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Friends in Christ,

For those who like a little mystery, Melchizedek is your man. Abraham encountered
Melchizedek in Genesis 14 and we are left with question about who he is and where he
came from and his connection in God’s plan. His name in history stood alone for centuries
until Psalm 110 showed a growing link between Melchizedek and the coming Messiah in
God’s masterpiece of history. Then in Hebrews 7 the two Melchizedek stories of Genesis
14 and Psalm 110 come together. As our sermon title indicates, there’s something about
kingship and priesthood that ties Jesus and Melchizedek together. Hebrews teaches us
that Jesus resembles Melchizedek as King and as our eternal Priest.

Do you need a king and priest in your life? Well, if Christmas hadn’t happened, if
Jesus hadn’t come, you’d know the difference and realize why the best gift we could ever
receive was that of Jesus.

1. Jesus a King like & better than Melchizedek

So Jesus, first of all, resembles Melchizedek as king and he supersedes him! Our
reading in Hebrews 7:1 begins,
Heb 7:1 This Melchizedek was king of Salem...

That “this” refers back to the previous verse at the end of chapter 6, but they both
recall the story of Melchizedek in Genesis 14. Abraham has just successfully battled
several kings in northern Canaan. He returns with the plunder, the spoils of war—the
stuff (and people) he and his soldiers dragged home. Upon his return, Abraham is met
by two kings. Genesis says,

Gen 1417 After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with

him, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh.... '8 Then

Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most

High, 9 and he blessed Abram...

Two verses later, we read about the king of Sodom making a strange demand of
Abram. We don’t know all the details surrounding this event but it appears that the king
of Sodom sees Abram'’s victory as his own victory. Abraham had done all the work to
rescue his nephew Lot and his family. Abram and his army alone defeated all the
enemies. But we read,

Gen 14:21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people and keep the

goods for yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my

hand to the Lord... and have taken an oath 23 that | will accept nothing belonging
to you... so that you will never be able to say, | made Abram rich.’
That might seem a little unclear, but Abraham simply says what amounts to something
like this to the king of Sodom: “You know what? | went into battle to rescue Lot and his
family. | don’t care about the plunder. You can have it all because my God will take care
of me. | don’t ever want you to think that you—or your idols—have somehow contributed
to my blessings in this land. My God has done it all.”



In sharp contrast to the king of Sodom, we read about Melchizedek. Back in v.18,
we read, “Then the king of Salem brought out bread and wine.” We can notice that the
king of Sodom is not named and not mentioned as having done anything for Abraham.
He only selfishly demanded part of the bounty. Melchizedek, however, comes to bring
homage to Abraham and he brings “bread and wine” which implies a complete banquet.
These are gifts of fellowship and celebration. He comes to bless Abraham and celebrate
him rather than to demand anything.

Now, to add a little more light to this Melchizedek figure, we learn that he’s the
king of Salem, which is later called Jeru-Salem (Jerusalem), the place of God’s dwelling
among his people on earth and the throne of David. And Salem is related to the word
shalom, meaning peace. In addition, Melchizedek comes from two Hebrew words:
melek, meaning king and zedek, meaning righteousness. Therefore, Hebrews 7:2
reports,

Heb 7:2 Fjrst, his name means “king of righteousness”; then also, “king of Salem”

means “king of peace.”

This means Melchizedek is a king who promotes righteousness in his kingdom and
looks to create a world of peace.

And those two characteristics of peace and righteousness are clearly Messianic.
These are descriptions of Jesus that we find in the well-known Christmas prophecy of
Isaiah 9:6 where the coming Christ-child is described.

lsa9:6  For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given,

and the government will be on his shoulders. (Those are kingly words)
And he will be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Isa9:7 Of the increase of his government and peace

there will be no end.

He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.

We know that this prophesy points to Jesus, a King like Melchizedek but superior
to him in bringing true righteousness and peace between God and mankind. As Romans
5:1 tells us,
Rom 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
To be justified is to be declared righteous. To be righteous is to be at peace with God.
That righteousness and peace is ours through Christ.

Like Melchizedek who came to bless Abraham rather than to demand anything,
so is Jesus. You may remember that when Israel asked for a king, Samuel warned them
that human kings would make demands; even good kings would require taxes and drag
young men into war with them. But Israel chose a king anyway and rejected the Lord
God as their king.



Now listen. When Jesus comes as a king like Melchizedek, he makes no
demands on people but comes to bless us. He gives up the glories of heaven to come to
earth, he takes upon himself our sin and shame and he defeats sin and hell for us. He
asks nothing in return. He is a king of righteousness and peace who blesses his people
with good gifts. This morning, we’ll also receive bread and wine from this our king, a sign
of all the gifts he freely gives to us. The Lord gives us this picture of Melchizedek and
Jesus to help us see how blessed we are to have Jesus as our king who imparts
righteousness and peace. He gave his life to give us those gifts.

We’re coming up to a new year. Who will you seek for direction in your life? Do
you want to rule your own life? Do you want other tyrants to rule over your heart? We
are much better off with Jesus, giving us his righteousness so that we can live in peace,
regardless of what’s going on around us.

That leads us to consider how Jesus also a priest like Melchizedek.
2. Jesus A Priest like & greater than Melchizedek

A fairly unique characteristic of Melchizedek is that he is both a king and a priest.
Finding people who are both a king and a priest is not unheard of elsewhere in the Bible
but it is rare. However, what is noteworthy—according to Hebrews 7:1—is that

Heb 7:1 This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High.

This indicates that Melchizedek—among all the pagan worshipers of his day—
worshiped God Most High, the creator of heaven and earth. The Bible doesn't tell us, but
somehow Melchizedek could trace his spiritual ancestry back to Paradise, to the God
who created Adam and Eve. He traced it back to the time when mankind knew only the
one true God and was not corrupted by idolatry. In Genesis 14:19 Melchizedek blesses
Abram in the name of God Most High. Then in v.22, we read this:

Gen 14:22 Byt Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand to the Lord,

God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, ...

So both Melchizedek and Abraham serve the same God—the Lord, God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth.

Melchizedek is a priest of Abraham’s God and our God. And a priest is a man
who stands between us and God. The priest ensures that sin is paid for before anyone
enters the presence of God. And this is something Jesus completely fulfills for us.

Melchizedek is pictured as having no human ancestry in the priestly line and, in
that way, Jesus is like him. Hebrews 7:16 says that Jesus is

Heb 7:16 one who has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his

ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life.
Do you hear that? Jesus is not a priest based on his lineage in the priestly tribe of Levi.
No, Jesus came from the tribe of Judah, the line of King David. Hebrews says he is a
priest on the basis of his indestructible life. Wow! Death could not hold him in the grave.
Sin did not have victory over him. Satan was defeated by Jesus. Now we have Jesus as
our perfect high priest. What better priest to stand between you and God could we ask
for? Jesus’ priesthood is superior to that of any other, even Melchizedek.



Abraham regarded Melchizedek as God’s representative (a priest). That's why he
both accepted the gift of bread and wine from Melchizedek and gave him a tenth of his
possessions. That was Abraham’s gift of thanksgiving to God Most High in recognition that
God alone saved and provided for him.

Jesus in that sense is a priest like Melchizedek from whom we receive bread and
wine to remember his priestly work on our behalf—coming into our world, taking on our
flesh and dying for our sin. A great high priest of God Most High. And like Abraham
freely offered a tithe to Melchizedek, we offer our gifts—like the magi from the east—to
Jesus, our great king and priest.

But more than any human priest, Jesus’ priesthood is eternal. Every Levite priest
served for a time and died. We've been looking at various psalms during Advent and
Christmas. Here says the quote from Psalm 110 in Hebrews 7, Jesus is eternal.

Heb 717 “You are a priest forever,

in the order of Melchizedek.”
And Hebrews 7 continues, saying in vv.24-25,

Heb 7:24 hut because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 2%

Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him,

because he always lives to intercede for them.

Indeed, what a great priest Jesus is. And he is our eternal priest.

So, in conclusion, my friends, Jesus’ “once and for all” sacrifice has power and
effect for eternity. His role as king and priest in the line of Melchizedek means several
things for us:

1. First of all, our assurance of forgiveness comes through resting and
rejoicing in the finished work of our eternal high priest. Jesus makes no demands on us
like the king of Sodom made demands of Abraham. Rather, Jesus gives freely to us. He
blesses us with bread and wine, like Melchizedek. He offers us abundant grace through
his body and blood. And he does not require any payment from us. Our eternal king and
priest came to release us freely from the bondage of sin and Satan.

A Dutchman died and knocked on heaven’s gates. When he was asked why he
should be allowed into heaven, his reply was, “Because | am Dutch!” A heavenly voice
responded, “Being Dutch ain’t much!” and entrance was denied. Friends, we must never
forget that we enter heaven only because of the finished work of Jesus the Priest of God
Most High. He is not only much. He is everything we need.

Because of Jesus, let us live peacefully and joyfully. And be faithful in giving
thanks.

2. Second, because Jesus is our eternal high priest who is now in heaven for
us, we know that he lives to intercede for us from there. A priest stands between God
and the people. Jesus all the more as our eternal king and priest intercedes night and
day on our behalf and is able to supply our every need from the storehouses of his
glorious kingdom. King Jesus came to serve, to bind the broken hearted. And as priest,
he hears our prayers and proclaims freedom and liberty for us. And as we lean into his
blessings, helps us to enjoy his peace for us by the power of the Holy Spirit.



Therefore, let us be faithful in prayer.

3. Third, Jesus is worthy to receive our gifts—our life—in response. Like the
Magi coming from the east bringing gifts of gold, incense and myrrh, let us freely bless
the one who has freely blessed us with every eternal blessing. Like Abraham who gave
generously to Melchizedek, let us give generously to our eternal high priest and king. As
the Apostle Paul reminds us in Romans 12: let us “Offer our lives as living sacrifices to
God.”

In “The Hobbit”, Bilbo Baggins is told by Gandalf, “I'm looking for someone to
share in an adventure.” And | believe that’s part of the life that is ours in Christ, our
eternal king and priest. Think about it. Jesus is our eternal priest. He lives to intercede
for us. Jesus is our eternal King. No ruler is so generous and gracious. No wonder Jesus
said that whatever we ask in his name he would do as our priest and king! When our
heart is set on doing God'’s will in this world, then we can ask boldly. We can also know
that our eternal king has all the power to help us accomplish whatever he has in mind.

So life is an adventure as a Christian. It's an adventure with a sure outcome. We
serve gratefully because of all that Jesus our priest has done to reconcile us to God and
all that he continues to do on our behalf as our righteous and generous king. We serve
confidently because Jesus our Lord and king is almighty God, able to supply our every
need.

Therefore, let us be faithful in offering our lives gratefully in service to Jesus.

Congregation, may we look at Jesus our amazing priest and eternal king, giving
thanks for God’s grace to us in Jesus. May we be faithful in praying for God’s kingdom to
come and his will to be done. To that end, let us be faithful in living lives of service in the
name of Jesus our blessed and eternal priest and king. As we do, we’ll see more and
more what peace is ours in Jesus. We can dispense with chasing after getting ahead
and being number one which is like living under the tyranny of Sodom’s king who
demands much and returns nothing. Instead, we can pursue God’s kingdom in all we do
and live to serve as Jesus did. We live out of his peace and the righteousness he won
for us and gives freely so that we can truly live free from any kind of weight and
bondage.

Amen.



