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Joseph Summer Series

During the summer season, many of us travel for weeks at a time and miss out on
worship here at home. Others here today are visiting, which is great. Either way,
you might be jumping into the middle of our summer sermon series on Joseph. In
our day, Joseph is the guy made famous in our day by the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat musical. We’ve been working our way through this story of Joseph,
which is a story of God’s work to fulfill his covenant promise to Abraham—the
promise to make him into a great nation through which all the nations of the world
will be blessed. It's through that promise that you and | today are also welcomed
into the family of God.

Joseph had suffered immensely because of his brothers who despised him as a
teenager and sold him into slavery. But, now many years later, Joseph appears to
be gracious to his siblings because he recognizes that God was at work through all
the trials he endured. Joseph, the son who his father cherished, is about to meet
him again. And that father Jacob, who for 22 years believed that his son was dead,
is now on his way to embrace Joseph again.

That’'s where we pick up our reading, at Genesis 46. We're going to skip the
genealogy in this chapter but recognize that it's there to show us that this is a real
family, each one listed for various reasons that become clearer when we get to the
book of Exodus. Turn with me now to read, starting at v.1 of Genesis 46.

46 So Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba, he
offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.

2 And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, “Jacob! Jacob!”

“‘Here | am,” he replied.

3“l am God, the God of your father,” he said. “Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt,
for | will make you into a great nation there. 41 will go down to Egypt with you, and
| will surely bring you back again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes.”
5Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel's sons took their father Jacob and their
children and their wives in the carts that Pharaoh had sent to transport him. ¢ So
Jacob and all his offspring went to Egypt, taking with them their livestock and the
possessions they had acquired in Canaan. 7 Jacob brought with him to Egypt his
sons and grandsons and his daughters and granddaughters—all his offspring.

Then comes the genealogy and we pick up the reading after that at v.26.

26 All those who went to Egypt with Jacob—those who were his direct descendants,
not counting his sons’ wives—numbered sixty-six persons. 27 With the two sons who
had been born to Joseph in Egypt, the members of Jacob’s family, which went to
Egypt, were seventy in all.

28 Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen. When
they arrived in the region of Goshen, 2° Joseph had his chariot made ready and
went to Goshen to meet his father Israel. As soon as Joseph appeared before him,
he threw his arms around his father and wept for a long time.



30 |srael said to Joseph, “Now | am ready to die, since | have seen for myself that
you are still alive.”

31 Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’'s household, “l will go up and
speak to Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who
were living in the land of Canaan, have come to me. 32 The men are shepherds;
they tend livestock, and they have brought along their flocks and herds and
everything they own.” 33When Pharaoh calls you in and asks, ‘What is your
occupation?’ 3*you should answer, ‘“Your servants have tended livestock from our
boyhood on, just as our fathers did.” Then you will be allowed to settle in the region
of Goshen, for all shepherds are detestable to the Egyptians.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation,

| know we all love the construction season in Edmonton each summer,
right? Roads get closed and detour signs abound. For me this summer, every
major intersection between my house and the church has sidewalk construction
happening. It often blocks off at least one lane of traffic. And it seems to take
forever. But what do | know about that kind of work? All | know is that we plan to
go down a certain street only to find a “road closed” sign with a detour that makes
the trip longer than we counted on. It’s all inconvenient and stirs impatience for
many of us.

When God is at work, we might feel the same sort of way. There are no
orange detour signs to navigate, but we feel them. We can be even more
impatient because sometimes God’s construction season is way longer than an
Edmonton summer. In the case of Jacob and his family, they’d been going
through a 22-year season of lies that God in recent months has been working to
bring into the light. You see, God wanted his covenant people to be a blessing to
the nations but there were some major potholes in their lives that need attention.
The good news is that God is faithful. As we’ve seen previously, God works out
every detail over many, many years to bring Joseph to a place of leadership in
Egypt so that he might be a saviour for his family. And now that work will continue
with recommitment, reunions and resettlement.

We have the advantage of seeing how God orchestrated every detail. And
Moses was showing that to the Israelites who were hearing this story afresh after
400 years in Egypt. But this is only very slowly becoming clearer to Joseph and to
Jacob and the whole family as they live through it. Jumping into the text, then,
let's see God at work and his children’s response.

God’s Covenant Reaffirmed

First of all, we see how God’s covenant is reaffirmed. Moses wrote down
this story many years after it happened. When he starts this section, he calls
Jacob “Israel”. He uses those two names interchangeably but here in v.1 we read,

Gen 46:1 So [srael set out with all that was his, and when he reached

Beersheba, he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.



Israel was the new name God gave to Jacob after Jacob wrestled with the angel
of God at Bethel. That’'s when God reminded Jacob of the role he would play in
carrying out God’s promise to Abraham, his grandfather. Two generations have
now passed. That’s a long construction season!! And God is just getting started.
There was so much preparatory work to be done. God’s timetable is different than
ours. But he has good purposes. Jacob’s twelve sons would become the nation of
Israel and the people through whom God would bring the Messiah for the whole
world. Therefore, Jacob must remember God’s covenant.

As Jacob begins his journey to Egypt, sadness and resistance are present.
Leaving the land God has given him is hard. When we read the description of the
land in various places of the Old Testament, it's often described as everything
between Dan in the north and Beersheba in the south. Jacob is at that southern
border and before leaving, he stops to offer sacrifices.

We read that God speak to him again, as he did when he wrestled with the
angel years earlier. V.2 says,

Gen 46:2 And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, “Jacob! Jacob!”

“Here | am,” he replied.

3“l am God, the God of your father,” he said. “Do not be afraid to go down to

Egypt, for | will make you into a great nation there. 41 will go down to Egypt

with you, and | will surely bring you back again. And Joseph’s own hand will

close your eyes.”

So, not only does Moses want to remind us of God’s promise with Jacob,
we see God himself reaffirm the covenant to Jacob in a vision. God gives words of
encouragement to Jacob after he responds, “Here | am.” As | hear it, God is
saying to him, “My child, my child. I'm still your God. As | was with Abraham and
Isaac, so | will be with you. Yes, you were not counting on leaving this land. But
don’t worry. Fear not. | have a plan and it actually includes a detour through
Egypt. But it'll all work out. This land is yours. | guarantee it. You'll even see your
son Joseph again. Go forward in peace; trust me to come through on my
promises.”

When detours happen in our lives, things we aren’t expecting, even things
we don'’t like, we also have the assurance of God that he is with us. Our location
and our circumstances don’t change who he is and his covenant promise to be
our God. In fact, we are assured through the Apostle Paul that because of Jesus,
the Son of God who fulfills the covenant, “Nothing can separate us from God’s
love.” God is watching over us. God is directing our lives. He is always for us.

This is the comfort of the covenant which God reaffirms with us each time
we witness a baptism and receive the Lord’s Supper, his covenant meal for us.
His love for us is sealed or guaranteed through Jesus’ finished and perfect work
for us on the cross. Jesus secures our relationship with the Father. Many things in
our life can change but not God’s relationship with us is sealed in Jesus.
Unwelcome detours come our way, but God’s got everything worked out for our
good, for the good of the world, for his good plan right down to the smallest detail.



I've shared this before, but | always find the illustration of a cross-stitch
helpful. If the finished product (on the right) is God’s plan looking at it from the top
down, the underside (on the left) is how life often seems from our perspective. It's
mostly a bunch of threads that don’t appear to have much order or beauty.
Nonetheless, God the Master stitcher is weaving all the threads of our life and
history together into a beautiful piece of art that he sees. That’s his promise. We
can trust him.

God’s Preserver Positioned

For God’s promises to be fulfilled and that beautiful picture to emerge, he
has appointed Joseph to be the preserver of life. Jacob may not understand
exactly what God is up to, but he knows—at minimum—that Joseph is bringing
the family to Egypt lest they die of starvation in Canaan. God has positioned
Joseph to be the preserver or saviour of the family. God promises Jacob that
Joseph will even be there to close his eyes when he dies (v.4). Joseph is God’s
gift of grace to Israel.

Through Joseph, Israel will have a good place to raise their herds and to
feed the family. In fact, they will prosper during their time in Egypt, even more
than the Egyptians themselves. Joseph'’s excellent management of the kingdom
and the resources and his understanding of the Egyptian world helped set up
Israel to be blessed.

You see, Joseph is perfectly positioned to be the saviour. He had earned
the respect of Pharaoh, so Pharaoh blessed Israel with the good land of Goshen.
And because the Israelites were shepherds—basically considered unclean to the
Egyptians—they were kept apart. This too was part of Joseph’s good preservation
tactics for his family. This is why he tells his family to tell Pharaoh that they are
shepherds. The last verse of our chapter says the Egyptians considered
shepherds to be detestable. Due to that stigma, the Lord prospered them and kept
them holy, set apart, for his purposes. Due to God’s hand on Joseph and
Joseph’s faith in the Lord through all of his trials, Egypt was saved and so was
Jacob—Israel—and his family.

We see again how Joseph points us to Jesus, the true and better
Preserver. Through our Lord Jesus—brought to us through Israel’s line of
Judah—we are adopted into the family of God. Jesus makes us right with God
through his preserving work on the cross. Jesus ensures that we are set apart
which is to be declared holy. Jesus preserves us from being ensnared by the
sinful ways of the world through the power of his Holy Spirit. We are not taken out
of this world but equipped to live in it.

This, my friends, is also why Jesus calls us into the church. We are united
together under and through Jesus. He nurtures us through the preaching of his
Word and worship each Sunday. He strengthens our faith through participation in
the Lord’s Supper. It may seem like a small thing—just a morsel of bread and tiny
cup of wine or juice. It does not offer us much physical nourishment. But it offers
us the spiritual strength of Christ to live in this world. Our Lord who withstood



temptation in every way, strengthens us daily, assures us that he is with us, and
will safely bring us through all the challenges of this life—detours, hardships,
opposition and anything else. He is our preserver, sent by the Father.

God’s People Respond in Faith

Finally, then, let us notice how God'’s people respond to his covenant
promises and his preserving work.

We see Jacob’s early response at the start of this chapter already. It has
taken him some time and some serious convincing to believe that God is calling
him to leave Canaan and go to Egypt. He has weak or small faith. He’s afraid of
losing more of his family. This man who still grieves his loss of Joseph 22 years
earlier will only go to Egypt because his sons have convinced him that Joseph is
alive and that they will all die without going there for food.

So, at Beersheba, Jacob prepares to leave. Even with shaky faith, he calls
on the name of the Lord before leaving the country. Perhaps he recalls his
grandfather Abraham. Genesis 21 says Abraham planted some trees in
Beersheba and called on the name of the Lord (vv.33-34). As a child, Jacob
watched his father Isaac pitch his tents there too and dig a well. Isaac, according
to Genesis 26 (v.23), had also built an altar in Beersheba and called on the name
of the Lord. That was about 100 years earlier. Now 130 year-old Jacob calls on
the Lord in Beersheba as he prepares to leave the land of promise.

Questions must fill his mind. Regardless of his fears, Jacob steps forward
in faith. Calling on the Lord. Sacrificing. Despite the pressure and trial of this
detour, Jacob moves his family forward. V.7 says,

Gen 46:7 Jacob brought with him to Egypt his sons and grandsons and his

daughters and granddaughters—all his offspring.

In faith, the whole family goes to Egypt. Jacob is resting in the covenant promises
of God for him and subsequent generations of those who will be known by his
name: Israelites.

Remember, God has affirmed that he is in this move and will be with the
family and even bring them back to Canaan. So, Jacob, with all the faith he can
muster, goes from Beersheba, through the desert and into Egypt. Through this
detour, the purposes of God will move ahead.

For the Israelites hearing this story from Moses after the Exodus, they
know how God has worked. The Lord made a promise to Abraham to make him
into a great nation. Over 200 years later, that nation is still not great. Jacob and
his family number 70 people, says our chapter. But after what will be 400 years in
slavery in Egypt, the book of Exodus records that there were 600,000 army-aged
men. Just men, so the total number of people would have been well over 2 million.
Probably even more than 3 million. That’s a nation! In God’s time, he would make
Israel into that mighty nation he promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And
through Christ that nation has grown to include people of all nations around the
world today, numbering around two and a half billion.



For Jacob living through this time, though, the detour is only beginning.
Questions remain. Uncertainty abounds. Fears live in his mind. He has no idea
how long they’ll be gone. They don’t have a clear picture of what their life will be
like in Egypt. They have a hint of God’s provision from the way Pharaoh has
provided food and transportation. The brothers have been to Egypt already and
have seen the place but, of course, it's so foreign to them—different people,
different culture, different language, different foods and different religion. Life for
immigrants still today is often like this: lots of uncertainty and difference compared
to what has been in their former home.

God'’s timing and his purposes are often hard for us to accept. You might
be forced to move like Jacob was. Maybe you lose your job, get divorced, get
cancer, lose a loved one or have to see a loved one go through hardship. Maybe
you just feel like your life is at a deadend. In the hardest seasons of life—when
the construction season is in full swing—it’s tough for us to trust God. But God is
there. That's his promise. And our response is to move forward in faith—faith that
our God keeps his promises and is working out his good purposes in our lives.
This makes all the difference.

When | was in the Netherlands last May we went to the Corrie Ten Boom
house in Harlem and heard again some of the stories of her family’s struggle
through World War 2 under Nazi occupation. While Corrie and her sister Betsy
were in the Ravensbruck concentration camp, they talked about God'’s purposes
and Corrie commented to Betsy that she could accept certain difficult things but
found it really hard to see how God could use the fleas for any good purpose.
Sometimes we joke about that with mosquitos too, right? Betsy replied to Corrie a
couple days later something like, “We can thank God for the fleas because if we
didn’t have fleas, the Nazi soldiers would come into our barracks. But now they
stay far away and we can freely have Bible study and pray together without fear of
them invading our space.”

In Jacob’s day, God used a famine to save his people. He used it to bring
Jacob’s son Joseph to Egypt ahead of the family to begin the process of being a
blessing to other nations. In Christ, we belong to the family of God. He’s set us
apart and, with his grace, we go forward in faith especially in times of uncertainty.

Jacob goes forward into the unknown, trusting God. God blesses him with
the reunion with Joseph whom he has grieved over so long. And now, he says, he
can die in peace. V.30 reads,

Gen 46:30|srael said to Joseph, “Now | am ready to die, since | have seen for

myself that you are still alive.”

God is rebuilding the family, restoring what was broken, working good through
hardship. He is saving Jacob’s whole family and Jacob is at peace, even in a
foreign land. God has been faithful through all the construction. One season is
ending with a foretaste of the wholeness and completeness that God has
promised to all of us in Christ. For through Christ alone we are blessed as God’s
covenant family, blessed particularly with the gift of peace, even in the hard times.
And that enables us to still be a blessing, even in our times of struggle.



Now that the construction between my house and the church is nearing
completion, I'm starting to get excited about biking to church on the new pathways
and seeing what's been done. Even more than that, though, may our faith in the
Lord’s good plan for our lives always keep us moving forward, through whatever
seasons of change we face. God is at work. Always doing good work in us and for
us. We can count on him to be at work in us in every season of life, doing good
and accomplishing his good purposes.

Amen.



