
Romans 1:1-17 – Not Ashamed of the Gospel 

Introduction 

No other book of the Bible has so shaped and renewed the church and its thinking. No other book has given the 
church as much fresh fuel for faith. No other book has given the church as much fresh energy for its mission. 
No other book than the book of Romans.  

Why has THIS book had such a massive impact?  

●​ This book tells the story of God’s purposes for the world. And how we fit into that. 
●​ This book shows us what it means to be truly human. And it gives us a fresh vision for a new way of 

being human. A vision our world needs! 
●​ This book is about Jesus – Israel’s Messiah, the world’s true Lord and rightful King.  
●​ This book is about how the Holy Spirit is at work to renew all of creation and to reshape human lives as 

a sign of that renewal. 

Romans is Paul’s wide-ranging, richly layered, biblical and theological vision of the church and its mission in 
the world.  

Paul is weaving together so many threads of the biblical story to show how God’s creation-restoring justice and 
covenant faithfulness have reached their fulfillment in Jesus Christ and the mission of the church. In the 
process, Paul is challenging the propaganda of the Roman Empire and the great philosophies of the Ancient 
world.  

Paul is writing to Christians in Rome. The greatest city of the world at the time. And the home of the most 
powerful man in the world – Caesar. The titles for Caesar included – “son of god,” “lord,” and “saviour.” His 
birthday was hailed as “gospel” (good news). He claimed the allegiance and loyalty of the greatest empire the 
world had seen up to that point.  

On top of that – most Romans disdained Christians. How were Christians to live in this pagan empire? 

There was deep social class division between the powerful/rich and the powerless/poor.  

The tension between Gentiles and Jews in this young church were running high – as Jews exiled from Rome 
were returning and trying to find their place in the city and in the church. 

Rome was a strategic city for Paul. Not only because of its influence – but because Paul also wanted to set up a 
missionary base in Rome from which the gospel could spread to Spain and other parts of Europe.  

This young movement of house churches in Rome faced a very challenging context. 

All of this led Paul to write his letter with a clear focus on a central theme – Paul’s understanding of the 
Gospel. He needed to unify the Romans around the gospel – and believed that the Gospel needed to speak into 
their context, unite them, and empower them for the ongoing mission in Rome and beyond into Europe.  

The Gospel is the central theme of this book. 

This opening section offers us a fresh, bold invitation to say with Paul – “I am not ashamed of the gospel for it 
is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith!” Let me read our passage and we will jump in this 
morning [Read Romans 1:1-17]. 

For us to gain a fresh vision for the Gospel – and fresh energy for our mission – and what God’s purposes are 
for the world – we need three important compass points that orient us and show us the path to walk. 

 



1.​ We need to know our story (v 1-7) 

For Paul – the Gospel is the climactic fulfillment of the biblical story. We cannot understand the gospel without 
knowing that story – and knowing how the Gospel fulfills that story.  

Notice the opening verses –  

V 1 – Paul is a bondservant of Christ – set apart for the Gospel of God. The Gospel of God. It’s the good news 
of what God has done. It’s the good news of “God” – not of Rome or any other Empire/power. 

V 2 – This Gospel was promised in the OT – and this story that unfolds in the OT has now been fulfilled. 

V 3 – The focus of this Gospel is Christ – God’s Son – the one from the line of David promised to come and 
reign as King. 

V 4 – Not only is Christ the promised king from David’s line – He is the resurrected Lord of Heaven and Earth. 
He has – through His resurrection – opened the door to God’s future age of salvation.  

Nothing less than the end of history has been revealed and accomplished through Christ’s resurrection.  

What do I mean by that? The resurrection of Jesus shows us what it will be like when the history of the world 
will end. Death defeated. The curse of sin broken. New creation is borne. [think movie trailer]  

V 5 – And now – the resurrected Lord pours out His grace into our lives and “sends us” out to the far ends of 
the earth so that the nations might come to faith and grow in obedience to Christ.  

V 6 – We too – like those hearing this letter for the first time – are now part of this people, we belong to the 
risen King Jesus, and we are invited to share in this task of being sent to the nations with this good news.  

This is – in a nutshell – our story. Let me highlight a few things here: 

The only way to truly understand the good news of what God has accomplished through His Son – Jesus Christ 
– is to understand that good news within the context of the biblical story.  

The biblical story begins with the creation of the world. The biblical story ends with new creation – the world 
restored, heaven and earth one, all of life renewed.  

We live in the middle of the story.  

And the Gospel is the decisive turning point in the story.  

Jesus’ death and resurrection are the turning points – the old world (dominated by sin, the curse, demonic 
powers, death, and evil) is defeated at the cross. The new world cleansed of sin and evil begins in the 
resurrection of Jesus. In Christ – we see what is coming for the rest of the world.  

It’s important for us to take hold of the “logic” of this story – as Lesslie Newbigin put it.  

The story begins with the creation of the world – God creating humanity to live in a good creation and to unfold 
and develop all its beauty and potential.  

After humanity plunges the creation into sin and evil – the rest of the story unfolds God’s purposes to restore 
human life and the whole of creation so it may flourish again.  

At the heart of the story is a community of people that God calls. This community of people will be the means 
God will use to bring His blessing of salvation and healing to the world. Abraham. Israel. Now – the Church – 
renewed in Christ to be the renewed people of God – sent with the good news to the ends of the earth. 



Every person is invited to share in the healing and salvation God has accomplished through Christ by becoming 
a part of this community.  

The logic – the flow – of the story is this. God’s plan to bring cosmic renewal. God working through a 
community. People are invited into this community to experience the blessings of God’s salvation and sent to 
continue God’s mission.  

The scope of this gospel is nothing less than cosmic. God intends to redeem and restore all of life and the whole 
of creation.  

Why am I making so much of all this? So what? 

For generations – two powerful pressures have been bearing down on the church and impacting our vision for 
the gospel and our mission in the world.  

The first is individualism. This has led us to reduce the scope of the Gospel to a message about individual 
salvation – and often – how individuals get to go to heaven after they die.  

We have this massive story – about God’s plan to restore the whole cosmos. And we have tended to reduce it to 
a message about how an individual can be saved. As if – this whole story is about us and our salvation.  

It’s not! It’s about God and all that He has accomplished through Christ. (yes – the fruit of what Christ has done 
is that people can experience God’s salvation. But that is not the heart of the Gospel). We need to know our 
story. 

The second pressure is secularism. The secular winds of our culture have been blowing for generations – trying 
to convince us that our faith is a private matter. Something we keep to ourselves. A matter of personal opinion 
or preference. You do you. It has no place in public life or in our broader culture.  

And so – we are left – at times – with a “personal Jesus” who we keep tucked away in our private lives. Which 
is far from the biblical vision for the Gospel and what God has done through Christ.  

Can you begin to see – that if this Gospel is about what God has accomplished and revealed through Jesus 
Christ – to restore life. To show us where history is headed – and accomplish the victory of God over sin, evil, 
and death.  

This changes everything. We have in the Gospel the most powerful vision for what God is doing in the world – 
and God’s purpose for His church. It continually astonishes me that God chooses to use people like us to carry 
out those purposes. Amazing. Simply amazing. The Gospel is truly the power of God for salvation.  

We need restored confidence to say with Paul – “I am not ashamed of this gospel!” Christ is King. New creation 
has come. Sin and evil have been defeated and Christ is the risen, victorious Lord of Heaven and Earth. This 
truly is God’s good news.  

2.​ We need to see God’s purposes (v 16-17) 

Paul is sent – we are sent – with THIS gospel SO THAT God might bring about the “obedience of faith among 
all the nations” (v 5). That was God’s purposes all along – starting all the way back with Abraham.  

God formed a people SO THAT THROUGH God’s people – God’s blessings of salvation and healing would 
come to all nations. All people. This promise to Abraham is what drives the whole BS forward – and the 
questions that come up again and again – HOW is God going to keep this promise? HOW will God be faithful 
to His covenant to Abraham and bring His blessings to the nations?  



This is part of what Paul is after in V 17 – when he says that in the Gospel – the “righteousness of God” has 
been revealed.  

When Paul is writing this letter – the question of God’s righteousness/justice was a hot topic:  

●​ Would God be righteous/just – and keep His covenant promises to His people? 
●​ How can God’s blessings flow to the nations when God’s people have been unfaithful to carry out their 

mission to be a light to the nations?  
●​ How will God uphold and renew His creation when sin and evil are so rampant? Especially in the face 

of strong, powerful pagan empires like Rome?  

These were some of the pressing questions that the book of Romans is going to grapple with – especially in 
these opening chapters.  

Here’s the thing – these questions mattered. A lot.  

The covenant God had established with His people was HOW God was going to deal with the problem facing 
the whole world – the problem of sin and evil – which had twisted and distorted everything God had made.  

God established His covenant with His people so that God could rescue the whole creation from evil, 
corruption, suffering, death.  

The Gospel is God revealing the answers to these questions: 

Through CHRIST – God has acted. The power of God to heal and restore all things has been unleashed into the 
world. So that the blessings of God’s future may be brought forward into the present world. So that we might 
get a taste – a glimpse of God’s purposes for the world.  

Jesus has ushered in that future power – that future life – that future victory.  

So that – even now – in this time – all the principalities/powers; including all the earthly rulers; and all the 
powers of darkness and sin and death – have all been defeated and put on notice.  

Their days are numbered. They will all one day bow the knee to King Jesus. He has won the ultimate victory.  

When we have eyes to see it – the eyes of faith – this power is at work in our world to heal and to restore life. 

●​ We see it in changed lives.  
●​ We see it in selfless acts of love.  
●​ We see it as God’s church around the world is growing.  

**[Nepal story of gospel growth and change] 

It’s all around us – if we have eyes to see it. God is on the move. Healing. Restoring. Renewing hope. Bringing 
life. Mending what is broken.  

The invitation is to trust – to have faith – that God is in fact faithful to His purposes and that God will bring 
about the final and complete restoration and healing of life in God’s time.  

3.​ We need to trust the one at the centre of the story 

Which leads us to the final compass point I want to highlight this morning – our need to trust in the ONE who is 
at the centre of the story.  

Remember – this Gospel is about what God has done IN and THROUGH Jesus Christ.  

The King in David’s line. Who has ushered His kingdom into this world.  



The Resurrected Lord of Heaven and Earth.  

The One who has revealed and accomplished the final end of history – where everything is headed. Full and 
final restoration and healing. Life on the other side of death. All things made new – under the gracious and 
loving reign of our Risen and Returning King.  

Paul’s Gospel is basically Christology. It’s all about Christ. What God – in Christ – has accomplished. At every 
point – Christ is at the centre.  

In Christ alone our hope is found. He is King of Kings. And Lord of Lords.  

It is His life, death, and resurrection that reveal that God is faithful to His covenant.  

Jesus fulfilled the purposes God had for His people – He was the light to the nations. He was the One through 
whom God’s blessings would flow to the nations. He was the Righteous and Just One who fulfilled all of the 
demands of God’s law.  

-He was the One who bore our sin on the cross. 

-He was the One who took the weight of the world’s suffering and evil on His shoulders.  

-He was the One who was raised to life again – opening the door to God’s future.  

When the Gospel renews our vision and our faith – we become a very Christ-centred people.  

And – it must be the Christ clothed in Scripture.  

Not the “personal Jesus” we keep in a private, sealed-off corner of our lives.  

But the Resurrected LORD of Heaven and Earth. The King who has taken David’s throne and one day is soon 
to return to make all things right and new.  

-May HE – stir and renew our hearts in fresh ways.  

-May HE renew our energy and passion for the mission God has given us. 

-May HE be pleased to use people like you and me to bring many more into the community of God’s people – 
to experience the love, the grace, the healing, and the hope that He has brought into the world through His life, 
His death, and Resurrection.  

To HIM be all praise, honour and glory – both now and forevermore. 

Let’s pray.  


