Nicene Creed Series 2 - One Almighty Creator God
Let’s Pray

“Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may
increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your
ancestors, promised you.

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.®Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. ® These commandments that | give
you today are to be on your hearts. ’Impress them on your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get
up. 8Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. ®*Write them on
the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.”

Deuteronomy 6:3-9
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When we look at the Creed, it is very easy to break it up into three sections, one for each
member of the Trinity. | think this is the most natural way to split it up. The first clause for
the Father, the second (and longest) for the Son, and the third for the Spirit. In this division,
the section on the Father is the shortest section in the Creed, and this is partly because at
this time it was the least controversial.

We see it in the first part of the Creed, where it says:

We believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
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As Christians, one of the main things we believe is that God is a Trinity. This is how scripture
reveals him. Our church is named after this doctrine. It is an essential element, that we
must confess, and we have the privilege of being able to do so. The Nicene Creed is all
about the Trinity, One God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who are to be worshiped and
glorified equally. God is one essence and three persons. The one describes what God is,
and the three describes who God is.

The first section really doesn’t say too much about what it means for the Father to be the
Father, as distinct from the other persons of the Trinity. Other than the designation of
“Father,” each of the descriptors given in this section are intended to be applied to the



other members of the Trinity. God is One, almighty, and creator. All three of these describe
what it means to be God.

How the one and the three relate to one another is not always obvious, and we must
confess, is a great mystery beyond human capability. This is what we should expect after all
when we speak about God. But before we speak about how the three and one make sense,
we should have some understanding about what it means for God to be one. With the best
of our ability this morning, we will look at what it means for God to be God, a perfect divine
unity.

What is God? The Nicene Creed begins by defining what God is as One, the Almighty, and
the creator of everything.

If you were to close your eyes and picture God, I’m sure he would look like something from
a far-side cartoon. An old, bearded man riding a cloud. When atheists say that they don’t
believe in God, this is usually the God that they don’t believe in, never having actually heard
about or understood anything of the one true God. When someone tells me they don’t
believe in God, | ask them to describe this God, because chances are | don’t believe in him
either. Chances are, the God we imagine is far too small.

When we are not being very careful, we tend to think of God in ways that correspond to our
own experience. It is very difficult, in fact impossible, to imagine God’s being. We existin
space, and so we assume that all existence is in space. We exist in time, and so we
understand things as moving in time. We have a hard enough time understanding very big
and very small spaces and time, let alone something outside of this. As a siding contractor
in my past life, | found most people had a hard enough time picturing their house in a
different colour, let alone imagining the being of God! Most of the time, when we think
about God, we limit him to our experience, and it takes a concerted effort to qualify your
thinking to not do so. We’re going to work on that this morning. Learning from those who
have come before us, as we ponder the great mystery of God’s nature.

The Belgic Confession has a great little summary for what it means to be God, it takes the
main categories of the Creed and expands them a bit. It says, “We all believe in our hearts
and confess with our mouths that there is a single and simple spiritual being, whom we call
God—eternal, incomprehensible, invisible, unchangeable, infinite, almighty; completely
wise, just, and good, and the overflowing source of all good.”
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First, to be One means to be single, simple, and spiritual. Second, to be almighty, means to
be eternal, incomprehensible, invisible, unchangeable, infinite, completely wise, just, and
good. And last, as creator, God is the overflowing source of all good. We will look at each of



these in bit more detail, see the Biblical support for each, and what each means for our
faith. We will also see that they all are related to each other in very important ways. Let’s
begin by looking at what it means for God to be One.
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That God is one comes from the first creed of God’s people, the Shema of Deut. 6:4, “hear
O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” God says that proclaiming this truth is
responsible for their blessing. It allows God’s people to love him with their whole heart. It is
to be read aloud to our children. Written on our houses, our hands, our heads, our gates
and doorframes. It is the prime identity marker for God’s people, then and now. As we saw
last week, there is a great benefit to having a creed. That God gave this to Israel as her
creed should tell us that the unity of God is an absolutely essential aspect of the faith.

This unity is originally in defiance to all other religions around Israel, who worshiped many
gods, but more importantly, this divine unity is also a very important part of what it means
to be God.
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Maybe, when you confess that God is one, the only thing you think of is how there are not
many gods, that the gods of other religions are not the true God. This is a true, and
important part of there being one God. But, as | said before, being one is more importantly
what God is, not only who he is as the only true God. To say that God is one, as the Belgic
confession states, is to confess God to be eternally single, simple, and spiritual being.

To say that God is eternally single, simple, and spiritual, is to say he is not composed of any
parts. You and |, and anything that is created, is composed of parts. That is, at the very least
there is a temporal part. There was once a time when that thing was not, and so this being
can be divided into a before and after its creation. This fact says something essential about
this thing.

I, if you didn’t notice, am composed of parts. At one time, my hair was composed of more
parts and my stomach composed of less! If | were to die, my soul and body would be
separate, | am still me in both senses of body and soul, but they are divisible. My soul can
say, it is time to pray, and my body can say it is time to eat. | will say, let us pray, and my
body will say, lettuce sounds good on a big ham sandwich! Even within my soul, | can have
an argument with myself, many sleepless nights will attest to this.

Even the angels and demons, though having a spiritual nature, still exist in time. Even
though they are eternal, they began to exist at a certain time. Their knowledge is limited,
they for instance do not know the time when Jesus will return. They are limited to God’s



will, and have other limitations that we likely could not understand as we do not exist on
their dimensional plane.

God is not like this. Even though we are an image of God, his perfect divine unity cannot be
imaged. God does not exist in time or space. He cannot argue with himself, as he is perfect.
God has a perfect knowledge of the complexity of things, and so in our experience of him, it
may appear that he is changing his mind, but this is our perception as beings in time, and
an impossibility in God. You cannot separate one part of God from another, eitherin a
location of time, saying once God was as such, but now he is like this. His being one is a
perfect unity. This is not really something we can imagine, as we have never experienced
something uncreated. God gives us some analogies, he condescends to our nature to
speak to us, but these all have their limits.
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We might think that God being a perfect unchanging unity, or immutability, is something
limiting on him. This might be because when we know people who do not change, itis
because of a kind of stubbornness. Maybe you know someone in your life who is very
stubborn, maybe he looks at you in the mirror every morning. God simply does not change
because there is nothing left to improve. | don’t change because | don’t like to be wrong.
There is a big difference. God’s immutability is the fullness of all actuality, my immutability
is the fullness of my denial!

God is not limited by his unchanging nature; he is not stubborn. He is infinite goodness. He
is infinite personality. As Ephesians 1:23, “the fullness of him who fills all in all.” God only
does not change because he is perfect, any change in him would be a lessening of that
perfection.
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You might think to yourself, ok that God is this divine unity is interesting and mind-bending,
but what does it mean to me? Typically, when God introduces himself in this way, he says
he does not change, to emphasize that he is faithful and reliable. When God gives us a
promise, his keeping this promise does not depend on the whims of his emotion as we
might assume based on our experiences. Malachi 3:6 says, “l the Lord do not change. So
you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.” Or in a positive way from James 1:17,
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” It is God’s unchanging nature that
maintains his grace to us when we fall into sin. It is his unchanging and perfect nature that
is able to forgive our sin past, present, and future when we are given faith in him.
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Second, we will ask, what does it mean for God to be almighty?

Like God being one, that God is Almighty is clear in Scripture. The Prophet Jeremiah (32:17)
says, “Nothing is too hard for you...” Proverbs 16:33 says, “...every decision is from the
LORD.” Our Lord Jesus himself says that not even a sparrow can fall to the ground apart
from the will of the Father (Mt.10:29-30).

When the Bible speaks about God being almighty, or omnipotent, it typically does so to
emphasize that he is able to do the good that he desires. As Job says to God, “l know you
can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted” (Job 42:2). It means that we are
able to come to God in every situation, our “ever-present help in times of trouble” (Ps.46:1).

This ‘Almighty’ nature fits well with the unity we previously spoke of. In fact, only the one
simple being could possibly be almighty as far as our limited perspective allows. Being able
to do all things, and being all good, means that God in himself is perfectly able and willing
to be who he is in himself. He is not reliant on anything. The only almighty God possible is a
singular, simple, spiritual God.
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One of the best ways to look at who God is, is by looking at his interaction with Moses in the
burning bush. Remember how God introduces himself to Moses in the burning bush. He
says his name is, “l am that | am.” The Egyptians that Moses knew would call their gods, Ra,
the sun god, or Hapi, the god of the Nile. But the true God calls himself, | AM, thatis, he is
being itself.

First, God introducing himself like this speaks to the unreality of the other gods. This is the
God who is, the others are not. Second, this is the God who IS, that is, his being is ultimate
reality. Nothing else simply is but God. Everything else comes from something, or requires
something to come into being, but God simply is. When we put this God who is, with the
God who is perfectly one, then we get a sense of the perfect being we find in Scripture.

This is confirmed with the image of the un-consuming burning bush. This image shows us
that God is the kind of being that does not require energy to exist. All other beings feed off
of energy sources to be maintained. They decay, but God is the source, and an infinite
source. All other kinds of being have limitations, but God does not (other than logical ones,
or that which is against his goodness). He is fire that does not quench its source. This is
what it means for God to be almighty, having infinite power.
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Sometimes when we consider this infinity, we can get lost in the greatness of God’s being.
But if we think that because God is so transcendent that he cannot be reached, we have a



problem. Yes, we will never be able to understand God’s nature, one would have to be
infinite to be able to do that. But it is because of his infinite nature that he can have a
relationship with us. If he were limited like other beings, then he would not be able to
interact with us. As one theologian says, “we can say that God is not a part of the world and
that this allows him to be intimate to it without competition. He burns without consuming.

»1

He is present without interfering.
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Last, let’s consider how this almighty perfect divine unity is the creator of all things.

When we look at the creation around us, this should cause us to ask a basic question; Why
does something exist rather than nothing? How we answer this question has big
implications as to what kind of God we are dealing with. There are two main possible
answers: either creation has always existed, or there is something that is outside of
creation, like God, that has always existed, and so causes material existence to begin with.
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Most human cultures have taken the first option, that what exists has always existed, it just
goes through changes like the seasons. When we look at the myths of the ancient world, or
of the indigenous religions of north America, there is generally a myth of the creation of the
world, but in these myths, there was always something there to begin with. The gods didn’t
create the world, but formed what was already there to the best of their ability. Generally,
these stories play off of the cycles of nature, and make these cosmological. Some god falls
and dies, and the world is created from their body, or something like that.

Even the Greek philosophers, believed that matter, or the stuff that the world is created
with, was co-eternal with the supreme being, whatever that might be. If there was a God
who always was, then there is matter that always was too they thought.

Even in science today, they may not have a personal divine being, but the laws of science
function as a part of creation. They are like an impersonal god who orders everything to
begin with. The stuff of the universe is then co-eternal with the laws, which are the god as it
were.
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One of the main reasons the philosophers would say this, was to give a reason as to why
there are problems in this world. If God is perfect, and the creator, the philosophers
wondered why there were problems in the world. Many of them concluded that the blame

" Ortiz and Keating, The Nicene Creed, 44.



was to be on the material that the world was created with. Now, this isn’t totally irrational,
as when we think of our problems in the world, they most often have to do with our material
nature. Hunger, pain, scarcity of resources, limitations on capabilities—all these things
have to do with our material world.
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One of the big religious challengers to Christianity in the first few centuries was called
Manichaeism. Manichaeism was a new religious movement that came from the writings of
Mani, a Persian mystic who lived from 216-274. Mani’s teaching caught the zeitgeist of the
Roman empire at this time, and exemplified a popular train of thought often called
‘gnosticism’. One of the central teachings on Mani was that there were two equal and
opposite powers, one supreme and spiritual god of light, and another material evil god of
darkness. The history of the world is one of conflict between these two forces.

When Christians are not being careful, sometimes our talk of God and Satan can sound like
this. But we do not believe that Satan is an equal force to God, he is a creature, and can
only do what God allows. Satan is not a creator; he is only a distorter. Evil does not create,
because God is the only creator, it is only a distortion of God’s good creation, a debauching
of a once good thing that God created. Good creates life, evil kills. Goodness creates
beauty, evil distorts into chaos.
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The Creed wants to be sure to call God the Father creator because one of the earliest
challenges to the Faith came from those, like the Manicheans, who denied that God the
Father created the world. The testimony of Scripture is quite clear that the world was
created through the Son (Jn.1:3), and by the Spirit (Gen.1:2, Ps.33:6), the whole Trinity is
creator and not creature. Out of the conflict with these teachers, the church came to
defend the Father as the creator of this world, and all other reality.
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When we say that God is the “maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible,”
we are saying that God is the only being that is not created. There is two categories, creator
and created, there is no third. When we ask, why is there something rather than nothing,
Christians answer, because there is a perfect divine unity responsible for all that exists. Is
an essential part of what it means to be God, to be uncreated.

God not only creates the world, but orders it all in his supreme providence, this is what we
see clearly in scripture, and when we confess God as Almighty. It was essential to get this
point right, or else all other understanding of God would fall apart.



If there are two powers contending for control in the world then these gods themselves
become simply super-powerful parts of God’s creation. But the God we confess is not like
this. God as perfect divine eternal unity is a being that is necessary to all creation. He is not
reliant on some eternal matter to do his bidding, he is supremely in control.

Slide 22

While God is totally self-subsistent, we are fully reliant on him. And in our sin, we rebel
against this. When we take the time to try and understand something of the greatness of
God’s essence, it is really amazing that we can fool ourselves into thinking that we can
contend for authority from God. This is the pride at the heart of sin, to say that God is not
the supreme author of all, and that we are not totally reliant on him for everything. What
does Satan tempt Eve, that she will be like God, knowing good and evil. But that is
impossible. God does not only know goodness, he is goodness itself. It flows from his
perfection.
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That this one God, Father Almighty, is the creator of everything, has profound
consequences for how we live our lives and perceive the things that happen around us.
Revelation 4 gives an image of heaven, where 24 elders are worshipping God saying, “You
are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all
things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” That God is this being
means that he alone is worthy of our worship, and that is what the creed is most of all trying
to protect us, from idolatry. As we said earlier, we seek to know God better to worship him
better.



