Mission Statement Sermon Series 1: Intentionally Connecting with Christ for the Glory of
God

Let’s Pray: Holy God and Father, creator of all things. Lord, we ask that you make us a new
creation; that the old things will go, the old self corrupted by deceitful desires, and the new
will come, the new self, made like you holy and righteous. That we will be remade in you,
with your Spirit working through us as we hear your word this morning. Amen.

This morning, | am going to be starting a little series on our church’s Vision Statement. You
can find this on the front of the bulletin. It says, “Intentionally connecting with Christ, each
other, and our neighbours, for the glory of God.” | am going to do this over three weeks,
starting this morning with, “intentionally connecting with Christ for the glory of God,” then
looking at connecting with each other and our neighbours after that.

Rich thought it would be a good idea for me to take a close look at our vision statement,
and | agreed as itis a good opportunity for me to connect with some of the work you guys
did with the Renewal Lab before | got here. It has been 5 years since that project finished. |
was able to read over some of the documents that were created during that time. As |
looked over these, | asked myself, where are we now? What opportunities and challenges
are we now facing? What does it mean today to intentionally connect with Christ for the
glory of God?

So, as we look at our vision statement, and ask, what does it mean for this church to
“intentionally connect with Christ for the glory of God,” | thought it would be good to look at
Philippians 3:7-14. In this passage Paul talks about his own life, and how he was
transformed in his own intentional connection to Christ.

Let us hear God speak through Paulin Philippians 3:7-14:

But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. ®What is more, |
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them garbage, that | may gain Christ
°and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis
of faith. "I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, ' and so, somehow, attaining
to the resurrection from the dead.

2Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but | press on
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. "*Brothers and sisters, | do not
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind



and straining toward what is ahead, "I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

What would this church look like if it were ‘intentionally connecting to Christ for the glory of
God'’ really well? What kind of things come to mind? Maybe a strong focus on Christ-
centered worship, so that everything we did flowed out of our reverence and awe of God’s
glory. Or maybe it is having a life in the church that is organized with prayer, showing our
dependance on God for all we do. Or maybe itis in having deep connection to God’s word,
emphasizing it in our confession and preaching, having all our songs being shaped by the
Bible, and so having our whole lives directed by God’s Word.

All these are great expressions of what a healthy Christ-honouring church looks like. All of
them were mentioned in the renewal lab documents as to what it means to be intentionally
connected to Christ in our church. But all of these are rooted in something more
foundational. In order to worship God well, or pray well, or connect to God’s word well, we
first need to be united to Christ. As Paul says in our passage, to be “found in him.” When we
think together, as a church--a group of people who God has called together to bear witness
to the gospel--what it means to intentionally connect to Christ as his church, everything we
do must flow out of the life he gives us, and that life comes from being connected to him.

Having a church that is intentionally connected to Christ for his glory means that we need
to have members of this church intentionally connected to Christ for his glory. That means
we not only need to think about how we intentionally connect with Christ together, but
individually. This then means, each one of us must ask ourselves, how Christ’s life flows
through us individually, and then, how that life comes together with God’s people in his
church.

That is why | chose this particular passage for this morning to help us. In this passage, Paul
speaks about what it means to be intentionally connected to Christ for him. When Paul
speaks about being intentionally connected to Christ, he uses the phrase, being “in Christ.”
In fact, Paul uses this phrase over 200 times in his letters. It is an essential idea to him, like
a shorthand for what we might call being “saved.” While we can’t go over in detail the whole
scope of what that means, there are two basic aspects of being “in Christ” that are
especially helpful for us to consider as we think about connecting with Christ in our
church.’
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First, our union with Christ is based on God’s covenant with us. Being “in Christ” means
being in the “New Covenant in his blood,” as Jesus says when he institutes the Lord’s
Supper as a sign of this covenant. When Adam fell into sin, he broke his covenantal vow
with God, and marred his relationship with God and all those who came after him. Christ,
came as the second Adam (Ro.5), to restore our relationship, to give a new covenant,
where we have a new king. In this sense our union is our union is a legal one, like a
marriage, sealed with the sacrament, or like a will, where we are guaranteed an inheritance
of eternal life.

Being “in Christ” for the church then is being able to say that we have this kind of
covenantal relationship with God. We are those who are in right relationship with God
because of Christ’s sacrifice, and we call others into that same relationship to God.
Intentionally connecting to Christ is then living out of this covenant. We have the seal of
this covenant in baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and we offer it to all who believe. This is the
most intentional way we connect with Christ as his church.
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Second, our being “in Christ” is an organic thing. Jesus describes our new life as akin to
fruit coming from a branch, or being born again. We saw this when we looked at John
chapters 3 and 15, the vine and the branches. As we are attached to him, and his teaching,
we see his life coming through us, but as we detach ourselves from him, we lose that fruit.
Itis more than simply learning to follow Christ; it is him living in us. Intentionally connecting
to Christ then would be maintaining the branches, the church, to be healthy on the vine,
Christ.

For the church, intentionally connecting with Christ means nurturing this growth with
discipleship and discipline. Checking the fruit of the Spirit in the church, and making sure
that we are not letting things get in the way of this growth.
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Just as Christ mysteriously became flesh born of Mary, and he symbolically becomes the
bread and wine in the sacrament, he mystically becomes the body of the whole church. As
each of us have his life flowing through us, and he empowers us to do his work, we join
together in his church and are united as his body on earth.

When Paul says that we are all members of Christ’s body on earth, and so all have different
parts to play in his church, this is because we are “in Christ.” So, to intentionally connect to
Christ we must look at the gifts of his body on earth now, and see how he will work through

us and those around us organically.
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Paul has all this in mind when he emphasizes the importance of being ‘in Christ’in
comparison to the life he had before in our passage for this morning. Previous to this
passage, he talks about how established he was in earthly terms. He says, “If someone
else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, | have more: ®circumcised on
the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in
regard to the law, a Pharisee; ¢ as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness
based on the law, faultless.” But now, Paul measures himself on a new standard, that of
Christ. Not only does he measure himself by a new standard, but he also recognizes that it
is only “in Christ” that he can do anything with an eternal significance.
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In our passage alone he mentions that to be a Christian is to be “in Christ,” or “in him” five
times, in different ways. We do not have a righteousness of our own, but are “found in him.”
That righteousness we gain in him is through “faith in Christ.” We come to know Christ by
participating “in his sufferings...in his death.” All this then pushes us to our goal of full unity
with Christ in the age to come, “toward the goal in Christ Jesus.” All this is in comparison to
his life “in the flesh,” where he was a very important person with a distinguished lineage.

Slide 12

Being “in Christ” means leaving behind anything that gets in the way of following Jesus.
Paul says that he considers anything not “in Christ” a “loss” or “garbage” (garbage is a
polite way of putting it, the Greek word is sometimes used for a particular kind of human
waste). This is very interesting considering all the things that Paul had been before; a man
of intellect and class, a pharisee, a master interpreter of God’s word. But, as these things
caused him to reject Christ and persecute his followers, they are garbage, a heaping pile of
garbage, in comparison to being in Christ. This is especially important when we consider
how fully Paul participated in Christ’s sufferings, as he was beaten to near death,
imprisoned, and shipwrecked several times all in service of our Lord. | imagine his life
would have been a lot more comfortable in a villa in Jerusalem discussing Torah.

In light of Christ, it should be obvious that things of this world should not be preferred to
eternal things. Anything that does not come from God, and especially anything that hinders
our coming to him is worse than worthless, but eternally detrimental. Paul echoes Jesus’
own words in Mark 8:36, “What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit
their soul?”
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For Paul, this meant being an elite member of God’s chosen people. For us, it might mean
clinging to a certain status in society, appearing respectable, or maybe doing what it takes
to appeal to a future spouse, or current friends. In an era where Christianity is mocked for
being repressive, it typically means shrinking from God’s word, distorting clear teaching to
appeal to those outside the church.

Paul’s elite status blinded him to who Jesus is, and caused him to neglect the resurrection
power of Jesus for status symbols. This is a temptation for all of us too, to be blinded by our
desire for status in this world, and thus neglect what is truly eternally important, even if that
means losing everything that looks like anything to people stuck with eyes to see what s
valuable in this world, just like Paul did.

This doesn’t mean that God would not use all the things that Paul was before and envelop
them into his new life in Christ, but that if he was left how he was they would be worse than
useless, they would be damning. God used Paul’s status as both a Roman citizen and an
elite Jewish person to aid his missionary travels. God used his massive intellect and
thorough Bible knowledge to help the church see how God was preparing the world for the
coming of Christin Paul’s letters and sermons. God even used Paul’s persecution of the
church as a means to give a wonderful testimony of how God can change any heart, no
matter how calloused or blind.

But, just like Paul, God can use all the things from our old life to bring him glory. When we
know what we are trading these things for it is really no question as to what is more
important, even if that means losing everything from our old lives. No luxury in this world is
comparable to participate in Jesus’ sufferings, and even become like him in his death, if it
then means that we also are raised with him to eternal life.

This reminds me of a boss | once had. Way back when | was about 24 or so, and | was just
married a few years, still in school, | got a summer job working for my friend’s dad, who was
a home builder. | had some construction experience, and worked for him as a site
carpenter, doing odds and ends around the jobsite and other projects.

Slide 14

While | was working for him, we built his own house. This house was tucked away in one of
the richest neighbourhoods in the city, the kind with well-manicured 2 acre lots. His own
house was around 6000 sq’. The front door was worth $25k alone, made with reclaimed
lumber from some place, with a curved top. It had a wine cellar, a fully decked out music
studio with a sound-proof booth (which was also fun to figure out how to build). In ground
pool... you name it. I’ve worked on some cool places, but that was my favourite. [t was a
beautiful house, in a beautiful place.



He also had a very similar house in Sun Peaks, where you could ski in and out. He let
Heather and | honeymoon there when we had no money as poor students. He paid me well
when | worked for him, and was always generous in every way. | know other builders who
got blinded by their greed, or became married to their work, finding all their value in the
money and status it gave them, but that was not Brent Ellingson.
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But despite all these things that he was blessed with, God putin his heart a dream to be a
missionary. After preparing for this, he simply handed off his company to his sons, and
moved with his wife to Nicaragua to minister to remote people living there. All the houses
and cars and status he had in Canada was not worth anything to him in comparison to
knowing Christ and the power of his resurrection. What is a fancy house or two in
comparison to knowing the only true God? Nothing.

It's not that he couldn’t serve God as a godly builder, he did, as far as | could tell. If he was
not so generous with me, | would not have been able to eventually start my own company,
and | know many other people who would say the same. But he showed that, even though
he could enjoy God’s creation and all the blessings he wants to give us, that these things
did not become an idol for him, as he was able to give them up when he felt the callto be a
missionary. He was able to really enjoy God’s blessing because he wasn’t ruled by it. He is
“in Christ,” not “in the flesh.”

| heard on a podcast? recently that most people who come to the church today expect
something from the church that the church is not designed to give them. This is because
they only have desires for earthly goods—healthy relationships, solid careers, well-
adjusted kids, etc.—they look to the church to give them these things. To give them pep
talks on how to be a good husband and father. Or to play the therapist, and ease their
anxiety with work or their children. These things are good, that the church can help with,
just like becoming a successful builder is good. While the church is a place where you can
be helped in ordering your life, its primary aim is not these realties, as good and God-
created as they might be.

The church is here to proclaim the gospel, to intentionally connect people to Christ in word
and sacrament. To order people’s lives by pointing to the highest good, God, to whom
belongs all glory.

My old boss knew that if life was lived with those goods as a priority, then they would lose
their value. The true highest good must be put first. If we are ever called to sacrifice the
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lesser goods that God has given us, we must be ready to do so. This is what it means for us
as disciples to be “in Christ” rather than “in the flesh.” This is what it means for us as a
church to intentionally connect with Christ for the glory of God.
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There are all kinds of churches that seek to fill these voids with a variety of programs, or
with topical sermons that motivate and teach how to be emotionally stable. But if a church
focuses on that, then these secondary things can become a kind of idol, and the church
will collapse in on those things. This is why it is so important that our vision statement says
intentionally connecting with Christ comes first, and that everything we do, serving each
other or our neighbours, is for giving God glory. The church exists in its essence to facilitate
this relationship, to bring us God’s word, and help God’s people as they seek to live lives “in
Christ,” growing in their relationship with him.

So how can we intentionally connect with Christ for his glory in this church and
individually? We must rely on him for everything we do. We must seek out things that are
getting in the way of our relying on him, especially if we have made an idol of how we want
to be viewed in the world. We need to consider everything that gets in the way of
connecting to Christ as garbage, no matter how impressive or important to the world they
might be.



