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Prayer

1 Peter 2:11-25

1 Dear friends, | urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful
desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the
pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds
and glorify God on the day he visits us.

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to
the emperor, as the supreme authority, # or to governors, who are sent by him to
punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. *>For it is God’s will
that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 6 Live as
free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves.
Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor
the emperor.

18 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only
to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19 For it is
commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they
are conscious of God. 2° But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing
wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is
commendable before God. 2! To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you,
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

22“He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
23When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he
made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He
himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live
for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 2> For “you were like sheep
going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your
souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.

People of God,

| never really paid attention to the lyrics of Aretha Franklin’s old ballad,
Respect. The tune is catchy and a challenge to spell out the word while singing as
well as Franklin did. The lyrics seems to be the cry of a wife to her husband: “all I'm
asking from you when you get home is just a little respect.” There’s trouble in the
home; the wife works as hard as the husband, but he seems to suspect her of
unfaithfulness. Meanwhile, she’s giving her all to the marriage, their home and their
finances. It's a sad song, really. But | think it's meant to be a type of fight song. I'm
not going to take this anymore.



A little respect goes a long way. It goes a long way in the marriage, in the
home and family, in the church, in school, in the workplace and in society as a whole.
While our sinful nature doesn’t want to give it, our Lord Jesus calls his redeemed
people to do so. The words | want to focus on this morning come in the middle of the
passage we read, v.17, where in our NIV Bible it says:

1Pet2:17 Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear

God, honor the emperor.

Just notice how respect, love, fear and honour are all tied together. You could even
say that love, fear and honour are aspects of respect. Actually, the words translated
as respect and honour in this verse have the same root. And fear is about standing in
awe and having reverence which doesn’t happen without respect. Other translations
of the verse bear this out:

217 Honor all people, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the king. (NET)
217Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. (ESV)

217 Do honour to all people; love the family; reverence God; honour the emperor. (NT
Wright)

We can also think back to the Heidelberg Catechism answer that we said
together earlier. Speaking to the fifth commandment which says, “Honour your father
and your mother”, the catechism uses words that may not sit well with many people in
our western world today: Honor, be loyal to, authority over me. And what about
“submit”? Then there’s obedience, discipline, be patient and rule.

In other words, respect can be pretty counter-cultural today. It was similar in
Peter’s day. Peter is writing in a certain time and place and giving instructions for how
to live respectfully in that context. You see, as one writer put it, “For centuries the
people of Israel had had to learn to live out their faith, hope and communal life while
being ruled over by non-Jews (‘pagans’ as they are called in our Bible reading). The
pagans cared nothing for the Jews’ faith, they certainly didn’t share their hope, and
they either mocked their communal life or tried actively to disrupt it.”

This experience shapes what Peter says to a church that is being oppressed
by the state and slaves being mistreated by their masters. Clearly, a society where
not everyone is respected.

Peter understands that respect is a healthy building block of society and
therefore a mark of God’s kingdom. So, let’s think about those two things some more.

Respect as a building block of society

God our creator made us to live in community. Every community needs order
and part of that order is authority—people in charge, people who ensure that society
functions for the good of all people. This is why we have governments. We can’t have
everyone doing their own thing. There are agreed upon ways of living together and
the government ensures that the rules are followed and adjusted as needed. The
government ought to nurture a healthy society and culture. It should help unite people
to work for the common good.



Of course, that doesn’t always happen. In fact, it probably doesn’t happen
nearly enough. That’s a signal that sin has infiltrated and broken down what God
intended to be good. We don’t have to look hard to find governments that focus on
maintaining their own power, rather than serving for the good of the people. We even
have governments that we call dictatorships—one person calling the shots who kills
or jails anyone dissenting or opposed to them.

Sometimes this results in war, even necessary war to protect against injustice
and oppression. We are recognizing and remembering today that 80 years ago this
past week, the Canadian Forces helped liberate the Netherlands from the grip and
tyranny of the Nazis. An out-of-control government had to be brought down for the
good of the world because that government was breaking down societies instead of
building them up.

God also ordained that families should be a building block of healthy societies.
Parents are the God-ordained leaders of the home. This is why children must learn to
honour and respect and obey their mothers and fathers. That gives order to the family
which, in turn, teaches their children the importance of learning to honour and obey
authorities in general. And that strengthens our society. Kids learn that we don’t
always understand why our parents make certain rules or decisions, but that they are
seeking the best for us and that we must obey them for our own good, for the good of
the family and for the good of society.

So, on Mother’s Day it's well and good that we acknowledge mothers as an
authority—a loving authority at that. We honour them for the direction, sacrifice and
love they give for the betterment of the whole family. But honouring moms—and
dads, for that matter—only one day a year would be a mistake. This day is just a
reminder that they deserve our respect and honour every day.

Now, of course, there are families that have bad parents, just as there are
countries that have bad leaders. People who we might consider disrespectful. This is
the result of sin and the brokenness in our world that results. There is abuse of power
in politics, in the home and in our businesses—Peter notes that some masters are
mistreating their slaves. All of it is unacceptable in the eyes of God, evidence of
disrespect and societal breakdown.

Nonetheless, we have these troublesome passages in the Bible that tell us to
respect our kings, emperors, leaders, masters and parents even though they are not
always as virtuous as God would expect and as we would like. Why does the Holy
Spirit give such commands through the words of the Bible?

| think that’s partly because we need to recognize that sin has infiltrated every
part of our world. Every leader and parent has a sinful heart that needs the redeeming
power of God. But so do the rest of us. So, we need to recognize ourselves in the bad
leaders. Given all the privilege and power that they have, would we really do any
better? If we say, “Yes, of course,” we might be deceiving ourselves. That’s like
saying that | would not have thrust the world into sin if | were Adam or Eve. That’s not
true. It's particularly not true when we turn our back on the grace of God.



So, God calls us to respect or honour people in authority simply because they
hold an office that rules over us. They have responsibilities for which God will judge
them but so do we. We have responsibilities toward our rulers, masters and parents;
we are called to submit to them for the good of society. No society will do well if there
is constant rebellion and no order.

It seems almost absurd to our human minds and maybe especially to our
western minds that God would expect us to honour bad rulers. But respecting or
honouring them is different than saying you can’t work toward getting out from under
oppression. The Allies in World War 2 knew that Hitler and the Nazis had to be
removed, even at the high cost of 20-plus million soldiers who died. We most
definitely should NOT settle for bad government any more than we’d want to settle for
bad parents or evil slave masters. But there’s a need to nonetheless respect those
who lead while they lead.

God is using them in some way or form for his purposes, which we may not
fully understand or ever understand. Remember, many pagan kings in the Old
Testament and some leaders in the New were used by God for his purposes. They
didn’t recognize him, but he says that he put them in place. Think of Pharaoh during
the exodus. Think of Nebuchadnezzar the Babylonian and Cyrus the Persian who
God called his servant. Think of King Herod before whom Jesus was tried, whose
injustice God used to ensure our salvation.

Thankfully, there were kings like David who knew that even as a king he had to
pay honour and respect to his own King, the Lord God Almighty, King of kings! He
also knew that God had ordained for him to work for the good of the citizens,
reminding them to keep the Lord God front and centre. Yet, even David, fell short in
many ways.

Reading about the kings of Israel and especially David, we learn a king wasn’t
just respected because of his role. He earned the respect and love of the people
because he put God first and served the people as God directed.

Today, there are countries that have kings or leaders who do serve their
subjects or citizens with humility and respect. Likewise, there are parents who
sacrificially serve and love their children. There are churches and other institutions
that have servant-hearted leaders who understand that we all need grace from God to
live life to the fullest. So, on our best days, these leaders and parents are aware of
their need for grace and our responsibility to rule graciously and to be worthy of
respect. They must be respectable and honourable. They ought to earn the respect
and honour of people, not simply command and enforce it. After all, you can
command respect and it may be given out of fear of punishment, but it will likely not
be given from the heart.

In short, a society that has a ruler who is respectful and honourable will have
people willing to respect, honour and submit, just as Paul says in Ephesians 5 that
the church submits to Christ, our head. We have a perfect leader in Christ. But even if
our leaders isn’t all that God intends, they need to be respected for the good of their
nation. If that seems like a tough pill to swallow, remember that it was true for people
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who were persecuted and abused by their leaders, as 1 Peter 2 suggests. Therefore,
we do well in our society—in all its institutions and homes—to give respect to our
leaders. Again, remember that this doesn’t mean we approve of all their actions and
that we can’t work for reform. But even in our disagreements, we seek to do so with
respect.

Respect as a mark of the kingdom

However, a second reason that God commands respect for our leaders is as a
mark of his kingdom. God’s people recognize that kings and rulers, even parents, are
not perfect. Sometimes far from ideal. Even evil. Yet they are God’s servants, even
when they don’t recognize themselves as such. No one achieves the office of King,
Mayor, or anything else without God’s providence bringing them to power. As Jesus
said to Pontius Pilate, “You’'d have no authority or power were it not given to you by
my Father.”

The same is true in our homes. Parents are ordained by God. While they may
not acknowledge the authority of God the Supreme Ruler who put them in their place,
he is the ultimate King. He raises up and tears down. Psalm 75:6-7 talks about a ruler
and says,

Ps 756 No one from the east or the west

or from the desert can exalt themselves.

Ps 7571t is God who judges:

He brings one down, he exalts another.
God raises up leaders and brings them down.

By respecting, honouring, submitting to and obeying our leaders, Peter
reminds us that as Christians we show that we have a bigger kingdom in mind.
I's not at all that we don’t care about our country or province or city. We should be
among the best citizens. As Paul says in Romans, we give what we owe:

Rom 137 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if

revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

This extends to respect in our homes and workplaces, schools, churches and the rest
of society.

So, our rulers might consider our faith in Jesus to be dumb, but we must
shame them by our humility and goodness. As Peter says in v.15,

1pret215 | by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people.
That’s the case whether those foolish people are regular citizen or rulers. As we live
with respect for those who rule, it startles those who oppose Jesus and silences
them. They don’t expect it.

You see, Peter’s real concern is that the Church stands out in the world. This is
why he begins this section calling the church to abstain from pagan desires, like
power for self-service. He says in v.12,

1pPet2:12] jve such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of

doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he

Visits us.



To that, NT Wright comments,
You must not behave as the pagans do, otherwise your real purpose—to
reveal to them who God is and what he’s done (2:9)—will be squashed flat
before it's even begun.... One of the reasons the (Christian) faith spread,
despite persecution, is that people gradually saw that this really was a new
way of life, a way which nobody had ever imagined could really happen.
You see, the Church gives evidence to the power of the kingdom of God breaking into
our world, a kingdom governed by grace and humility as well as service and love,
rather than by force. A people following the example of Jesus.

That is how God is establishing his presence and his rule on earth as in
heaven. Oppressive tyranny and violent revolution are not the only options.
Serving the true God by living a peaceful, wise, visibly good life is, in the end,
far more revolutionary than simply overthrowing one corrupt regime and
replacing it by ... well, most likely, another (corrupt regime), as history shows.

This takes humility and faith. Humility says, “I'm not in charge. God is.” And
faith says, “I can trust my God to rule sovereignly over this whole world, including my
little corner.” That is, | would suggest, how Jesus lived. Think of him before the rulers
when he was being judged and tried. He was not disrespectful, though he was
truthful. Remember how Peter describes Jesus in this passage:

1Pet2:22 “He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

23 \When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered,

he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.

Friends, the way of Jesus, the way of the kingdom of God, the path of respect
and humility may not seem strong but, in the end, it wins—just as surely as Jesus
submitted and died on the cross. But after he died, girls and boys, what happened?
Jesus rose victoriously from the grave! This is why Jesus sets the example for us to
live sacrificially and respectfully. We live to serve in the name of Jesus.

We are redeemed by Jesus so that we can show the way of redemption to our
world. While our world fights to be king of the castle or the top rung of the ladder, we
serve those above and below us, showing equal respect to the great and the small.
We do not measure people as the world does. Like Jesus, we entrust ourselves to the
One who judges justly. We live lives marked by respect toward our rulers—whether
they rule the country, the company, the school, home or anything else. Remember,

1Pet2:21 T this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an

example, that you should follow in his steps.

Amen.



