedience is simply our loving response to his amazing love for us. Judy Gattey, a Bible 
teacher for 45 years, writes, our “Obedience is not a work to earn salvation, but rather the 
result of our trust in the Lord. Obedience demonstrates trust, respect, and love. 
Obedience is the test of our spiritual condition.”  

I’ve been reading through the books of Leviticus and Numbers lately. Whew, that 
can be some tough reading. The lists of requirements are long. The lists of names can be 
pretty boring. But the hard-heartedness of God’s people is the toughest thing to read 
about. The rebellion against those God has placed in authority over his people is 
remarkable. Moses and Aaron face constant opposition from the very people they helped 
deliver from 400 years of slavery in Egypt. The opposition to them is regarded as 
disobedience to God. The people clearly don’t trust that God is leading them. They don’t 
believe him to be faithful. So they grumble and complain—even consider going back to 
Egypt! They trust themselves and their own ways which repeatedly leads them into 
trouble.  

Now in v.15 of our reading Jesus says, “If you love me, you will obey what I 
command.” (1984 NIV) Or put in a different form, 15 “If you love me, keep my commands.” 
(2011 NIV). Later in vv.23 & 24 he says it like this: 23 “If anyone loves me, he will obey my 
teaching” while 24 ”he who does not love me, will not obey my teaching.”  
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Why do we obey? Because we know that Jesus loves us first and he loves us 
perfectly and will never lead us astray. He’ll never ask us to do and bear anything that 
isn’t somehow going to be good for us. As the Way, we can trust him for salvation and for 
truthful guidance for living life to the fullest.  

This means when the Bible give directions about things we find hard to do, like, 
“husbands love your wives like Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,” it 
means men better do their utmost to cherish their wives and be a blessing to them, even 
when it’s tough. Do you think it was easy for Jesus to go to the cross for our sins? That’s 
how he loved the Church!  

This means when the Bible says things like, “Children honour your parents” then 
as a child who loves Jesus, we need to try hard to listen to our mom and dad. Parents 
aren’t perfect like Jesus is, but Jesus tells us we need to learn to obey them because that 
will also help us learn to trust him and obey everything else he tells us in the Bible. One 
fellow I heard recently talked about disrespecting his dad well into his 30s. Then after 
being convicted by the Holy Spirit to honour his dad better, he worked at it more 
intentionally. And, he said, their relationship improved greatly. That, in turn, grew his 
relationship with God stronger. This is God’s good way for us. It works!  

This teaching also means when the Bible says things like, “Obey those in authority 
over you and pray for them” then we should be trying to obey our governments and 
honour them, hard as it may be at times. At minimum, we must be praying for them. And 
when we pray for people, it’s pretty hard to hate them. Think of Christians in places 
where they are persecuted by their governments for their faith in Jesus. Their obedience 
is blessed by God and is often used to draw others to Jesus. The ways of God 
sometimes sound crazy to those who don’t love Jesus and trust his word but they are 
good for us, for the church and for society at large.  

You see friends, as children of God, we “do not consider God’s commands, 
principles, and guidance for our life too heavy, unpleasant, or unreasonable.” Our love for 
Jesus, our confidence in him and his desire to bless our lives makes us want to do what 
he says, even when that’s hard. It’s how we show our love. That’s the way Jesus 
exemplified it too. He says in v.31, 31 “…I love the Father and do exactly what my Father 
has commanded me.”  

Where’s your heart at with Jesus? Do you trust him so much that you want to do 
whatever he says? Even when it might be hard?  

Empowered by the Spirit 

Guess what, you’re not alone in this call to loving obedience. The one who calls us 
to show our love by our obedience knows our weakness. That’s why he comes to our aid.  

As if salvation by grace alone was not enough, Jesus adds the gift of his Holy 
Spirit. Jesus not only promises salvation but also the gift of the Holy Spirit’s power to help 
us live more fully into the life of love and obedience he has won for us. It’s the life he 
earlier called “life to the fullest” (Jn 10:10). This is a life that gives us both the desire and 
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the ability to obey God. Put another way, Jesus is saying, “If you love me, obey my 
commands. And I’ll help you do that.”  

Jesus promises that his Father will send the parakleto. In some translations, that’s 
the Comforter. In others, it’s the Advocate. And in others, it’s the helper. In the advocate 
sense, the Holy Spirit is the one who stands by people in their trouble, like a lawyer 
defending someone in court. But it’s broader than just court. This is where the term 
Comforter comes in. The Spirit is in us always and forever, there to help us day in and 
day out. Jesus says in v.16, “The Father sends (the Spirit) to be with us forever.” Wow, 
the Spirit lives in us and is the very presence of God with us. The nurturing, helping and 
strengthening presence of God. And since he’s helping us to obey, Jesus adds that he’s 
the Spirit of truth (v.17). He helps us live the true life, life to the fullest.  

So, when I asked earlier if we feel like we are fighting our battles alone, we can be 
assured that we aren’t. As Jesus takes leave of this world, he promises the indwelling 
Holy Spirit to help us in our troubles, weaknesses, temptations and everything else that 
we struggle with. Jesus adds that he won’t leave us as orphans. When Mom and Dad 
have died or are gone for some other reason, that child is an orphan. Jesus knows that 
orphans would be weak and vulnerable to being mistreated or misused. They would be 
unable to provide for themselves. Jesus says the Holy Spirit comes to ensure we aren’t 
left alone like orphans, no matter what challenges we face in life.  

So, when fighting the battle against ourselves trying to be “king of the castle” in the 
world, instead of a servant of others, we have the always present Holy Spirit to guide our 
hearts and minds. He helps us to act righteously. When feeling alone and discouraged, 
we must remember we are never alone. God dwells in us. The Holy Spirit has made our 
body his temple, his dwelling place, his home. He is present to lift up our hearts, to give 
us vision to see beyond ourselves. He can even bring people into our lives to further help 
us. He can keep us from becoming despondent and self-absorbed so that, instead, we 
see others in need and show them love. He’s the counselor who teaches us how to be 
content in our aloneness.  

I just love hearing from people who say they have found the Comforter’s help in 
their aloneness, sometimes after many years of marriage where they have always had a 
person nearby.  

Young people, in school the Holy Spirit gives you strength to focus and study. 
Other times, he supplies words and strength to stand up to peer pressure.  

Similarly, we face challenges at work to do things God’s way. The Spirit helps us 
take a stand against evil or dishonest practices and to do things the right and best way. 
When that might result in job loss, the Spirit of truth promises to help us through that too.  

Name the need, my friends, and Jesus has given us the Holy Spirit to help us.  

Ths is all ours because of Jesus’ victory over our sin through his death and 
resurrection. And we can add his ascension, after which he sends the Spirit. We might 
think it would be nice to have Jesus with us in person. But, remember, the Holy Spirit can 
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be with and in each and every one of us always, while Jesus as a man could only be in 
one place at a time.  

So, do you realize how blessed we are to be empowered by the Holy Spirit? He is 
always with us to help us live the life of loving obedience Jesus calls us to live! That’s 
amazing!!  

Go Forward in Confidence  

So, friends, if love for Jesus motivates us each day and if we have the Holy Spirit 
living in us, empowering, directing and giving us peace each day, then we can confidently 
move forward in life. Remember, Jesus is giving his Farewell Discourse. These parting 
words are meant to encourage his disciples and us. He wants us to live in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, not in fear. That’s why he says again in v.27,  

Jn 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

Without the confidence of the Holy Spirit’s presence and help, we are alone. But 
we’re not alone as believers. That’s the great news. Is there any power greater than 
God? No! None! We have the greatest power in us and with us. That’s why we don’t have 
to be afraid. That’s why we should be eager to live a life of love for God and our 
neighbour. It’s in the Spirit’s power that we step forward to do those things God puts on 
our heart and that he has already clearly revealed to us in the Bible.  

Jesus did hard things because he loved his Father, he said. He talks here about 
the prince of the world—Satan—coming which references Jesus’ upcoming suffering and 
death. This is the depths of his love for us and his sacrificial obedience.  

We live in a world that doesn’t like hardships. Our western world in particular is 
averse to it. We’ve grown accustomed to having a pretty comfortable life. Yes, sickness 
hits pretty well everyone of us at some point. And death cannot be avoided. But we live in 
comfortable homes. We have education. We have jobs. We have grocery stores. We 
generally even have money to spend on whatever we wish. We have our first-world 
problems. So, when something uncomfortable or hard comes, we either get anxious or 
immediately try to avoid it.  

But love is the command of Jesus even when it’s hard. Sometimes love calls us to 
get out of our comfort zone and requires sacrifice and hard obedience as it did for Jesus. 
His truth spurs us to embrace the distinctives of being God’s people today. Yes, living by 
the truth can make life harder here and now, but we have the promises that it won’t last 
and that we have a hopeful tomorrow. So in living this way, the Spirit helps us to stay on 
track and to remember the longterm promises and hope we have because of Jesus. We 
can live by the truth of God’s word, moving forward confidently and fearlessly because 
we’re not alone. The Spirit’s power is our strength. The Spirit’s peace is our peace. This 
is something, Jesus says, the world does not know because it won’t accept him.  

In other words, we are fools if we let the world direct the Church. “The world 
cannot receive the Spirit” because it neither sees the Lord Jesus nor knows him as Lord. 
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The world has no love for him and no desire to obey his commandments because they 
do not know how wonderful he is. The world hates Jesus. And we would too if it wasn’t 
for his grace to us. So, the church and we as Christians can’t take our marching orders 
from the world, though we are often tempted to do so. Love is not defined by the world’s 
standards that whatever we want to do is good, as long as it doesn’t hurt anyone. Our 
love is tied to obedience to the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit who also inspired and 
gave us the Bible.  

Church, let us listen closely to our Lord Jesus’ command to love and its connection 
to our obedience. We can do all things in the strength of our Lord Jesus by the Holy 
Spirit’s indwelling presence. We are not alone. And because of this, we are not weak. 
God is with us. Let us live confidently knowing this precious truth. Let us love as our Lord 
Jesus calls us to do and heed his gentle marching orders for our lives. He is with us!  


