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2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. * Let
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to
all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 8 But when you ask, you must
believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown
and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the
Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.

% Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 19 But the
rich should take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower.
1 For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its
beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about
their business.

12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that
person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Beloved in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Why, on the one hand, does Scripture teach that God will watch over our lives
and keep us from all harm (Ps 121) and, on the other hand, that we will face trials, as
we read here in James 17 In fact, Jesus said, "In this world you will have trouble."
(Jn.16:33). Not "you can" or "you might" have troubles, but "you will." Peter also
reminds his friends who received his letter, "do not be surprised at the painful trial you
are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you." (1 Peter 4:12).
Quite frankly, though, we do feel that something strange is happening to us when we
undergo trials because we know God could protect us from them.

Pastor Tomas showed us wonderfully last Sunday that James, the brother of
Jesus, wrote this letter to struggling Christians facing persecution in the early days of
the NT church. The world around them did not approve of their new religion. It upset
the status quo and therefore people pushed back against Christianity. Through it all,
however, God was at work. So, we ought to know that the Lord has his purposes in
trials, like persecution. He has good purposes in our lives too when we are called to go
through difficult times.

God has his reasons, which we’ll get to. But before we dig into the passage, we
must understand that the words for trials or tests are one and the same. But so is the
word for temptations. They are exactly the same in the Greek language as seen in



James 1. In vv.2-12 James emphasizes that trials or tests come from outside of you,
and in vv.13-18 he deals with temptations that come from within you. This morning, we
are dealing with external trials—things that come your way from outside of you, tests
that are not directly of your own making.

God’s Reason for Trials

James assures us that God has a good reason or purpose for making us
undergo trials. Suppose | ask you to go on a trip with me and | warn you that it will be
very difficult and expensive, that, in fact, it will be torture. And if | told you, "When the
trip is over, we won't have accomplished anything," what would you think? | suspect
you would jump at the opportunity, right? You’d celebrate and say, “Yes, sign me up
for that!” Actually, | think we’d all say, “No thanks!” So what's God trying to do for us by
allowing trials to come our way? Where does he want us to get to?

If we hear James correctly, the purpose of trials is to make you and me grow in
our faith. That's why we can consider it pure joy! Trials, drive us closer to God. That's
reason for rejoicing. Trials ought to make us reach out to God.

James does not say these words lightly. He is writing to Jewish Christians who
have lost house and home—everything but the clothes on their back as they fled from
Jerusalem. The Jewish leadership and the Roman government forced them out
because these Christians loved Jesus and confessed Him to be the Messiah.
Consequently, they scattered all over the Roman empire, far from the fold, like sheep
without a shepherd. That's why James writes to them.

He is still living in Jerusalem. And he is the leader of the church in Jerusalem.
But he is not an out of touch pastor. James too must have suffered for the sake of
Christ. If the common Christians had to flee Jerusalem or face persecution, how much
more the leaders? It seems impossible that James could be sitting in comfort in
Jerusalem while the people he pastored were running for their lives. He too must have
been enduring trials, perhaps living in hiding, perhaps underground. Because his
parishioners have fled for their lives, he feels compelled to encourage these brothers
and sisters in their faith. In the face of persecution, such young Christians may have
begun questioning their conversion and becoming impatient in the face of the suffering
God was allowing them to endure.

So, James tells his dear friends, and you and |, to count suffering as joy. There's
a good reason for it. Would a doctor subject you to open-heart surgery if he was sure it
wouldn't benefit you? Of course not. This is a major surgery, but short-term pain is
worth the long-term gain. Likewise when God, the great physician, cuts into our lives
you can be sure it is for long-term gain. It's necessary.

When Joseph's brothers sold him as a slave, did Joseph like it? Did he know
that many years later God would bring some long-term gain from this great trial?
Absolutely not! By the grace of God, though, years later Joseph confessed to his



brothers, "God meant it for good," Not only did God plan to put Joseph in Egypt to
spare the Israelites during a later famine, but Joseph's faith in God grew during all the
trials he experienced. Being in Egypt was a real trial or test for Joseph. And no doubt
his brothers and father were amazed at God's plan when they all surrounded Joseph in

Egypt.

Boys and girls, at school your teacher will give you tests from time to time.
That's because the teacher wants to know if you have learned anything. When you
know you have a test coming, you study hard so that you will pass. Passing means
you have grown in knowledge, you have matured. Tests force us to learn even if we
don't really want to!

Well, that's what God does with us too. He sometimes forces his people to learn
by sending trials our way, even though we may not really want to grow in our faith.
Trials serve to drive us to find out more about God so that our faith matures.

James tells us, "You KNOW that the testing of your faith develops perseverance
and perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything." You can know in your head that God never forsakes his people. You
learned that in catechism and you hear it in sermons, so you know it. But after you've
been though a trial, you know it by experience too. You have felt God's nearness in
trials. Difficult experiences—trials or tests—force you to your knees and to the Word of
God and then your faith matures. True faith in God enables you to press on or
persevere in the face of trials so that you can say, "As long as | have God, | lack
nothing."

Are you able to say that? In every trial you experience, can you simply say, "I
count it all joy because | trust that God is in control"? When your world is falling apart,
can you say, "l lack nothing"? No, says James, you can't. Not without the Lord. You
must get help from God even for this. That's our second point. God alone gives
strength to his people in trials.

God'’s Strength in Our Trials

James writes, "IF any of you lack wisdom, he should ask God...." That "if"
assumes what he is saying is the case. So, he is really saying "if any of you lacks
wisdom—and we all do!l—then you should ask God." Anyone who thinks they can
figure life out without looking to God is foolish. The wise person looks to God for help
in the face of calamity or trials, looks to God for understanding and strength. We are
assured "if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to him."

When you have chest pain every day, you should know that you might be
needing heart surgery. But you don't lay down on your bed with a knife and try to fix
yourself up. You go to a cardiologist—a heart surgeon. In the trials of life, too then, we



need to go to our Doctor, who is God. Only he can give us what we need. He promises
here in James 1 to give us wisdom to get through the storms of life.

Again, you can have the knowledge that God controls everything, but wisdom
helps you apply and move forward with that knowledge. | can be in a leaky rowboat in
the middle of the lake slowly sinking. And | can know that eventually the boat will go
down, but unless | act on that knowledge | am foolish. | may have all the right
knowledge, but if | don't know how to use it, it doesn't help me any. Knowledge without
wisdom is not much good. Wisdom is the ability to apply correctly what you know.

Take Job as an example of wisdom in trials. He never got to know why God
allowed all his children to die, his wife to turn against him, and his possessions and his
health to be taken away. We have the advantage of seeing the whole story as we read
the book. Job, though, never knew about the discussion between God and Satan.
During his trials, Job asked a lot of hard faith questions. He had the knowledge that
God watches over the life of his people, but without wisdom from God that comes by
faith Job would have gone the way of his wife. He would have become cynical and
bitter. God gave Job wisdom that enabled him to confess, "Though God slay me, yet
will | serve him." That's the wisdom God offers to his people in the face of hardship.
When Pastor Victor Ko’s wife died last month, you could tell that he had this wisdom
from God. In the email he sent to tell us as colleagues that she had passed to Glory,
he quoted Job, saying, “The gives and the Lord takes away. Blessed be the name of
the Lord.” Wisdom allows us to rest in the plan of God and his good purposes being
accomplished through our lives, even if we don’t understand it all.

If you lack the wisdom to live by faith during trials, you must ask for it. The sure
way to endure trials is to go to God in prayer. He is the only one who can help you. He
may not give you exactly what you want, but don't forget, in this passage the writer
says, he will give wisdom if you ask for it in faith. Wisdom allows us to trust the
goodness of God and his providential and sovereign plan for us. The early church
didn’t always see what God was up to but because of the persecution, the church
spread out over the world and the gospel went with it. Lives were changed all over and
the Lord grew the church through this trial.

Likewise, the apostle Paul asked the Lord three times to remove his thorn in the
flesh. It was a trial or test. But God said no. Did God leave Paul to suffer without
anything? No. God provided grace and Paul received the wisdom from God that
allowed him to rest in God's grace without pushing for his own desires any longer. Paul
underwent many trials in his life for the sake of Jesus Christ. There is no Christian in
the Bible who suffered more than Paul, and yet, we can't find a more joy filled letter in
the NT than the book of Philippians, written by Paul while in prison, suffering again for
his faith.

Pastor James in Jerusalem, like Paul, knows what trials are all about. He knows
that God may give us relief from our trials in this life when we ask in faith, or he may
not. However, he will certainly help us though. That’s what’s included in his promises



to give us wisdom. He will help us to endure the trials so that we may mature in our
faith and grow to trust him continually. God may call us to persevere for a time before
giving us relief. That lead us to our final point.

God’s Promise in Our Trials

James wants us to learn that we can endure trials in this life by holding fast to
God’s promises. In v.12, God promises a crown of life to all those who persevere. The
vv.9-11 reaffirm that suffering will touch everyone in some way. It does not bypass the
rich. Look at Job. And it does not only hit the poor.

In v.9 James tells his Christian friends that whoever suffers the trial of poverty,
or humble circumstances as the NIV says, ought to take pride in their high position.
That high position is the title "Christian" or follower of Christ. It is always an honor to be
called by the name of Christ, regardless of what the world may do to you or say about
your faith.

Many of the believers to whom James writes left their comfortable homes and
livelihood in Jerusalem for the sake of following Christ. They were forced to take jobs
in other parts of the world, working for wealthy landowners who often exploited them.
James tells them that they are blessed because they have all the riches of knowing
Jesus Christ. Yet, though they have been humbled in this world for the sake of Christ,
they will be exalted, raised up and honored along with Christ in the life to come.
(cf.2:5).

In the kingdom of God, Christians who suffer for the sake of the gospel will be
honored royally. It was Jesus himself in the last of the Beatitudes in Matthew 5 who
said, "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds
of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward
in heaven." (5:11-12).

While James, in v.9, encourages those who have lost everything for the sake of
Christ, in v.10 he speaks about the wealthy oppressors—perhaps both the exploiting
employers and the rich leaders in Jerusalem who drove the Christians away. These
people think they have it all, but unless they humble themselves before God and
realize that they are answerable to him, they will be humbled by God himself—burned
up like plants that withers in the heat of the sun. They will drop and disappear like
petals or blossoms from a flower. The only hope for all people—rich or poor—is to bow
before God.

For all who are humbled, for all who suffer persecution and undergo trials for the
sake of Christ, there awaits a glory that surpasses the best things this world has to
offer. James gives the conclusion of trials in v.12 in his own Beatitude: "Blessed is they
who perseveres under trial, because when they have stood the test, they will receive
the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him."



In conclusion, then, James' final words are a reminder to all of us, first of all, that
we should not be living for glory in this world. Our glory comes later. Focus on living for
Jesus today, regardless of what the world thinks about, says or does to us.

Secondly, though, there is encouragement for us that when we do suffer, God
will give wisdom to know that our suffering is for God's glory and the furthering of his
kingdom. For example, some people think that giving to the work of the Lord is a
hardship. You’re giving away money you can’t spend on your own needs. But God has
given wisdom to see the long term value of the short term financial sacrifice. We can
count it all joy to give a donation because we know that this is planting seeds that have
eternal value which God will most certainly bless.

And finally, third point of application is also needed. Life in Canada is pretty
good. Thank God, we are not chased from our homes for the sake of Christ. Or hunted
like animals and stoned or burned at the stake. Instead, we presently have abundant
freedoms and opportunities. We have access to education, we have freedom to
worship as often as we can, and we can pray.

In a time when we do not suffer so overtly as the early church, it is easy to
become slack in praying or seeking to walk closely with the Lord Jesus. Perhaps, even
more in the time of peace than in a time of persecution, we need to pray for wisdom. In
the time of spiritual hardship people must take a firm stand for Christ. When life coasts
along with little real threat of persecution, people can call themselves Christians
without really meaning it or without really desiring to live completely for Christ.

The wise thing to do in this time of peace, freedom and prosperity is to pray
fervently that God will give us wisdom to stand strong in our faith and persevere in the
face of minimal or perhaps subliminal opposition. That he’ll helps us to see the
opposition that exists and the opportunities we have to live intentionally for his glory.

We need to persevere in our faith, continuing to hold on to Jesus Christ and his
word in the certainty that we will gain the crown of life when Christ returns. He suffered
for us to give that crown in the first place. That’'s why we live for him. Then let us also
pray for those Christians who are not standing strong in their faith, or for those who
have fallen away from the fold through indifference. Let us pray that they may become
strong too. Let us pray for those in our community who do not know our Lord Jesus
Christ. May they too, along with all of us, persevere and mature in our faith, find
wisdom from God, and receive the crown of life.



