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Introduction: 
 
Remember Covid? How could we forget. I’m talking more specifically 
about worship during Covid. Remember worship online?  I’d like to 
share a bit about my experience with worship on my laptop screen at 
home. Lots to share, but just one aspect.  
 
When I watched the service online, I would typically watch it in my 
sweat pants. If I was doing the kid’s message live or preaching, I would 
wear a nice top and make sure my hair was brushed, but if I wasn’t, I 
was probably wearing a hoodie. Before the service would start, I would 
make a cup of coffee for myself or another warm drink. This felt a bit 
weird.  I wouldn’t be holding a ceramic mug as I participated in worship 
here in the sanctuary. But nonetheless, this became my routine.  
 
And it continued to unfold. My coffee would get cold, so I’d get up with 
my laptop and warm it up in the microwave. That also felt weird. 
Eventually, I started to get up later and sometimes I ate breakfast 
during worship. Then there was a Sunday when I went into the kitchen 
with my laptop and I saw some dishes and I decided while watching 
worship to unload the dishwasher and put the dirty dishes in.  
 
And that was it. That’s when I knew whatever was happening had gone 
too far. And what was happening was easy to diagnose. I was not 
showing reverence to God in worship. It might not have started off that 
way, but that’s where it went.  
 
Our text this morning, as a whole, is calling out any irreverence to God 
in worship. The example I gave was during Covid, but rest assured, as 
we will see in our text, we are very prone to not being reverent to God 
when we come here on a Sunday morning too. Let’s take a look. 
 
TT: We are not reverent to God in worship.  
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Right off the bat, our text this morning says we must guard our steps 
when we go to the house of God. This draws us back to the Old 
Testament temple. The place where people could approach God. But 
how? One could not just waltz on in there. One took great pains to go 
in. If you have ever read Leviticus, you know the theme in Leviticus is 
about the holiness of God. Leviticus 20:26 says, “You are to be holy to 
me because I, the Lord, am holy, and I have set you apart from the 
nations to be my own.” 
 
God is holy! One cannot approach such a holy God unless they are holy 
as well. In Leviticus, we find how to do that. There are laws in place and 
unless they were followed, one could NOT approach God. Mainly, 
animal sacrifices needed to be made – animals slaughtered on our 
behalf. Only then could one go in the temple.  
 
We could say that the temple symbolized God’s presence and we could 
also say that it symbolized how God is not easily accessible.  
 
In this place of holy reverence, we see in our text that one of the ways a 
worshipper was to prepare their heart was to be ready to listen. Not 
just listen to hear, but listen to obey. That was the priority. Hearing 
what God has to say and doing it. Words and action together.  
 
There are different sacrifices and this particular sacrifice that the 
Teacher is referring to when he says, “sacrifice of fools” is the sacrifice 
where people could eat it afterwards. This type of sacrifice made it 
easier to not actually care. We can imagine the sacrifice of fools being a 
person who comes in to “sacrifice” an animal and their heart is not in it. 
They are happy to come, go through the motions, dare I say, look good? 
They would be excited for it to be over so they can enjoy the food.   
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The problems don’t end there. As we keep reading, verses 2-4 names 
being hasty as a problem. Being too quick with our prayers and being 
too quick to offer vows. What comes out of our mouths is an indication 
of what is in our heart. Careless words can flow out of an impatient 
heart. Verse 3 shows us that at least one of the causes of careless 
words is our own busyness. We become so busy with life that our 
prayers not only become rushed and we just spit out words, but we 
also have more things to have going on in life to have cares about.  
 
We can also be very hasty if and when we make promises to God. Often 
it seems when we promise God something it is because we want him to 
do something. That is a hasty vow and is foolish.  When I think of 
someone in the Bible who made a sinful and foolish vow, I immediately 
think of Jephthah – his story is in Judges 11. God raised him up to lead 
the Israelites against the Ammonites. Before he fought them, he made 
a vow to the Lord. He said, “If you give the Ammonites into my 
hands, 31 whatever comes out of the door of my house to meet me 
when I return in triumph from the Ammonites will be the Lord’s, and I 
will sacrifice it as a burnt offering.” 
 
The Israelites beat the Ammonites. And when Jephthah returned home, 
who came out of his house? His daughter. His only child. He was 
devastated, but kept his vow to the Lord and she was sacrificed.  
 
How stupid. How stupid to make a vow like that. My guess is he was 
scared in that moment and was vulnerable and he made that vow to 
bribe God. To get something from him. But do you know what is 
stupider? That he thought he had to keep a vow like that. Rather than 
repent for his sinful vow, he kept it.  
 
Our text says it is better to not make a vow than to make one and not 
fulfil it. If a person makes a vow without thinking and that vow in and of 
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itself is not sinful, God expects that vow to be fulfilled and for there to 
be no excuses.  
 
We can see in our text that it is not only possible, but easy, to be 
thoughtless in worship.  
 
TW: We are not reverent to God in worship 
 
In some sense it makes me feel a little better that I am not the only one 
that can fall into some illusions of what I think is ok and what is actually 
ok. It became clearer to me for sure during Covid, but as I read through 
this text and studied it, this can easily be anyone of us on a Sunday 
morning.  
 
In the Old Testament days, we saw that God was not easily accessible 
as symbolized with the temple. Now, it’s the opposite. God is very 
easily accessible. Our bodies are temples. God is present with us 
through the Holy Spirit. It’s just incredible. God took great pains, literal 
great pains, for that to happen. Christ on the cross was slaughtered on 
our behalf and his sacrifice was enough for the forgiveness of sins. We 
may enter into God’s presence because of Christ’s righteousness, not 
ours.  
 
God’s accessibility has changed, but not his holiness. He remains set 
apart and is to be feared. Worshiping God in his presence still requires 
holy reverence.  
 
One of the main ways we show our reverence to our God is to prepare 
our hearts when we come here to listen. Not just listen to hear, but 
listen to obey.  
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Sunday morning worship is not a time to waltz in here nonchalantly 
ready to hear God’s word half-heartedly. To listen to God with one ear 
and let it go out the other. This could look a few different ways. One is 
to listen with a defensive demeanor.  Ready to argue back with God and 
justify why you will not obey what you hear. Another is hearing a 
sermon and thinking, “Oh, I sure hope so and so heard that!” Believing 
that God’s word is meant for others, but not you. I wonder if it could 
show up as listening to learn. I once heard Francis Chan joking about 
something like this once. He said something like: 
 
“What if I told my daughter to clean her room and she came to me and 
said, dad – I’m going to have a Bible study to learn about what it means 
to clean my room. I’m going to say it in Greek.”  
 
When we come to worship, one of the main ways we ought to prepare 
our hearts is to be ready to hear what God has to say and to obey it. 
Word and deed together. Otherwise, we are like the one who offers the 
sacrifice of fools. Someone who is happy to come, go through the 
motions and sing the songs, dare I say, look good? And just excited for 
the service to be over so we can enjoy the coffee, juice, and fellowship.  
 
Unfortunately, the problems don’t end there. It’s also easy to come and 
be thinking the whole time you’re here about the busyness of life and 
all the things you have to do when you get home. Having many things 
on our mind can, doesn’t have to, but can lead to an impatient heart in 
worship… which can lead to hastiness in our words – in our prayers and 
any vows.  
 
Let’s first talk about hastiness in prayer. There is a meme I once saw a 
couple years ago and it was very convicting. It said something like, “if all 
your prayers were answered would it change the world or just yours?” 
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Since then, I often listen to my own prayers and what I ask God for – 
and so much of my prayers have to do with me. And when they are to 
do mostly with me, it’s because I have a lot of stuff going on in my life 
and my prayers become a place for me to spit my words to God of all 
the things happening in my own life. Prayer becomes a place for me to 
request God of stuff I want rather than a time to just be in God’s 
presence and be still. When prayer becomes that, the words that come 
out of my mouth are more reverent and not just for me, but for others.  
 
I invite you to listen to how you pray and how busyness and hastiness 
affects your prayer life. Our text invites us specifically to pay attention 
to being quick to spit out words in prayer and how any busyness in our 
life can further add to the difficulty of slowing down in our prayer life.  
 
Let’s touch on hastiness in a vow. One example could be you are taking 
a test in school and it’s an important test. As you take the test, it’s 
harder than you realize and you begin to get scared… so you tell God 
that you will pray more or be nicer to your sister if he would just help 
you do well on this test. Those are not sinful promises, but if made in 
haste, it was likely made thoughtlessly. The vow was made to bribe 
God.  
 
And as we see in our text, God still takes those vows seriously. We can’t 
just make excuses as to why we can’t fulfil them. You make a vow you 
keep it. Unless of course, as we saw in the story of Jephthah, the actual 
vow is sinful. That requires repentance.  
 
GT: Fear God.  
 
 
 
 



 7 

My guess is when we do any of these things, it’s not intentional. The 
reality is that we are prone to be thoughtless in worship. It is not hard. 
The temptation then here is to say to ourselves something like, “It’s ok. 
I’m prone to this. It’s hard to be reverent. Grace grace grace. I’ll just try 
harder.” The problem with that is it tends to give us permission to 
continue on that path. And our text does NOT say that that is the 
answer. Our text says that God does not take pleasure in fools AND 
“Therefore fear God.”  
 
It might sound strange at first to hear that the solution to all of this is to 
“Fear God.” While maybe it sounds strange at first, it makes sense. If 
we are prone to approaching God casually in worship… it is likely 
because we are prone to think of him casually.  
 
In our culture I hear and have heard it said that God is our friend. That 
he is our buddy. We watch TV with him and go for walks with him. We 
can have intimacy with God the way we have intimacy with a friend or 
spouse. But thinking of God only in that way will take away that 
reverence. That awe. That fear that leaves us at a loss for words.  
 
In the gospel according to Matthew, the disciples ask Jesus how to pray. 
He begins by saying, “Our Father who art in heaven.” Father would 
denote that closeness and relatable-ness to God. It’s not just “Our 
Father” but it is “Our Father who art in heaven.” “In heaven” denoting 
that God is not our equal. Far from it.  
 
How often have we forgotten that God is the King of kings and Lord of 
lords.  How often we forget that God alone is immortal and lives in 
unapproachable light. How often do we forget that God is holy holy 
holy? How often we forget to fear him.  
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A man named Ananias and his wife Sapphira forgot to fear God. We 
find their story in Acts 5. The church was growing rapidly. People were 
sharing their possessions and once in a while people would sell a 
property or field and donate that money to the church to help those in 
need.  
 
Ananias and Sapphira also sold a piece of property. He kept back part of 
the money for himself, but brought the rest to the apostles as if it was 
all the money. I’ll summarize what Peter says, “Ananias, how is it that 
Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit? You 
have not lied just to human beings but to God. What made you think of 
doing such a thing?” 
 
Then scripture says that “When Ananias heard this, he fell down and 
died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened.” 
 
Three hours later his wife, Sapphira came in, not knowing what had 
happened. Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias 
got for the land?” “Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 
 
Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the 
Lord? Listen! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the 
door, and they will carry you out also.” 
 
At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men 
came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside 
her husband. Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard 
about these events. 
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Ananias and Sapphira likely assumed grace grace grace. They could lie 
to God and it would be ok. Grace was expected. Demanded. Those with 
the fear of a holy God should never live to demand grace from God. He 
does not owe us anything. We do not deserve grace. We deserve 
justice. And justice for each sin we commit is death.  
 
In the Ananias and Sapphira story you heard me quote scripture where 
it says twice “Great fear seized – the church and all who heard.” No 
kidding.  
 
GW: Fear God.  
 
I bet no one else lied in that community. I’m sure everyone became 
more aware of their sins and were intentional about stopping any.  
 
God is our friend AND he is King. God is sovereign – a gentle shepherd 
AND a victorious warrior. He is our Father AND he is in heaven. He is a 
Lamb AND he is lion. He is love AND he is holy holy holy.  
 
I hope when you hear this story it moves you from viewing God too 
casually and back over to viewing God as holy too. Both at the same 
time. I hope it moves us all back from living in a space where we 
demand God’s grace rather than be abundantly grateful for it. I hope 
that story fills you with the fear of the Lord. 
 
After I became a mother, I got introduced to this podcast some of you 
may have heard of called “Risen Motherhood.” One particular podcast 
was about understanding the awe of God. I’m going to close by 
summarizing a few of their insights. I think they did a good job with 
making a case for why the fear of the Lord is good.  It’s not something 
to quickly dismiss because it makes us uncomfortable, but something to 
embrace. Something to appreciate, and intentionally cultivate.  
 



 10 

The historical meaning of awe is fright or terror. Fear. When we 
tremble at things that are bigger than us and fascinated by anything 
that leaves us dumbfounded.  
 
You have likely experienced this awe. Something that stops you in your 
tracks and takes your breath away. Flowers. The blue sky. Mountains. 
Stars. Babies. The ocean. The northern Lights. Centuries old buildings 
like castles. The symphony. A sunset. A painting. A song. The color of 
leaves in the fall. Poetry. Knowledge.  
 
Humans need awe. We need this fear. Fear of the Lord fosters many 
things. People tend to be more altruistic if they experience awe. People 
tend to do well in whatever they are doing if they experience awe. 
More industrious. When we experience awe with someone else, it knits 
our hearts together. Awe deepens our faith and people come to faith 
when they experience awe. And get this - Awe can help our health – 
lowering levels of inflammation.  
 
So, congregation, let us stop and consider God’s wonders. Take the 
time to be stunned and amazed. May everything that we experience 
always point us to the most astounding thing of all – the cross. When 
we contemplate the cross, may our heart and soul respond to the God 
of the universe with trembling. May this fear cause us to think about 
God, to contemplate him, to be still in his presence, and to submit to 
his will. May the cross cause us to fall flat on our face in humility and 
gratitude.  
 
Fearing the Lord and being in awe of him is a spiritual practice that we 
need to cultivate – not just on a Sunday morning, but all week long, so 
that when Sunday morning worship comes, we arrive ready to obey and 
without hastiness in our hearts. In other words, cultivating fear of the 
Lord cultivates reverent worship. Amen.  
 


