Nicene Creed Series 3 - For Us, and for Our Salvation
Philippians 2:5-11
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

8Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
"rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross!

°Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,

%that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

"and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

This is the Word of the Lord

As we continue our series on the Nicene Creed, we come to the next clause, where the
creed speaks about what the divine Son, eternally begotten in the Trinity, does “for our
salvation.” We have looked at what God is, a perfect divine simplicity. We have looked at
who God is, the three persons of the Trinity. And now we will see what God does,
particularly in our salvation. In this, the Creed turns from things we have no direct
experience of, to things that at least some human beings have experienced.

It must be said that for all the statements about salvation in the Creed, humanity is the
recipient, not the giver. They speak about God’s action, not ours. This is because of how the
Creed defined God beforehand. He is the creator, we the creature. He is the giver, we the
receiver. That is to say, the Creed gives us the gospel. It is grace to believe the things it
defends, a gift of God, worked out with the power of the Spirit in the church.

There are a lot of statements here, and much the same as in the Apostle’s Creed. We could
easily spend a whole sermon on each line. But this morning, | will focus on why these
things needed to be done by Jesus as God become man. Why it was necessary for God to



save us, and not another. While all the Creed preaches the gospel, this part does so
particularly.
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The section of the Creed we will be looking at says:

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried.
The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

As | said last week, the heart of the Nicene Creed, and the reason for its existence, is
declaring that Jesus, the Son of God, is of one essence with the Father. But we know that
the Son is divine because of the way that God revealed him as saviour. As God saves us, he
reveals his nature to us. It is through the history of salvation that God is revealed to us as
Trinity.

As | said last week, God does not become Trinity to save us, but saves us because heis a
Trinity. Grace is an overflow of his infinite divine love between the Father, Son, and Spirit.
But the way that we see that inner life is through God’s work in history. And so we see here a
shiftin focus from the inner life of God to the work of God in history; past, present, and
future.

The Creed is clear, the only way we are going to be saved is by God becoming man. No
other sacrifice could truly atone for our sin. No other power could rescue us from our
enemies, especially when our enemies are ourselves and our sinful desires. No other being
could unite us to the source of all being. It must be God. As the Creed to poignantly says,
he came “for us and our salvation.” The gospel and the Trinity are completely united to each
other. No Trinity, no gospel.
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The work that Jesus does for our salvation is something that only God become man could
accomplish. In fact, if Arius was correct, and Jesus is a creature, then this also says
something about what we might contribute to our salvation. Does God require a perfect
divine sacrifice, or is there something we can do to earn our salvation? Does Jesus simply
model what we can do for ourselves, or does he accomplish what no creature could? It
should not be a surprise that modern day Arians, those who deny Jesus is God, the
Jehovah’s Witnesses, base their salvation not on what he did for them, but on what they do
for God. If we deny the Trinity, we deny the gospel.
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As we look at the main portion of the Creed, on what Jesus did on earth, we see that it
corresponds quite closely to the verses we read from Philippians 2. There is the same
movement, first downward, then back up, like a cosmic ‘V’. The movement downward is
sometimes called the humiliation, not like making fun of, but in beholding God’s humility;
coming down from heaven, becoming incarnate, suffering, dying, and being buried. This is
reversed in what we call the glorification, the resurrection, ascension, reign, and returning
to judge. All the way down, all the way up.
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This is a summary of the gospel. If someone were to ask you to summarize the gospel, this
would be a good way to do so. It does not say everything about who Jesus is, or what he did,
but it gives us some bearing to hold on to, and one that all Christians recognize.

We will begin by looking at why Jesus, as God, was required to be humiliated for our
salvation, and then we will look at how his glorification also saves us.
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As we look at the Divine Son’s ‘humiliation’, we should note that this coming down
movement from God is nothing new. God, from the beginning had been condescending to
our created nature to reveal himself to us. When we know who God is, and who we are, any
interaction with us must be a lowering of himself to our capabilities.

That being said, it is no small thing for the perfect divine unity to become a piece of meat. It
is one thing for God to speak to Moses in a cloud of glory on a mountaintop, or in a whisper
of wind to Elijah, it is another for him to become incarnate. That is what incarnate means.
He is in-carne, like carnitas, for all you taco aficionados. Think about what kind of
limitations you would have if you became a rock, and that is only moving from one created
thing to another. God is uncreated being taking on created being. This is a mystery that took
the church the next four centuries to apprehend.
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Some of us might not recognize how the incarnation itself saves us, thinking that only
Jesus’ sacrifice saves us. Gregory of Nazianzus, a prominent leader after the Council of
Nicaea, says, “the unassumed is the unhealed.”” As we have all fallen in Adam, our whole
essence as humans has become corrupt. To heal this, the Son becomes human, remaking
our essence as we are found in him. Not only is Jesus homoousios (the same essence) with
the Father, but he is also homoousios with us in his humanity.

Of course, God is the one who created the world this way, and he did so knowing that he
would reveal his glory in this particular person, Jesus of Nazareth. God created humanity
with the kind of ability to image him, albeit in a limited way of course. This speaks to what
kind of God we worship, the kind that chooses humiliation as the means of glorification. It
speaks to what is true and good and beautiful in this world, as that is what we see in God
himself.
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As we look at why Jesus’ humiliation was essential for our salvation, we have to come to
terms with the seriousness of our own sin. It was necessary for the Son of God to come
down from heaven, become human, suffer, and die for your sin. That is not a small or
optional part of Christian teaching, it is essential.
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In the Old Testament, God made prevision for his people to be in his presence through
sacrifice. These sacrifices were simply a placeholder, or a foreshadowing, of what was to
come in Jesus’ own suffering and death on the cross for our sin. As Isaiah 53:5 says, “But he
was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.”
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And these wounds brought our Lord down to the depths of the grave. This fact is attested to
in all the gospels, and even in the first Creed of Christianity, that we see in 1Cor.15:3-4,
“what | received | passed on to you as of firstimportance... that Christ died for our

sins according to the Scriptures, “that he was buried, that he was raised on the third

day according to the Scriptures...” This burial is very important, not only does it assure us
that Jesus was in fact dead, but it also takes the punishment we all deserve since Adam,
and unites us to Christ’s new life.

" Gregory of Nazianzus, On God and Christ, 158.



Now that we’ve gone all the way down, let us see how the Son becoming human saves us
all the way up, as it were.
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The first thing the Creed mentions is Jesus’ resurrection. Our death is a punishment for our
sin, and Jesus takes on our human nature so that we can live forever as we were created to.
In Christ we are brought the life we were intended to live from the beginning, freed from the
consequences of our sin. We don’t know exactly what that will look like, but we get some
idea when we see Jesus’ resurrected body interacting with the disciples.

More than this though, the resurrection gives God’s seal of approval to all the things that
Jesus did and said. Before this, the Jewish leaders could argue that they were justified in
condemning Jesus’ denunciation of their interpretation of the law, and his claims to divinity.
But after the resurrection, this is impossible. The things that Jesus claimed are true, and if
they were not, he would remain in the grave. But he did not lie, and his claims to divinity are
seen in his resurrected body.
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Second, Jesus saves us by his ascension. Jesus does not only conquer death, but ascends
to the throne as the rightful Lord of the universe. If one thinks that the ascension was only
Jesus floating up to the sky like Superman, it would be an odd thing to include in the Creed.
But the ascension is just as important as the Resurrection. If Jesus is not the true Lord of
creation, then we are not going to be right with God.

The Ascended Jesus “sits at the right hand of the Father.” He is in control. This image takes
from the most quoted Old Testament verse in the New Testament, Psalm 110:1, “The Lord
said to my Lord, sit at my right hand.” Jesus uses this verse to show the Jewish teachers
who he is, and now the Creed does the same. Jesus is the true Lord of all, and ascends to
the heavenly throne to sit at the right hand of the Father.

We still talk about kings ascending to the throne today. Christ ascends to the throne in
heaven, because his rule is properly over the whole universe, his creation.

Just as we will be resurrected with Christ, we also ascend to heaven with him too. Human
beings were created to rule God’s creation, and we will do that in Christ.

Slide 20

Third, it says that Jesus “will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.” This is
him taking what is rightfully his at the right time. This is his exercising being the Lord of all,
and when all will see him for who he is. The image here comes from Daniel 7, a prophecy of



how God will bring the nations to final judgement, and then fully establish his everlasting
kingdom. This is echoed throughout Revelation, especially in ch.5, the slain lamb on the
throne, judging the nations.

Jesus’ coming in glory is not only a beautiful thing, but also a fearful thing. Not fearful in the
final sense to those who are covered in his blood, but should be extremely fearful to those
who are not. Revelation 20 is clear, those who are not under God’s sacrifice will be judged
for what they have done (20:12). He will judge all, and it will be with a perfect judgement
unlike we have ever experienced. How many of us, if we truly looked deep into our desires
and motivations for our actions would be able to stand before Jesus’ judgement? If you
think you could, you have not looked deep enough at the one who says, “be perfectas | am
perfect,” and “take up your cross and follow me.” Are you prepared today to stand in front of
his judgement? Will you present your arrogance to him, or will you, in the humility he
himself demonstrates for us, accept his sacrifice?

While God calls all kinds of people to salvation, for him to be just, which he must be by his
very nature, then he can only accept those who have accepted his Son’s sacrifice. We only
think this unfair if we do not fully appreciate our sin. We can take hope in the fact that
Jesus, who out of his love for us, died for us, is the judge, and his judgement will be perfect.
This judgement is not up to us. We should not pretend that it is; whether that be to be
permissive and say all are saved, or exclusive, and say only those | like are saved. God is
the judge, not us.
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This section of the Creed closes by saying, Jesus’ “kingdom shall have no end.” Itis a
quotation from Luke 1:33, where the angel tells Mary who Jesus is. It is a fulfillment of the
promise made to David, “l will establish the throne of his Kingdom forever” (2Sam.7:13).

This promise of an eternal kingdom is a message of a full salvation as we have not yet
experienced. It puts an asterisk on all the things we go through in this life. If Jesus would
have remained in the grave, he might have been a good person worthy of remembering, but
his death would have been a tragedy. However, in light of eternity, his death is a triumph.

So too our own struggles in the life of faith. When seen in the shadow of eternity, our
struggles today will be cause for rejoicing in heaven. It is hard to imagine, but we will one
day praise God for what we experience as pain on earth. It is easy to forget eternity today,
as we are distracted by everything around us, repeating the Creed helps us to keep eternity
in our hearts.

All this, Christ’s humiliation and glorification, his coming first as a baby in his mother’s
arms, and coming again in glory to judge the world, this is the gospel. The gospel does not



make sense without the Trinity. Christ came from heaven, suffered and died for our
salvation, taking our punishment on himself. And then he takes us with him from the grave
to heaven, to rule with him.

This is good news, and it is the God we love. The God “who so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. " For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the
world through him. ®Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not
believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s
one and only Son.”

Amen.



