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Risen to Help Us Romans 5:1-11; Matthew 28:1-10 (v.6) 
Trinity CRC, April 5, 2026 Rev. Richard deLange 
Easter Sunday  

Dear family of God,  

We live in a throw-away society. We don’t see much value in broken stuff or 
things that are no longer useful to us. So, we chuck them and buy something new. 
Sadly, our society increasingly treats people and relationships that way too. When 
you don’t like someone anymore, you look for ways to push them out of your life. 
That results in things like divorce and other broken relationships. In some cases, it 
leads to abortion and euthanasia or other forms of sanctioned murder. We get rid 
of what doesn’t work for us.  

But as we reflect on Easter we can see that God doesn’t act that way toward 
people. He’s more into repairing and restoring than into rejecting and discarding. 
That’s because in God’s books everyone of his children is valuable, no matter what 
our condition or age, no matter what our strength or weakness, our success or 
failures. In God’s eyes, a bump, a bruise, a broken heart or a broken home can all 
be redeemed in some miraculous way. The thorns we bear throughout our years 
can, by God’s grace, play a redemptive role in his plan for our lives. So, on this 
Easter morning let’s think about how God restores our broken lives or how he 
transforms crowns of thorns into crowns of glory.  

Looking at Jesus  

For starters, just look at what God did with the apparently broken life of 
Jesus! Jesus was born as a homeless child in a stable. How much lower can you 
get than that? How much less significant? How much weaker?  

In his ministry years, the religious establishment considered our Lord a thorn 
in their side; they despised him and sought to get rid of him. They hated his 
message and scorned him as a nobody—a poor carpenter’s son, a friend of 
sinners, a blasphemer and a Galilean. Everyone—in Jerusalem at least—knew that 
nothing good comes from Galilee! To the Jewish establishment, Galileans were 
weak. So they mocked them. They really did think the Galileans were from the 
wrong side of the tracks and were inferior.  

When that mob of religious rulers get Jesus condemned to die, they joined 
the Roman soldiers in mocking Jesus when they put a crown of thorns on his head. 
“He saved others, but he can’t save himself,” they jeered. The weakness of Jesus is 
shown as well when he hung on the cross. There was no greater sign of weakness 
and rejection and alienation in the Roman world of that day than to be hung on a 
cross! Jesus was despised and rejected by mankind. He died like a criminal, strung 
up between criminals. He humbled himself, took on our weakness and shame, bore 
the thorns of suffering and sin. There’s no glory in that.  
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No, Jesus bore the thorns for us because he was not content to toss us into 
the landfill of humanity. He became weak, so that we through his weakness might be 
redeemed. Paul summarizes it beautifully in 2 Corinthians 8:  

2 Cor 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty 
might become rich.  

He took on a crown of thorns—representing our sin—in order to give us a crown of 
glory—eternal life with God.  

Jesus shows us that the value of life, regardless of our background or 
brokenness, is found in connection to him. He redeems us and restores our broken 
lives to bring glory and honour to God.  

Comfortable with our Weakness  

Now coming more specifically to the resurrection of Jesus, we see secondly 
that Jesus is comfortable with our weakness and we should be too. Weaknesses, 
you see, play a redemptive role in our lives when we put our faith in the risen Christ.  

We see this over and over in Jesus’ ministry. Then again immediately after 
his resurrection we see it when God uses women as the first eyewitnesses to the 
resurrection. They visit the tomb first and are the first to be greeted by the angel at 
the tomb, the first to look inside and the first to see Jesus alive again.  

But we notice their weakness almost right away. Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary go to the tomb on the Sunday morning, Matthew tells us in v.1, “to look at 
the tomb.” It’s a pathetic picture. We know from the other gospels that they are 
concerned about their weakness: “Who will roll the stone away from the tomb?” 
(Mark16:3). But as Matthew tells it, they know they’ll only be able to look at the tomb. 
They are too weak to do anything else. They can’t move that huge stone.  

Their weakness is also apparent in their legal standing. If two men testified 
that Jesus was alive, they would be considered valid witnesses in a legal case. But 
if Mary Magdalene and that other Mary were the only two witnesses to Jesus’ 
resurrection, there would be no legal reason to believe them. But that doesn’t 
matter to Jesus. He’s comfortable with their weakness. He does not run to the 
palaces of the Romans to present himself risen and alive. He reveals himself to the 
women who love him and are grieving what they think is his departure from them 
forever. He affirms those women by predestining them to be the first witnesses of 
his resurrection. And in doing so, he affirms those who are weaker as valuable and 
treasured in his kingdom. He had done that all throughout his ministry and he does 
it again after his resurrection.  

Friends, no matter how weak or broken we feel, no matter how small or 
insignificant or even worthless our society may view us, we can know that Jesus is 
comfortable with us in our weakness. He comes to the least of us and does not 
seek those who are strongest in and of themselves. He reveals himself to the 
weakest and he uses the weakest to shame the strongest, the poorest to shame 
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the richest and the least to shame those considered greatest by our standards of 
worth.  

Some years ago a church in Atlanta wanted to honour one of its former 
pastors who had been retired many years. He was 92 at that time and some 
wondered why the church even bothered to ask the old gentleman to speak. In any 
event, after a warm welcome, he rose from his chair and walked slowly, with great 
effort and a sliding gate to the podium. He placed both hands on the pulpit to 
steady himself and then quietly and slowly began to speak:  

When I was asked to come here today and talk to you, your pastor asked 
me to tell you what was the greatest lesson ever learned in my 50 years of 
preaching. I thought about it for a few days and boiled it down to just one 
thing that made the most difference in my life and sustained me through all 
my trials and weakness. The one thing that I could always rely on when 
tears and heartbreak and pain and fear and sorrow paralyzed me, the only 
thing that would comfort was the powerful words of a simple song: “Jesus 
loves me this I know. For the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong, we 
are weak but he is strong.... Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me... 
The Bible tells me so."  

When he finished, the church was quiet. You actually could hear his foot steps as 
he shuffled back to his chair. Jesus uses the weakest among us. In fact, as the 
song makes clear: we are all weak and need to recognize that Jesus is our 
strength! By God’s grace hearts and lives are touched and changed and all of us 
need that grace equally in our lives, healthy or sick, a leader or someone in the 
background. It is by the same grace of God alone that each person can be saved, 
whether we are an infant or strong man or woman, or a frail elderly person. We all 
need God’s grace which is only attained for us because Jesus rose victorious from 
the dead.  

We celebrate the resurrection of Jesus today—and every day—because 
Jesus took on our weakness and died to redeem weak people. Because he arose 
from the dead, we are more than conquerors through him. Our value is found in 
him. We don’t have to impress anyone. We can simply surrender our lives to him—
weak as we are—and he can use us as we are. We don’t have to be eloquent or 
strong, smart or a fashion model. We must simply love him. And our resurrected 
Lord will make our weakness work for his glory.  

Hopefulness in our Weakness  

And that’s why thirdly on this Easter morning, we need to know that Jesus’ 
resurrection makes us hopeful even when we are weak.  

If this is your first time hearing the Easter message or your 100th, you need 
to know first and foremost that Jesus’ resurrection assures us that he has defeated 
sin and death. All who put their faith in him are saved from our sin. We have 
“peace with God,” according to Paul in Romans 5.  

Rom 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained 
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access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the 
hope of the glory of God. 

Peace with God means that we are saved eternally. We can’t be lost. Our salvation 
is based on Jesus’ finished work. When he conquered sin and hell, rising victorious 
from the grave on Easter morning, he gave eternal victory and security to all who 
believe in him, no matter how weak or strong we are. The victory of Jesus brings 
glory to God and hope to us. His resurrection assures us that we and our departed 
loved ones who belong to him are going to be restored. We’ll receive renewed, 
perfected bodies that we will use to honour God for all eternity. Jesus’ resurrection 
guarantees that even though we die, we’ll rise with him at the end of time and live 
in peace with God forever! Our thorns of weakness will be replaced with a crown of 
glory.  

That peace with God, says Paul, that peace which comes from being certain 
of our salvation also gives us certainty of God’s love for us right now. And that 
gives us hope as we live. No matter what we feel like, no matter what we’re going 
through, no matter how low the valley, no matter how fierce the storm, no matter 
how high the mountain we must cross, no matter how fierce the battle we must 
wage, God is with us and is doing something good. And that gives us hope. Our 
reading from Romans 5 tells us,  

Rom 5:2b And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we 
also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.  

Back when I was a boy (1968), Rev. John Claypool’s 8 year old daughter, 
Laura, was diagnosed with leukemia. She lived 18 months and 9 days from the 
time of diagnosis. During those months Claypool preached 3 sermons about his 
experiences. The one preached after his daughter’s relapse, 9 months into the 
battle, was from Isaiah 40, the passage about youths growing tired and weary and 
soaring on wings like eagles. It illustrated his confidence—his hope—that God was 
working and supplying his family with grace through the darkest chapter of their 
lives because Jesus lives.  

Claypool said to the congregation, “How you make out when the bottom 
drops out [of your life] depends on the particular vision of God you take with you 
into the depths. The way you respond to deep pain is going to hinge largely on how 
you perceive God’s power to come to you in those depths.  

“God’s power may come in the form of ecstasy, through the experience of 
mounting up with wings like eagles. If we wait for the Lord, we will be able to soar, 
to rise above our normal vantage point, and see things more nearly the way God 
sees them….  

But, he said, “There has been no ecstasy in the last two weeks. How could 
there have been? Laura suffered more intensely than ever before… In that kind of 
setting—standing by a bed with a little child moaning and thinking the night would 
never end—ecstasy is not only inappropriate, it downright impossible.”  
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However, running and not growing weary “is another way in which to 
experience God’s power. Our faith can motivate us and empower us to get busy 
with a project that needs doing.” Sometimes we can go out and fix the problem by 
God’s grace and in his strength.  

But sometimes we don’t soar and sometimes we can’t even run to fix it. 
There “are times when you are far from running, when there is no room to run… 
We were doing everything we knew to do—leaving no stone unturned, no avenue 
untried—and still she lay there crying and the problem persisted…. There was 
simply no room to run and not be weary.” 

Claypool continued, “Fortunately, Isaiah describes still another form that 
God’s power can assume, namely, endurance—the strength to walk and not tire. In 
some ways, this may look like the least desirable of the three forms of divine 
strength. For who wants to be slowed down to a walk?  

John Timmer in his book, God of Weakness writes, “The hardest challenges 
in life come, not at the point of our soaring or of our running, but at the point of our 
weakness and helplessness, in times when we find it hard to keep going. And there 
are more of those times in the Christian’s life than there are times of soaring and 
running. In times when there is no occasion to soar and no place to run, the 
promise of strength to walk and not faint, minor though it may seem, becomes of 
major importance.” (God of Weakness, J. Timmer, 90-1)  

You see, congregation, this is Paul’s resurrection lesson for us too in our 
times of weakness. That’s what he meant when he said in verses 3&4,  

Rom 5:3 …we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.  

Hope is the certainty of knowing that God will be faithful to us. It’s the certainty of 
knowing that Jesus has guaranteed God’s care for us when he arose from the dead. 
As one old hymn puts it, “My hope is built on nothing less that Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness.” And another says, “Because he lives, I can face tomorrow. Because 
he lives all fear is gone.” That’s what hope does. And that’s what we are promised 
through the resurrection power of Jesus Christ.  

We have little problem believing we can’t soar without Jesus’ resurrection 
power. We also understand that we can’t even run and not grow weary without it. 
But the truth is we can’t even keep on walking without Jesus’ power. And this is the 
power to persevere that Paul speaks about.  

Dear friends, most of us will have a turn or two or more in this life when we 
face giant challenges where running is impossible. If we’re honest, we admit that 
none of us soars when terminal sickness and death stare us in the face. But 
sometimes we wrongly expect a Christian just to bounce right back after going 
through such hardships… after all, we have the power of Christ in us! And it’s true 
that we do have it. But sometimes that power is displayed in our ability to simply 
walk and not faint, the strength to persevere, to endure. Indeed, it’s a miracle that 
we keep moving forward and don’t fall completely apart. Jesus’ resurrection power 
helps us even to walk.  
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In the times of walking, even when we’re dragging our feet, our resurrected 
Lord Jesus is refining us. He’s teaching us to persevere; he’s developing our 
character—helping us become more Christ-like and faithful and loving. So all of us 
need to be patient with another when someone is weak because all of us will be 
there at some point. No one is disposable, in that sense. We need to deal with one 
another in faith, and with hope and love. We can be certain that God is at work—
he’s faithful!  

Rest assured that our lives bring glory to God even when we seek his 
strength just to persevere in our times of greatest weakness. And that’s what Jesus 
promises us through his resurrection. Grace to endure until we receive the full 
redemption that awaits us all, the resurrection of our bodies and the restoration of 
all creation.  

The hope we have because of Jesus’ resurrection is two-fold: we know by 
faith that we’re going to rise again. Our loved ones who have died in Christ are 
going to rise again. We’re all going to stand around the throne of God in glory and 
cast away the crowns of sin’s thorns and suffering from this life and receive a crown 
of glory. O, we’re going to be renewed. God doesn’t junk us. He restores us. Jesus 
has ensured it. That’s what we can look forward to with certainty.  

And in this life already now we also have the certainty—the biblical hope—
that whether we are weakened by sickness, cast into despair by death, broken 
hearted by a family breakup, or dealing with a mental illness or anything else, 
Christ’s power will get us through it. He will give us strength to persevere for 
however long it takes. Then one day we’ll cast off that crown of thorns and lay hold 
of the crown of glory Jesus freely gives us.  

For now, beloved, be assured that Jesus embraces us in our weakness, 
even as he associated with the weakest members of society while he walked 
among us.  He uses our weakness to help us see how weak we are and how strong 
he is, much like that 92 year old preacher confessed: Jesus loves me this I know… 
We are weak but he is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me. That’s our hope. It strengthens 
us now and it upholds great promise for eternity.  

 


