Sermon by Erik deLange, Ransomed for Freedom, March 23, 2025 at Trinity CRC, Edmonton

Ruth Meets Boaz in the Grain Fiéld |

2 Now Naomi had a relative on her husband's side, a man of standing from the clan of
Elimelek, whose name was Boaz.

2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick up the leftover
grain behind anyone in whose eyes | find favor.”

Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” ® So she went out, entered a field and
began to glean behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she was working in a field
belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelek,

4 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, “The LORD be with
you!”

“The LORD bless you!” they answered.
% Boaz asked the overseer of his harvesters, “Who does that young woman belong to?"

®The overseer replied, “She is the Moabite who came back from Moab with
Naomi. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the
harvesters.” She came into the field and has remained here from morning till now,
except for a short rest in the shelter.”

% So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don't go and glean in another field
and don't go away from here. Stay here with the women who work for me. ® Watch the
field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the women. | have told the
men not to lay a hand on you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from
the water jars the men have filled.”

1% At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, “Why have |
found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?”

" Boaz replied, “I've been told alf about what you have done for your mother-in-

law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your
homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. ' May

the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by

the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.”




13 “May | continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord,” she said. "You have put me at

ease by speaking kindly to your servant-——though | do not have the standing of one of
your servants.”

14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, "Come over here. Have some bread and dip it in the
wine vinegat."”

When she sat down with the harvesters, he offered her some roasted grain. She ate all
she wanted and had some left over. 1% As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his
men, “Let her gather among the sheaves and don't reprimand her. 1 Even pull out some
stalks for her from the bundles and leave them for her to pick up, and don't rebuke her.”

1750 Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. Then she threshed the barley she had
gathered, and it amounted to about an ephah.u ® She carried it back to town, and her
mother-in-law saw how much she had gathered. Ruth also brought out and gave her
what she had left over after she had eaten enough.

1% Her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you glean today? Where did you work?
Blessed be the man who took notice of you!”

Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one at whose place she had been working,.
“The name of the man | worked with today is Boaz,” she said.

20 "The LORD bless him!" Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. "He has not stopped
showing his kindness to the living and the dead.” She added, “That man is our close
relative; he is one of our guardian-redeemers,u”

21Then Ruth the Moabite said, “He even said to me, 'Stay with my workers until they
finish harvesting all my grain.”

22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It will be good for you, my daughter, to go
with the women who work for him, because in someone else’s field you might be
harmed.”

285 Ruth stayed close to the women of Boaz to glean until the barley and wheat
harvests were finished. And she lived with her mother-in-law,



Good morning!

[At my home church in Cornerstone CRC] We are in the middle of a
sermon serious on the various models of the atonement—which are
the various ways in which you and | can come to understand Christ’s
sacrifice in a deeper way. Today we are focussing on the Ransom
theory, in which God “buys us back” from our debt to sin and claims
us for himself.

In Hebrew, the word Ransom & Redeem are the same word, and
both mean and exchange made to buy someone or something back.

Mark 10:45 says, “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” [Funny story
about my Dad. One time at one of our previous churches he said
boldly, “For the Son of Man did not come to serve, but to BE
SERVED"]. Of course that was a long time ago. Now he’s a seasoned
veteran, doesn't say dumb stuff off the pulpit anymore does he? I'm
just kidding, | know he does. That's why we love him!] But the point
here is, Jesus Christ gives himself for our ransom.

1 Timothy 2:5-6, “5 For there is one God and one

mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, ¢ who
gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been
witnessed to at the proper time.”

So throughout scripture we see this understanding of the
atonemnt as a ransom emerge: A price that has been paid to buy
us back. And it's not just scripture, our very own Heidelberg
Catechism, with refrence to scriptures, pays Homage to this




Atonement model when it says, “he has fully paid for all my sins
with his precious blood and set me free from the Tyranny of the
Devil.”

Of course, no model perfect encapsulates everything that Jesus
did for us on the cross, and they're all metaphors in some way
with their own strengths and limitations. No one model is
sufficient for us to grasp the whole mystery of what is the Holy
Trinity has done for us on our behalf through Calvary.

This is why, with all Theology it is absolutely important that we
stay grounded in Biblical Narrative, in Scripture. Not just because
Scripture is ultimately where we get all our theology from, but
most contemporary philosophers agree there are things that we
can learn from Stories, that ideas just can't capture.

Biblical Scholar NT Wright actually believes that story is the basis of
all of our knowing. How do you know what a chair is for? You have
a history—a story—about that chair. Before you were conscious,
back when you were still a Baby perhaps, you saw people getting

up and sitting down in chairs, and much more than and idea--that
formed a story in your mind that taught you what a chair was for.

And it's the same with Biblical ideas. Back of the idea, there's the
story. And the story behind the Ransom model of the Atonement
is the story of Ruth & Boaz.

In Ruth & Boaz's time there was a specific code about how money
& redemption works. Leviticus 25 gets into all the laws



surrounding Israel and when it comes to debt, and slavery. In the
law of that day, if you fell into poverty you could start by selling
off your things: your house, your assets, but if you went into even
more debt you would then sell yourself into Slavery, which at the
time was a sort of Bond-servitude in which you would work off for
an agreed upon number of years the debt by being a bond-
servant to someone else. -

For Ruth & Naomi, things were dire. Naomi had lost just lost her
husband and all her sons. Everyone deserted her except for her
daughter-in-law Ruth who had also lost her husband—Naomi’s
son. They were on the edge of losing everything. They had very
little to their name, and if things kept getting worse, according to
the rules of the day, it's entirely possible that bond-servitude
would have been next for them.

There are people in situations like this all over Canada. People
with addictions. People experiencing homelessness. Anyone in
Canada who is under 30 who wants to buy a home someday. But
not only that, all of us can understand the anxiety of looming
poverty, and dire circumstances when they're understood
metaphorically. We all know the feeling of things getting tighter
and tighter until it feels like the debt is simply too much. Take a
simple example, like relationships.

In our busy world, time is something many of us do not feel like we
have. And because of that trying to make friends can be really hard.
You ever have a friend you’ve been trying to connect with or get 1o




know and stuff just keeps coming up. Eventually you’'re just like,
“man, | have bailed on this so many times, I'm just going to accept
that we will not be friends.” Which is so sad, because both of you
WANT to be friends. You just simply can’t find the time. You’ve put it
off, cancelled, and rescheduled so often, the debt you feel you owe
just gets so big you go, “you know what? This friendship isn’t going to

work out.” &&

People who study Procrastination have figured out how it works. You
know that feeling where you put something off at work or school or a
conversation in a relationship for so long it just gets bigger and
bigger and bigger in your mind until you don’t wantto do it at all.
Studies found the psychological reason behind Procrastination was
the intense feelings of Guilt & Shame surrounding the task. The
‘more you put it off, the more you associate that task with the intense
feelings of Guilt & of Shame, and you think, “well | can’t start now,
it’s too late.”

e |can’t startthe paper now, there’s only 5 hours left before it’s
due

e | can’t get started on that work assignment now it’s already
3pm, and l only have 2 hours left to work on it.

The studies show, the more we put things off, the more intense
those feelings of anxiety, shame, and guilt become and now we are
not just daunted by the task, we associate the uncomfortable
emotions surrounding the task with the task and it gets that much
harder to do.




So we retreat. Maybe into an addiction. Maybe intoc some self-
comfort of Netflix or Food. On some level, we ignore and retreat
from reality in order to ignore those uncomfortable emotions.

When | was in College, | would occasionally be in such a bad mood.
Maybe because of something spiritual, physical or emotional, and |
had this thought, | just want to kill a whole day. Either playing video
games, listening to music, or laying in bed. Literally had that
thought: I’'m just going to kill this day. And it would occasionally feel
like I had no other choice. There was no other way to right the wrong
of all my built up procrastination and uncomfortable emotions than
to just kilt a day.

And it doesn’t end with distractions. If that keeps going it can lead to
even more destructive & addictive patters, and even deeper sins.

Then before we know it, we feel enslaved to sin. For many people
when it gets that bad, Sin begins to feels dark & inescapable. Take
Murder. In all these revenge films don’t they make Murder just seem
like the only fair & logical response to such extreme injustice and sin
committed against them? Or Stealing? Falling upon such dire
straits, it’s amazing how many sins stem from this experience of

You cah see how in all of these scenarios: weather we want to Kill a
day, Kill ourselves, or Kill another person, it’s sin that has gotten
ahold of us and makes us feels like its debtor. We feel like we HAVE
to take this sin through to completion. We can’t stop.

In Ruth & Naomi’s situtation, they did not give into the desparate
temptations of sin. Instead, quite quickly Ruth stumbled upon and
put her trust in the righteous and Just man, Boaz. Ruth & Naomi’s




desperate situation of poverty turned around when she learned
about Boaz. “He is our kinsmen-redeemer,” Naomi told her. And
when she says that she is referring once again to Leviticus 25.

In Leviticus 25, there was one way out of the selling of all your
possessions and the selling of yourself into bond-servitude. And that
solution it says in Leviticus 25 was this:

25" one of your fellow Israelites becomes poor and sells
some of their property, their nearest relative is to come and
redeem what they have sold.

About personal items such as a house. And then later, about bond-
servitude, It says,

47 1f a foreigner residing among you becomes rich and any
of your fellow Israelites become poor and sell themselves to
the foreigner or to a member of the foreigner's clan, 48 they
retain the right of redemption after they have sold
themselves. One of their relatives may redeem them.

Boaz, was not Ruth’s biological Kinsmen. But, but he was a close
relative of Naomi. And so when Ruth stumbled upon Boaz, you can
see why Naomi—knowing the law of Leviticus—would have been
delighted. Ruth was getting to know a redeemer who could buy back
the land they lost, and prevent them from the impending dire
circumstances of slavery. And that’s exactly what he did.

In our lives, when we feel tired, burnt out, angry, rageful, burdened
by injustice, or even just racked with the guilt of our own slothful




procrastination. We too, need a redeemer. Someone who can buy us
back from our poverty.

And here’s the funny thing about the Gospel. Jesus understands.
When we rack up a debt of sin or shame from procrastination or
injustices done to us. He doesn’t say, just man up and pull yourself
up by your bootstraps, be strong and resist temptation. Jesus knows
it’s not just a matter of will-power or character development that will
overcome the temptation. He knows we live in a sinful world in
which at times the burden of sin is just too great to bear. Where it
feels like we owe ourselves to sin.

This is where Jesus steps in. Jesus our redeemer says, that debt you
feel you owe to sin. To Kill a day, to Kill another Person, to Kill
yourself. I’'m taking it. 'l pay the debt. I’'m taking that debt to sin
upon my own shoulders.

Jesus says, in the place of your debt to sin, | place myself. Take me.
Focus your rage, your angst, your discomfort on me. | will bear your
sins and the sins of the whole world, and | will step in in place of
them for you, ransoming and redeeming you, you can go free.

When life gets so dire that we just want to run away from the world,
or worse sell ourselves into slavery to make up for it. Jesus comes
down to us in that very place. He pays our debt to Sin, he takes our
place & sets us free.

When we were foreigners to God, poor & estranged from him, the
Bible says Jesus, who the Bible says was equal to God, came down
to earth, taking on human flesh, becoming our kinsmen-redeemer,
to ransom us & set us from our own patterns of slavery to sin. Jesus
who was far beyond us, one with God himself, became our kinsmen.




Became our close relative through the taking on of human flesh. &
he paid our debt & set us free.

So now we owe sin nothing. In our relationships, our
procrastination, we get a brand new re-start. We can stop being so
hard on ourselves. And when the rage at injustice in the world
builds, we owe sin nothing.Now we who were poor have become
rich.

And now we can share the wealth with others. Whether it’s the
wealth of relationship, good mental health, or financial wealth.
Jesus redemption for us, beckons us to share that wealth and help
redeem others from their pit of poverty.

We don’t Save People’s souls for everlasting life, but Christians who
have been redeemed join Jesus in sharing the good news of a rich
man who can pay all their debts, to sin—to themselves—and to
others. And share the riches of our well-being, growth, and wisdom
with other people.



