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Profession of Faith Ro.10:1-15 

We will conclude our little series on church membership by discussing our profession of 
faith. I’m sure after last week, where we talked about children coming to the Lord’s Table on 
the basis of their baptism alone, many of you were wondering what will happen to our 
young people if making profession of faith if it is no longer the requirement to come to the 
Lord’s Table.  

The way that profession of faith was tied to the ability to come to the Lord’s Table caused us 
to misunderstand the purpose and meaning of it.  

Professing the faith is an essential aspect of our church life, there would be no church if we 
did not together profess the faith given to us. When I say “essential,” I don’t mean “really 
important,” I mean that if the church did not profess the faith, there would be no church. It 
is the essence of what we do. Other aspects of our life together benefit us in many ways, 
but our central purpose is to profess the faith.  

In a way, our entire church service is a profession of faith. We gather together here in order 
to publicly tell the world and ourselves who Christ is. We are saved by grace alone through 
faith alone, and that faith is what we profess here this morning through prayers, singing, 
confessing our sin, celebrating his sacraments, and hearing God’s Word. Our personal 
professions of faith in this church are a part of that whole, and one designed to incorporate 
us into the life of the church. 

This morning, to try and help us understand why we make profession of faith, we will look at 
Romans 10:1-15. This section of Romans has to do with who God’s people are, and how we 
can know who they are. We will see, their profession of faith is central to this.  

Let’s hear what Romans 10:1-15 says about what God wants in our profession of faith. 

Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may 
be saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not 
based on knowledge. 3 Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to 
establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4 Christ is the culmination 
of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.  

Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who does these 
things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your 
heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend 
into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  

8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, 
the message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is 
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Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For 
it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 
profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will 
never be put to shame.” 12 For there is no di\erence between Jew and Gentile—the same 
Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.”  

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe 
in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
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Most of us consider our relationship with God a private matter. This is typically how our 
society treats religion, it is something between you and your maker. 

On the one hand, there is some good to this. Jesus tells us that we are not supposed to go 
around parading our religiosity like the hypocrites, who make a big show of their prayers 
and fasting, doing so only to be seen.  

More than this, only God knows who is saved. I cannot see if he has in fact chosen you 
“from before the foundations of the world” and given you the gift of new birth. The grace 
and faith that he gives us is invisible. Christians are a group scattered across time and 
space, with many di\erent cultures and languages and customs. This is a community that 
will only be seen fully in heaven. 

On the other hand, a big part of the life of faith is something that we do together. When we 
try to be obedient to all the things God calls us to in the Bible, it would be impossible to try 
and live the life of faith apart from the church. As we talked about a couple weeks ago, 
membership makes possible the kinds of things that God requires of us in his Word. Much 
of this is not something private, but public. 

Slides 9-11 

Consider the famous interaction between Peter and Jesus in Matt.16:13-19. 

 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say the Son of Man is?” 

14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
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15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to 
you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 

The “rock” that Jesus will build his church on is Peter’s profession that he is “the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God.” 

We too are all called to make this profession. Jesus asks us, “who do you say that I am?” 
Depending on our answer, we then show whether we are a part of Christ’s church or not. 
This profession makes visible the grace and faith that was invisible.  
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Again, Jesus says, “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge 
before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before 
my Father in heaven.”  

It is impossible, then, to be a secret Christian. The desire to keep your faith hidden and 
private is antithetical to the faith. This doesn’t mean we all need to devote our lives to be 
evangelists, there are some who are gifted in this way, but it does mean that we all need to 
be prepared to profess Christ when necessary.  

It is the mission of the church to bring God’s word to the world, that is what makes us who 
we are. As I said before, the church is an embassy of the Kingdom of God. Our purpose here 
is to be ambassadors. Baptism is a visible sign of an entrance into this Kingdom, but that 
sign must be then confirmed by a profession of the faith pronounced by the person for 
them to participate in the life of the church.  

This is what we see Paul requesting in our passage for this morning.  

Slide 13 

The primary issue in Paul’s letter to the Romans is what it means to be God’s people. This is 
seen in the initial problem of how the Church, the New Covenant people of God, relates to 
Israel, the Old Covenant people of God.  



 4 

This issue is clear in our passage for this morning, and how Paul answers the issue of how 
Israel relates to the Church has a lot to say about the nature of the Church today, and how 
relate to each other. Professing faith is clearly the main element. 

Slide 14 

In this passage we see three main steps. First, Paul emphasizes that our position before 
God is not something we establish, but that we receive by faith. Second, that faith is 
confirmed by a public profession of faith. And third, that public profession of faith is a 
response to the preached Word, given in the life of the church, as that is what makes the 
church what it is.  

Let’s look a little more closely at each of these. 

Slide 15  

In v.1-7 we see Paul speaking to the issue as to why the Israelites are not all following 
Christ.  

He says that it is not due to a lack of “zeal,” but that their “zeal is not based on knowledge.” 
It is true, the many of the Israelites were incredibly zealous for their God and their religion. 
In a couple decades this will lead to a big revolution in Jerusalem, and they will try to regain 
control of the Holy Land against the Romans, where the entire city is destroyed.  
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The “knowledge” that they don’t have concerns two things, God’s righteousness and their 
lack of it. Had they known the depth of their depravity, and the holiness of God, they would 
not be worrying too much about the Romans. The primary problem is how they can stand 
before a holy God while being unrighteous.  
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This is not something they can “establish on their own.” Their attempts to become holy 
before God create what Jesus calls, “white-washed tombs.” Their zeal doesn’t amount to 
anything, as it is built on their own foundations, not God’s.  

This is why Paul says, “Christ is the culmination of the Law so that there may be 
righteousness for everyone who believes.” This is something we receive by faith, not by our 
own e\orts.  

Paul shows from a mishmash of quotes from the Law that God was always pointing forward 
to the need for us to recognize our sin and our need for a saviour. We cannot ascend to 
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God, or go down and raise Jesus from the dead ourselves. This is our need, and both of 
these are clearly impossible for us.  

So then, if it is not the law that we obey together that establishes who is God’s people, then 
what does? 

Slide 18 

Paul says because we cannot establish our relationship ourselves, it is “the faith that we 
proclaim” in Christ that saves us. This is what makes God’s people.  

Paul mentions two main things in the profession of faith that the church is built on, that 
“Jesus is Lord” and “God raised him from the dead.”  

Of course, Paul does not mean that these two things are all that matters, but to say that 
there is a content to the faith, and it is focused on these two realities. There is a lot that can 
be said about these two simple statements. 

First, “Jesus is Lord.” The word Lord is how God was referred to in the Greek Old Testament. 
You might be aware that Jewish people did not like to use the divine name, and so they 
would simply say Lord, or Adonai, when the divine name, sometimes pronounced Yahweh 
or Jehovah was written. To say that Jesus is Lord, is to equate Jesus with God. All the things 
that Jesus did and taught reveal the one true God as we see him depicted in the Old 
Testament.  

To say that Jesus is Lord then is to also say that he is in control. A lot of us want to have 
Jesus as our saviour, and not as our Lord. That is, we want him to give us all the benefits of 
salvation without telling us what to do. But that’s not how it works. In reality, not accepting 
his authority in your life is a denial of his o\er of salvation.  

Second, belief in the resurrection says a lot too. It confirms that all Jesus did and said are 
righteous in God’s sight. Death is a consequence for sin, but because Jesus is without sin, 
death could not hold him. Jesus’ resurrection also shows the new life we have in Christ, 
which will be made perfect when he comes again. Christ lived the perfect life, and dies for 
our sin, and is raised for our salvation. 

Slide 19 

This is the gospel, and by it we are saved. We “will not be put to shame,” because we put 
our faith in the only one who can save. That is not established by ourselves, but by Christ.  

We are not called then to simply inwardly believe this, but to outwardly express it. Where 
once the Israelite and the Gentile were separated, now they are brought together in a 
common faith in Christ, “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
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The question then to us is how we can profess this faith well. How can we avoid simply 
keeping our faith a personal thing? What context can we be given to do this in a meaningful 
way, and be held accountable to it? How can we be sure that when we proclaim, “Jesus is 
Lord,” that we know who Jesus is, and what it means for him to be Lord over our lives?  

Slide 20 

This then leads to the final section, where Paul gives a chain reaction of the way this faith is 
established in someone. That is, it comes from the word being preached. He asks a few 
obvious kind of questions that establish the ministry of the preached word, “How, then, can 
they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of 
whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 
15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent?” 

Slide 21 

This is the primary purpose of the church, and in fact, if a church does not preach the 
gospel, they are not a church at all. It is the primary mark of a true church, as our 
confession says (Belgic Confession, Art.29). The reason for this, as this passage says, is 
that it is by preaching God’s Word that God gives faith to his people. We sometimes call this 
the ordinary means of grace. The grace is of God, it is applied by faith, but it is administered 
through preaching.  

Preaching, alongside the other elements of our worship service, is a form of professing the 
faith. The preacher presents the faith received from God through his Word, and then 
applies that to the church. And through this the Spirit has promised to ignite and renew 
faith in those he fills. This is a public profession of faith, that calls other people to make the 
same profession in response.  

The church is created by the faith professed. God’s Word is primary. Just as God’s Word 
went out over the waters of the first creation and brought out the creation we live in, God’s 
Word also goes out and brings about the new creation, of which our faith is the firstfruits, as 
seen in the church on earth today.  

We are creatures of God’s Word. That creation comes about by faith, it is fitting that the 
church profess this faith as the central aspect of what we do. We profess it by being called 
by God to worship him, in our prayers, in our confession, in our singing, in our preaching, in 
our celebration of the sacraments, and when we each individually respond to God’s new 
creation Word in our hearts, by publicly professing faith in him. 

Slide 22 
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The response to that preaching is what we saw in the section before, the profession of that 
faith, out of the faith that is given to the believer by the Holy Spirit in their lives.  

Our profession of faith then is something that should flow naturally out of us, coming from 
that new life given in Christ. It is one of the “good works” that God prepares ahead of us. It 
is a fruit of the Spirit’s life in us, an act of worship.  

Slide 23 

So then, how does this passage help us make sense of our profession of faith today in this 
church? If you’re a person in this church, and you have not made profession of faith yet, 
what is it you’re being called to do? 

As I said in the introduction, it is essential to the church to profess the faith given to us, it is 
what makes the church the church. Church membership then has to do with being a part of 
the profession. It is signing your name to the covenant people, like you sign a marriage 
contract. The way that we see whether someone belongs to the community of professing 
the faith is whether they too share in that profession.  

For most of us in the CRC, it means confirming what was said about you in your baptism. 
When you were baptized it was recognized that you were a part of God’s people because of 
the family you were born into. It would be wrong to say that our covenant children do not 
belong to this community, as they proclaim the faith together with us every week.  

However, it is a fact that God has no grandchildren. He adopts each of us individually, we 
cannot stand behind our parents when we come before him on judgement day. This is a 
sign of maturity, that we are able to engage in the life of the church on our own. It is a tool 
for discipleship.  

Slide 24 

Making a public profession of faith in the church then has two main benefits. 

First, it gives a believer the benefit of assurance of their salvation. Their place in the visible 
people of God is a sign of their place in the invisible people of God. This is much better for a 
person than a mere private feeling. If they have faith in the things they pronounce, they are 
assured that God will save them.  

This is seen in the sacraments, but after making their own public profession, it is confirmed 
in their own faith and not under their parents. 

It is not that a person is saved by their profession. Their profession is born out of their 
salvation, just as any good work, but this public profession has the benefit of joining them 
to the public people of God, and so gives them assurance of their inner salvation.  
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Second, it gives the church a means of accountability. Outside of judging a profession of 
faith, the church would have no means to hold someone accountable. Since we cannot see 
into someone’s heart, the only thing we can judge is the profession of faith.  

That faith should be commensurate with the same Word that the church is a creature of. It 
should declare “Jesus is Lord” and “God raised him from the dead.” But it should also join 
us to a particular community, where we can grow in a tradition. Our confessions seek to do 
this to their best ability. The confessions serve as a covenant between the believer and 
their church considering there are various ways of interpreting the Word that the church is a 
creature of.  

In conclusion, we see that professing our faith is an essential aspect of the church. There is 
no church without the gospel faithfully preached, and our response to that gospel is seen in 
our public profession of faith. That is what makes the church, a foundation on Christ alone, 
by faith alone.  

Each of us have a duty to profess that faith publicly, and we do so well in the church. 
Professing our faith in the church allows us to receive the benefits of discipleship that the 
profession is made to give. Where we can be held accountable to God’s word, and we can 
be assured that we are a part of God’s people. 

If you have not yet done this, I highly encourage you to answer Jesus’ call, “who do you say 
that I am?” And that we will hear you say, “you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” It is 
on this that Jesus said he will build his church. And through this profession you will be a 
part.  


