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Genesis 47.

"Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and presented him before Pharaoh. After
Jacob blessed Pharaoh, & Pharaoh asked him, “How old are you?”

9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty.
My years have been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the
pilgrimage of my fathers.” 1 Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from his
presence.

1 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in
the best part of the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh directed. '? Joseph
also provided his father and his brothers and all his father’'s household with food,
according to the number of their children.

3 There was no food, however, in the whole region because the famine was severe;
both Egypt and Canaan wasted away because of the famine. '* Joseph collected
all the money that was to be found in Egypt and Canaan in payment for the grain
they were buying, and he brought it to Pharaoh’s palace. "> When the money of
the people of Egypt and Canaan was gone, all Egypt came to Joseph and said,
“Give us food. Why should we die before your eyes? Our money is all gone.”

6 “Then bring your livestock,” said Joseph. “I will sell you food in exchange for your
livestock, since your money is gone.” 7 So they brought their livestock to Joseph,
and he gave them food in exchange for their horses, their sheep and goats, their
cattle and donkeys. And he brought them through that year with food in exchange
for all their livestock.

'8 When that year was over, they came to him the following year and said, “We
cannot hide from our lord the fact that since our money is gone and our livestock
belongs to you, there is nothing left for our lord except our bodies and our land.
¥ Why should we perish before your eyes—we and our land as well? Buy us and
our land in exchange for food, and we with our land will be in bondage to Pharaoh.
Give us seed so that we may live and not die, and that the land may not become
desolate.”

20 S0 Joseph bought all the land in Egypt for Pharaoh. The Egyptians, one and all,
sold their fields, because the famine was too severe for them. The land became
Pharaoh’s, 2 and Joseph reduced the people to servitude, ° from one end of
Egypt to the other. 22 However, he did not buy the land of the priests, because they
received a regular allotment from Pharaoh and had food enough from the allotment
Pharaoh gave them. That is why they did not sell their land.

23 Joseph said to the people, “Now that | have bought you and your land today for
Pharaoh, here is seed for you so you can plant the ground. 24 But when the crop
comes in, give a fifth of it to Pharaoh. The other four-fifths you may keep as seed
for the fields and as food for yourselves and your households and your children.”
25“You have saved our lives,” they said. “May we find favor in the eyes of our
lord; we will be in bondage to Pharaoh.”

26 So Joseph established it as a law concerning land in Egypt—still in force today—
that a fifth of the produce belongs to Pharaoh. It was only the land of the priests that
did not become Pharaoh’s.



2" Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the region of Goshen. They acquired
property there and were fruitful and increased greatly in number.

28 Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and the years of his life were a hundred
and forty-seven. 2° When the time drew near for Israel to die, he called for his son
Joseph and said to him, “If | have found favor in your eyes, put your hand under my
thigh and promise that you will show me kindness and faithfulness. Do not bury me
in Egypt, 3 but when | rest with my fathers, carry me out of Egypt and bury me
where they are buried.”

“I will do as you say,” he said.

31“Swear to me,” he said. Then Joseph swore to him, and Israel worshiped as he
leaned on the top of his staff.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation,

Through the course of our study of Joseph, we’ve seen God at work behind
the scenes. Joseph has risen to the top in his family home and Potiphar’'s home
and now Pharaoh’s court. The first two times he is brought down through
circumstances beyond his control. And all of this so that God could raise him up to
be the Prime Minister of Egypt in order to save his family. Through this saved,
covenant family, God would bring a Messiah for the whole world.

In today’s reading, we can see that when God is at work, blessings flow.
The God who is always at work in our lives is God the Faithful. So, let’s explore
his faithfulness as we look at the ways he pours out his blessing on and through
his people.

Blessing Joseph

First of all, we have seen and see again that God blesses Joseph. The
journey to his office of Prime Minister of Egypt involved betrayal, suffering,
loneliness and also faith. We marvel at God’s work when we look back and see
what God has done through the trials Joseph endured. By God’s grace, Joseph
maintained his faith in God and God’s blessings flows to Joseph and through him.

For one thing, God gave Joseph insight and wisdom, particularly wisdom to
lead the nation of Egypt through a perilous chapter of their history. Had Joseph
not been endowed with wisdom from God, the people of Egypt and the Canaan
would have perished from starvation during the seven years of famine, which
were severe, says our reading.

Joseph was also blessed with the wisdom that landed his family in the
good graces of Pharaoh who gave them Rameses or Goshen.

Gen 47:11 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them

property in the best part of the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh

directed. 2 Joseph also provided his father and his brothers and all his

father’s household with food, according to the number of their children.



Joseph was wise in telling his brothers to report to Pharaoh that they were
shepherds. As we saw in chapter 46 last week, Egyptians felt that shepherds
were detestable. One commentator writes, “Like other immigrant communities, the
family members therefore end up living together rather than living among their
host community, but that may facilitate their staying together and not losing their
identity.”

In other words, God blessed Joseph’s wisdom to enable the family of Israel
to remain together as one, to become united and strong and to focus on the Lord
Almighty, their covenant God, rather than the idolatry of Egypt. And, as it turned
out, this corner of the foreign country also served to prosper Israel. Another
blessing.

Joseph illustrates God’s desire that his people are blessed to be a
blessing. As Joseph has honoured and blessed Pharaoh through his diligent work,
Pharaoh extends that blessing to Joseph’s family. In this way, Israel learns in
Goshen that God is with them no matter where they are and what they go
through. It's a lesson they had to learn over and over throughout their history. But
clearly here, God has blessed Joseph, who has blessed Pharaoh, who has
blessed Joseph’s family. God blessed Joseph with wisdom which served to show
the faithfulness of God to Israel.

Blessing Egypt

God the faithful one doesn’t only wish to bless his own people. The beauty
of this chapter lies in seeing how God also wishes to bless Egypt. He did that in
part through the faithful service of Joseph’s work for Pharaoh. But now Jacob
blesses Pharaoh. At 130 years old, Jacob finally seems to get the idea that God
has chosen his people to be a blessing to the nations. So, Jacob pronounces a
blessing on Pharaoh. Vv. 7-10 report,

Gen 47.7 Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and presented him before

Pharaoh. After Jacob blessed Pharaoh,  Pharaoh asked him, “How old are

you?” 9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a

hundred and thirty. My years have been few and difficult, and they do not

equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers.” 1° Then Jacob blessed

Pharaoh and went out from his presence.

When we read that, it seems very factual. Jacob blessed Pharaoh. Okay.
Interesting. But it was rather remarkable and bold. Here is a farmer from Canaan
coming into the presence of the most powerful man on earth. Picture a farmer in
his overalls and rubber boots today going to see King Charles or Prime Minister
Carney who is wearing a fine, tailormade suit. Jacob is a man of modest means
next to the richest man on earth.

But more than that, the Pharaohs were considered divine in Egyptian
culture. So, Jacob pronouncing a divine blessing on someone divine is almost
scandalous. Who is this lowly farmer to bless the mighty Pharaoh with the
blessing of another God?



In Hebrews 7:7 where it talks about Melchizedek from that same ancient
culture, we read, "... the lesser is blessed by the greater". This principle
establishes that the one receiving a blessing holds a lesser position than the one
giving the blessing. So, we can understand that Pharaoh could have taken great
offence to this Hebrew farmer offering a blessing on him. Jacob could be seen as
putting himself above Pharaoh as ruler of the mightiest nation and someone who
considered himself a god.

Nonetheless, Pharaoh seems to be very receptive to the blessing of Jacob
on him and his nation. For at least a few reasons, he does not seem offended.

First, Pharaoh has respect for Joseph who at a fairly young age has
displayed incredible wisdom. Meeting Joseph’s father is a matter of curiosity. Who
is the father of this young man who has taken care of my country with such great
leadership? His respect for Joseph means he has respect for Joseph’s father,
even if they are not Egyptians.

Second, in ancient times, age is also to be respected. From what | read, in
Jacob’s day, an Egyptian reaching 110 years old was considered amazing—a
divine blessing, they would say. That was Joseph'’s age when he died. But Jacob
is already 130 years old! Moreover, Jacob downplays his own age by pointing to
his forefathers who lived even longer than that. He says in v.9, My years have
been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my
fathers. That would increase Pharaoh’s respect for Jacob and his family even
more. Who are these people who live 20 or 30 or more years than a strong
Egyptian? They must have some special blessing from God.

We aren’t told exactly what Jacob said, but blessings are generally
associated with some kind of message from God. Jacob’s blessing is not simply a
matter of politeness. You can read his words of blessing to his grandsons in the
next chapter. He is not just addressing this great world leader with a term of
respect or a common greeting. He is pointing Pharaoh to the Lord God Almighty.
He testifies to God’s work and plan in a peaceable but straightforward way. And
Pharaoh receives it. This is a sign of Jacob/Israel being the blessing to the nations
God intends her to be as his people. Blessed to be a blessing.

That’s what the Lord intends for us to be as well. The problem is that
sometimes Christians see our role in the larger culture as adversarial—we are
supposed to fight against our worldly society. Indeed, certain conflicts are forced
upon us at times. But let us never lose sight of the fact that the Lord placed us
here and saved us to be a blessing to our society. In 1 Peter 2:11-12, we are told,

1Pet2:11 Dear friends, | urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from

sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 2 Live such good lives
among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
Being a blessing to our neighbours doesn’t mean we join them in sinfulness or
idolatry. It means we love them by showing them the difference the Lord Jesus
has made in our lives and the joy we have in living our life his way. Like Israel in
Egypt, we might appear strange to others, but we live for God alone, God above



all, trusting God as our provider, protector, our hope and help. We bless our
neighbours when our life bears witness to God and his goodness to us.

The largest part of this chapter shows that Joseph also is a blessing to
Egypt. As the famine continues, Joseph manages everything so that the
Egyptians will survive. There are questions about whether it was good to force the
people to sell everything, even themselves, to Pharaoh. That’s a big part of this
chapter but we have to leave that for another time. Note, however, in v.25 that the
Egyptian people say to Joseph,

Gen 47:25 “You have saved our lives,” they-said- “May we find favor in the eyes

of our lord (referring to Joseph); we will be in bondage to Pharaoh.”

The situation was not ideal. Yet the people felt blessed to have been saved
from starvation, regardless of the cost. God the faithful one used Joseph to save
the lives of the Egyptians. The wisdom God gave Joseph to manage the famine
proved to be a life-saving blessing to the people of Egypt and a nation-saving
blessing for Pharaoh. This is another evidence of God’s love for the world and his
desire for people to know him as their true and better King because of Joseph.

In this way, Joseph points us to Jesus again. Clearly, our Lord Jesus
serves all the nations of the world by giving his life for us. As Joseph worked for
the good of his master and Egypt, so Jesus worked sacrificially for the glory of his
Father which was for the good of the world. Jesus served poor and rich alike, Jew
and Gentile, male and female, young and old. He served all by dying for our sins.
We are slaves to sin but freed through Christ alone. God the faithful blesses us
through Jesus by redeeming us from bondage to sin. As he blessed Egypt
through Joseph, we are blessed through Christ, the true and better. Blessed to be
a blessing by our faithful God.

We must learn this too and trust God to make our lives a blessing. | think
we do that well as a church in the way we support the work of agencies like the
Mosaic Centre, for which we have an offering today. There are so many
underprivileged people in our society that we can bless with our gifts. We do this
through all sorts of great ministries which our deacons help us support. We ought
to be a generous people when we consider that everything we have needed
God’s hand has provided, just as he did for Jacob and his family. Remember how
the Lord prospered them even in a foreign land.

In addition, we do well to consider how we can do this better as individuals
too. On this Labour Day weekend, think about how we can bless our coworkers or
employees. Think about how Joseph blessed Pharaoh, his master. In a society
that has made labour relations so adversarial, how can a Christian boss do
better? How can a Christian employee do so?

A blessing isn’t always about mere words. It's about actions, looking for
ways that show others we love them because Christ has loved us first. We want
them to see the difference Jesus makes in our lives. He’s the reason we don’t
consider ourselves better than others. Instead, we treat people with respect,
whether we're the boss or the workers. We're not fighting to be the king of the



castle because we know Jesus as our King and are confident in his rule over our
lives.

Similarly, as school resumes this week—if there isn’t a strike—maybe write
out a prayer for your kid’'s teachers as they head back to the classroom or even to
the picket line if that happens. Give them a small gift with that prayer to show
them the love of Christ. Let them feel your support and respect for the work they
do and the role they play in your child’s life. Likewise, children and young people,
be sure to treat your teachers with respect. Be sure to show love to your
classmates. It's not always easy but think about and pray for the Holy Spirit to
help you be a blessing to others. Because our God is faithful, we can trust him to
help us be a blessing even as he blessed Joseph and made him a blessing.

Blessing Jacob

And, finally, we also want to see briefly how God blessed Jacob.
Remember, Jacob had initially resisted anything to do with Egypt. His grief over
the lose of Joseph years earlier kept him from looking outward. But now that he
has been reunited with Joseph, his heart is healing and Jacob senses how God
has blessed him, even in a foreign land and through Pharaoh. He must have been
flabbergasted to see what God had done with Joseph. How could this Hebrew boy
become the Prime Minister of mighty Pharaoh? The road was hard, both for father
and son, but God was faithful.

Now, even though he is not at home, Jacob is at peace. He senses God’s
hand. God is with him. God has saved him and his family from certain starvation
through Joseph. The saviour of the family has come from his own loins. God
blesses the Israelites with property, says 27.

Gen 47:27 Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the region of Goshen. They

acquired property there and were fruitful and increased greatly in number.
God the faithful One provided for Jacob in the most unlikely way and place. Jacob
would not have dreamed of this in a thousand years. God’s work is amazing. His
blessing undeniable.

It's interesting to note in v.28,

Gen 47:28 Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and the years of his life were

a hundred and forty-seven.
| think there’s some kind of divine blessing in that as well. Remember how Jacob
reunited with Joseph and said, “Now | can die!”? For years his heart was broken.
He felt blessed to see Joseph again and ready to die at 130 years old. But God
blessed Jacob with 17 more years to enjoy the son he had lost and see how God
prospered his family even in Egypt.

In the end, we see how God blessed Jacob with the certainty of his
promise to give his people their promised land. Though Jacob was forced to
leave, Joseph promised him that his body would return to Canaan. Joseph made
the promise to his father, but the chapter ends showing how Jacob understands
that this is God’s answer to the request. This is why the old man leans on his
staff—still a shepherd—and he worships the Lord. God alone is worthy of worship

6



since he cares for his people and fulfills his promises to us in his own way and
time.

Indeed, congregation, our faithful God is worthy of our worship too because
he assures us too that our eternal home is certain. His promises, which we’ve
witnessed again this morning in the sacrament of baptism to little Kaylee, reminds
us that he’s a God of his word. The promises are signed and sealed through
Jesus who guarantees our place in the covenant family and our safe arrival to the
right hand of God Almighty.

Friends, often life is hard. We all have struggles. We all have times of grief
and hardship. And the Lord brings us through them one way or another. He is with
us throughout our life. He provides for us no matter where we end up or what we
go through. That’s his promise as our faithful God. He even uses us in the hardest
places to be a blessing. | can’t begin to tell you all the times when I've been
blessed by people who are going through the roughest times. God’s presence and
peace shines through. That's why we keep looking to him in faith. Even when our
faith is shaky as Jacob’s was at times, God is still faithful and lifts us up. And in
the end, because of Jesus, he’ll get us all home, just like he promised Jacob.



