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Be Strong and Work Haggai 2:1-9 
Trinity CRC, January 4, 2026 Rev. Richard deLange 
New Year’s Service  

Haggai 2:1-9  

1 on the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the LORD came through 
the prophet Haggai: 2 “Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, to 
Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people. Ask 
them, 3 ‘Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look 
to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing? 4 But now be strong, 
Zerubbabel,’ declares the LORD. ‘Be strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high 
priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares the LORD, ‘and work. For I 
am with you,’ declares the LORD Almighty. 5 ‘This is what I covenanted with you 
when you came out of Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.’ 

6 “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once more shake the 
heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 7 I will shake all nations, and what 
is desired by all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says 
the LORD Almighty. 8 ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares 
the LORD Almighty. 9 ‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory 
of the former house,’ says the LORD Almighty. ‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ 
declares the LORD Almighty.” 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

 

Beloved Congregation,  

The word of the Lord came to the people of Judah through the prophet Haggai. 
This was God's second word through Haggai in three months but this message calls 
God’s people to get moving on God's agenda.  And certainly that is also a good thing 
for us to hear at the top of a new year.  Our best resolution might be, “Lord, we will go 
forward in faith with the purposes and work you have for us to do.”  

As God calls his people to go forward, three times he says to them, “Be 
strong” and then concludes by saying “and work.”  So be strong and work.  And 
with that in mind, let us think about three things:  

First, don't idolize the good old days of the past.  
Second, look up to God alone. And  
third, he will supply what we need.  

Sounds simple enough. And it is a recipe for God's kind of success for us in 2026.  

Don't Idolize the Good Old Days 

Let's look in more detail. First, don't idolize the good old days of the 
past.  In verse 3, the Lord says to Haggai, ask the people,  
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Hag 2:3 Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it 
look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing?  

The Lord is reading the minds of the older people in the congregation. There 
would not have been very many people alive any more who could remember the 
glory of the former temple which stood in Jerusalem 66 years earlier. King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had it destroyed. Some suggest that Haggai may have 
been one of the older members himself. In any event, some of those alive for more 
than 70 years remembered the past and felt that the present temple was much 
smaller and less magnificent than the one Solomon built. In Ezra 3:12 we read,  

Ezra 3:12 But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had 
seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this 
temple being laid…   

It's not that they didn't want to rejoice in the new temple. It's just that the old one 
was so much greater.  

However, the new temple is built on the same foundation as the old one. But 
it lacked the splendour of Solomon’s temple.  And yet the Lord rebukes those who 
are crying because the old temple was somehow more glorious.  God is upset that 
these people have the wrong focus.   

The point we need to glean from this is not to look backward but forward. In 
every generation there are always people who will say, "It was better then." Some 
people seem to only remember the good things about the old days. They forget 
that the body of Christ "back then"—whenever "back then" is—had its problems 
too. God doesn't call us to live in the past. He calls us to live and minister in the 
present. Certainly, we should learn from the past. And we ought to build on the 
good. But we cannot repeat the past in the present. God's people in each 
generation and place must build the kingdom faithfully in their time and place. And 
we must build it on the same foundation of Jesus Christ that earlier generations 
have built on.  

Instead of looking back, we need to look forward. We need to see the 
possibilities for the present and future.  That’s why God says, “Be strong and 
work!”  The God of the past is unchanging.  And he is with us in the present, even 
when we face different realities than earlier generations.  In fact, we must hear him 
calling us still today to be strong and work at the things he gives us to do.   

I may have shared this story before: a minister once went to call at the home 
of a young family. The 6 year-old son answered the door and invited the pastor to 
sit down. While the pastor waited for the parents, he asked the young boy, "Son, 
what do you want to be when you grow up?"  
 The young boy immediately responded, "I want to be possible."  
 "I'm not sure I know what you mean by that," said the minister. To which the 
boy responded, "Well, just about every day my mom tells me I'm impossible! So 
when I grow up, I just want to be possible."  

Every person is filled with possibilities or potential when our beloved Saviour 
wraps his redeeming arms around us and fills us with his Spirit. All Christians are 
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God's gifted possibilities. And the body of believers in each generation is also 
uniquely gifted for God’s work in their time and place.  Certainly, as time goes on, 
the make up of church changes. Some people come. Some leave. Some die. The 
young grow up and become leaders and the old fade out of the spotlight. So, the 
church is going to change.  But God remains the same.   

It would be faithless, wouldn’t it, to think that the Holy Spirit who did good 
things at a certain time in the past couldn't do great things with our children and 
with the body of believers at a different time?  God isn't limited to working in the 
same way all the time. The foundation cannot change. But some other things can.  
So, let's not look with blind admiration on the past as if that is the model we must 
follow forever. Let us hold firmly on to Christ as the foundation and not be afraid to 
live in the present and move forward in faith as God leads us.  

Look Up to God Alone 

Secondly, then, look up to God alone.  The real place to look is not at the 
past generation or two.  Any church that has been successful or blessed by the 
Lord in the past is the one that has been doing something vitally important. There's 
one thing that we can always learn from the past. And that's also the second thing 
we see in Haggai's message from God to the people of Judah. The Lord 
commissions the leaders and the people to be strong and work. Keep moving 
ahead in faith. Keep on building despite the opposition you face from your 
enemies. And then he adds, in vv.4 & 5 

Hag 2:4b 'For I am with you,' declares the Lord Almighty. 'This is what I 
covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. 5 And my Spirit remains 
among you. Do not fear.'  

Going forward in the work God calls us to do means we have to keep 
looking up to God. He said he is with us. We should never forget that. God said the 
same thing to Joshua when he took over the leadership of Israel after the death of 
Moses: (Joshua 1:5) “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you.” And remember 
David's words to his son Solomon when the crown was passed to him. According 1 
Chronicles 28:20,  

1 Chr 28:20 David also said to Solomon his son, "Be strong and courageous, 
and do the work [of building the temple]. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for 
the LORD God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you or forsake you until 
all the work for the service of the temple of the LORD is finished.  

In other words, there is no chance for failure with God on our side. The same God 
who helped Solomon build the first temple, will help Zerubbabel and the people of 
Judah build this one. And he will also help the church today do her work of building 
the kingdom of God on the solid foundation of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

The basis for David's confidence in God when he spoke to Solomon is 
God's covenant word.  And the basis for confidence in God's word to the people 
and their leaders in Haggai's day is God's covenant. God sticks to his word. 
Whether he rescues his people from Egypt or from Babylon or from the clutches of 
sin and the ways of the world today, he calls us into a relationship of looking to him 
for leadership. We must let God call the shots. Our responsibility is to obey him. 
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That's what the covenant is all about. God will be our God and we must be his 
people who live as his people. So today too we must look to God for help in the 
battles and in the work he gives us to do.  And we have nothing to fear because he 
will be with us.  And if God us for us, who can be against us? Remember those 
good words from the Romans 8!  

In addition, God tells Judah in v.5, “And my Spirit remains among you. Do 
not fear.” I get excited when I read that. As if it wasn't enough to have God's 
covenant promise or his word that he'll be with us, he adds another tremendous 
blessing: His Spirit remains among us. Wow! I feel safe and strong, don't you?! 
What more could we possibly need to do the work God calls us to?  

We stand in a long line of Spirit empowered Christians. God poured out his 
Spirit on Moses and the 70 leaders of Israel who led the people out of Egypt and 
through the desert. It took incredible courage to stand up to Pharaoh. It took a lot of 
faith to walk alongside the walls of water across the Dead Sea. The Spirit filled 
Joshua and the people of Israel were able to take possession of the Promised 
Land. God fought for them. The Spirit filled David and he stood up to Goliath and 
many other enemies after that. The Spirit of the Lord empowered Gideon and 
Elijah and all of the prophets. The Spirit rested upon Jesus at his baptism. And the 
Spirit was poured out on the NT church and thousands came to faith in Jesus 
Christ and went out building God’s kingdom. Let us always remember as we go 
forward that God is with us. We have his covenant promise and his Spirit.  And 
therefore we have nothing to fear.  Look to God alone.   

God Will Supply What We Need 

Now the third reason we can go forward with the work God calls us to 
do is that God will supply what we need. It's almost fun to look at some of the 
OT stories to see how God gives his people what they need to do his work. And he 
often does it by causing distress for the people who do not serve him.  

That's what Haggai refers to here when he talks about earthquakes coming. 
The Lord shakes the earth. This scares the people of other nations and they give 
their treasures to Israel. Consequently, the people of Jerusalem have enough 
money to rebuild the temple. Haggai, writes one commentator, foresees the whole 
universe in such a series of convulsions that every nation will gladly part with its 
treasures. These will be brought to add beauty upon beauty to the Temple until it is 
filled with splendour. (Baldwin, TOTC # 24, p.48).  As it turned out, Persia’s King 
Cyrus sent the Jews back to Jerusalem from Babylon and he didn’t just say, “You 
can rebuild your temple.” No, he actually ordered that the Jewish workers be paid 
for their work on the temple from Babylon’s treasury! And better still, King Darius a 
little later, according to Ezra 6:8, reinforced Cyrus' decree and paid even more to 
help complete the temple.  

The point is that God does not run out of resources. Everything belongs to 
him in the first place.  As we read in Haggai 2:8,  

Hag 2:8 “The silver is mine and the gold is mine,” declares the Lord Almighty. 
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Everything in the world belongs to God and if he needs it to accomplish the work 
he calls us to do, then it will come. He will get us what we need—whether it be 
material or spiritual resources—to do the work he wants us to accomplish!  Isn't 
that great?!  

As Psalm 23 reminds us,  
Ps 23:1 The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not be in want.   

Or I shall lack nothing.  The Lord supplies us with what we needed at just the right 
time for every situation.  

We should also notice that in the conclusion of this passage, God even tells 
the people—including those crying about the less glorious temple—that the glory of 
the new temple will be greater than the glory of the former temple! The Apostle 
Paul reminds us in Ephesians 3:20 that God is able to do immeasurably more than 
all we ask or imagine!  When the God all creation, who has the resources of the 
world at his disposal, calls us to work for him then we can do so knowing that he 
has all that is necessary for us to accomplish even greater things than we 
dreamed!  He is the God of unlimited resources and power.  And he is our God, 
through Jesus Christ. And Jesus is the one who gave his life saying that his body 
was the new temple that would be destroyed and rebuilt in three days! So when we 
surrender our lives to his service, God can unleash the possibilities in us because 
of Jesus our Saviour and Lord. And the Lord Jesus can use us to do greater things 
than we ever imagined because the Holy Spirit now lives in us and calls our bodies 
his temple!  

With the Spirit on our side, we can do all that the Lord has in store for us. 
Moreover, we can know by faith that no enemy or opposition to God’s plan for us 
can thwart our work. That has been the story of many of God’s servants in the past 
It was the experience, for example, of Elisha and his servant in 2 Kings 6 when 
they thought they were doomed but God’s army stood guard and caused the 
enemy to flee.  

A modern day version of that story is told by a missionary. He lived and 
worked in a desolate place and often went for trips all alone from village to village. 
This meant he often slept unprotected under the stars. When the chief and citizens 
of one particular village grew angry and jealous of this man, they decided to track 
him and kill him as he slept. On the night they came to kill him, they turned back in 
fear. Years later when the chief gave his life to Christ, he told that missionary about 
their foiled plan to kill him. And he said that when they got close to the missionary 
they backed away because 26 armed men stood around him. The missionary 
protested, “But I was alone.”  

Some time later that missionary returned home on furlough and spoke at a 
men's meeting where he told this story. One of the men inquired about the exact 
date of that event. Then he realized something amazing. On the very day that the 
missionary was being hunted by these men, this man at the home church had a 
sudden urge from the Holy Spirit to pray for the missionary. And the urge was so 
strong that he called together a whole group of men. He remembered that there 
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had been exactly 26 of them praying for the missionary on that night when he was 
about to be killed. Such is the power of the Spirit of God today too.  

What does 2026 hold for you? What obstacles lie before you accomplishing 
God’s plan or purposes for your life? What opportunities is he presenting to you? 
What gifts do you have that you can use? Think about that. Pray about it. And 
move forward in faith and confidence. Likewise, think about that for our mission 
and work as Trinity Church. I’m convinced the Lord has good work for us to do in 
2026. I see new doors and opportunities opening for us—some through the 
additional help we’ll have and opportunity we are able to give for Ken and Gavin to 
work with us this year. Some through our ongoing and growing ministries. Some 
through our partnership with Centrepointe-Ponto Church. And there’s always more. 
So let’s pray and give and work together in our generation.  

Yes, we need to go forward into 2026 doing the work of God in confidence. 
This generation like those before us must take up the call to be strong and work in 
our time and place.  We can because God is our strength and will supply all our 
needs.  As we go with him building on the sure foundation of Jesus, and as we go 
in his power, by prayer and with his Spirit, let us also surrender everything—our 
time, talents and treasures—to his service.  Let us be strong in him and joyfully and 
confidently do the work he gives us to do.  As we do, we can be sure that he will 
bestow his blessing upon us—working out his purposes in and through us—just as 
he did in the past.  

Thanks be to God.  
 


