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Oh, Thank You???!!! Habakkuk 1:12-17 
Trinity CRC, May 17, 2026 Rev. Richard deLange 
Habakkuk series  

Intro 

 If Habakkuk thought he had a problem with God in the opening verses of our 

chapter, he has a much bigger problem with God after God answers. This book opens 

with Habakkuk expressing his frustration that God doesn’t seem to answer his prayers. 

He’s beating on heaven’s door, you might say. He’s wondering why God doesn’t 

answer his concerns about the sin and oppression taking place in his city Jerusalem 

and the surrounding area of Judah God’s people aren’t behaving like God’s people 

should. So, when Habakkuk prays about this, he feels God is silent. Maybe that God 

doesn’t even care about him or the situation. Perhaps you’ve felt like that sometime.  

 Then comes God’s response that Pastor Tomas preached on last Sunday. God 

answers, but the answer is shocking to Habakkuk. It’s nothing he ever thought 

possible. He was praying and thinking the right answer from God to the sin and 

oppression in Jerusalem would be for God to bring about a spiritual revival in Judah. 

Maybe he’s hoping God will allow Habakkuk himself to lead the way, like King Josiah 

had done a generation or two earlier.  

 Instead, God tells Habakkuk that he’s going to send the nation of Judah into exile. 

The Babylonians who are a nation far more wicked than Judah will overpower Judah 

and drag her people away to a foreign county. Habakkuk can’t believe his ears. He 

can’t believe that God would do that. But God didn’t ask permission. He just told 

Habakkuk his plan.  

 In response, we now read Habakkuk’s second complaint to God. He’s perplexed. 

“Should I be saying thanks to God for this answer?” Hence my title, “Oh, Thank 

you???!!!" Please join me as we read Habakkuk 1:12-17. 

Habakkuk’s Second Complaint 
12 LORD, are you not from everlasting? 

     My God, my Holy One, you will never die. 

You, LORD, have appointed them (Babylonians) to execute judgment; 

     you, my Rock, have ordained them to punish. 
13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; 

     you cannot tolerate wrongdoing.  (PAUSE)  

Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? 

     Why are you silent while the wicked 

     swallow up those more righteous than themselves? 
14 You have made people like the fish in the sea, 
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     like the sea creatures that have no ruler. 
15 The wicked foe pulls all of them up with hooks, 

     he catches them in his net, 

he gathers them up in his dragnet; 

     and so he rejoices and is glad. 
16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net 

     and burns incense to his dragnet, 

for by his net he lives in luxury 

     and enjoys the choicest food. 
17 Is he to keep on emptying his net, 

     destroying nations without mercy? 

This is the word of the Lord.  

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

 When I was 10 years old, the first Saturday of the new school year in September, 

I biked over to my friend’s place a couple kilometres away. His family was farmers, 

harvesting corn that day, and my friend Alan and I were playing where we shouldn’t 

have. Long story short, I fell under the wagon—a wagon full of chopped up corn-silage, 

probably weighing around 10 tons. My pelvis was crushed but the saving grace is that 

the ground was soft or I could have been crushed to death.  

 Alan’s uncle noticed me laying on the ground and called Alan’s dad to get the car. 

No ambulance or hard-stretcher. They just put me in the back seat and drove me to the 

hospital. I was conscious the whole time and remember asking Alan’s dad, “Am I going 

to die?”  

 Have you ever wondered if you were going to die? We know it’s going to happen 

to all of us eventually. But when bad news comes and trouble is about to follow, the 

idea of dying suddenly becomes more real than ever before.  

 That’s the situation for Habakkuk. God gives him the news that the wicked 

Babylonians are going the drag him and the people of Judah from the Promised Land, 

from their homes and from life as they know it. And Habakkuk knows that isn’t going to 

be good. The Babylonians were the masters of evil in that day so this could be a death 

sentence for many of the people in Judah and maybe Habbakuk himself.  

 Habakkuk is shocked. “Am I supposed to say thank you for that revelation, God? 

Why, my holy God, are you going to let a nation that is without question more wicked 

than Judah come to capture Judah? That seems crazy. That’s unfair. That’s not what I 

asked for!” Habakkuk’s frustration, confusion and maybe fear and anger are exposed.  
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1. God’s Character 

 As Habakkuk gets to the heart of his complaint, he starts with an appeal to God’s 

character.  

a. Holy 

12 Lord, are you not from everlasting? 

     My God, my Holy One, you will never die. 

It’s like he’s saying, “Let me get this straight, God. You are holy, right? I know you are. 

You are my God, my Holy One!” He’s starting with a confession of faith in some sense. 

“You’re not just some random idol who people call god. No, I trust you. You’re my God! 

And you’re holy.” Now, in case you don’t know, friends, holy means set apart. God is 

someone greater than us, outside of us, apart from us. Remember when Isaiah 

encounters God in chapter 6 of his prophecy? He sees angels who three times call out, 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty.” Then we get that amazing response of 

Isaiah: “Woe is me! I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 

lips.” Habakkuk can totally relate to Isaiah. God is holy, majestic, unlike us in that we 

are sinners. All of us. How can we stand before our holy God, other than to stand in 

awe?  

 Knowing this about God’s character, Habakkuk appeals to God’s holiness in v.13. 

God, he says,  
13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; 

     you cannot tolerate wrongdoing.  

Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? 

     Why are you silent while the wicked 

     swallow up those more righteous than themselves? 

Seems like solid logic to Habakkuk. And I don’t disagree. It’s a good angle by which to 

question God’s decision to allow Babylon to invade Judah, destroy Jerusalem and drag 

the people into exile. “Are you for real, God? Am I supposed to say ‘thanks’ for this 

answer to my previous question? Do I just say, ‘Your will be done?’ I’m mean, you’re 

holy. Surely, you’re too pure to look at those wicked Babylonians destroying nation 

after nation. Yes, Judah is bad. I know. I just complained about that. But you want to 

use evil Babylon to punish Judah? Why? Babylon is far, far worse! Why will you allow 

those wicked Babylonians to come and expand their rule of treachery by conquering 

Judah?! I don’t get it. It doesn’t make sense. The cure is worst than the disease. This 

action doesn’t seem to fit with your character, God. Your holy character. Will you really 

allow such evil to flourish?”  

 Most days when I’m driving, I have my radio on 880 Ched, listening to whatever 

they’re talking about. But in the late afternoon when it’s all about sports, I can’t handle 

that. Day after day they talk about the same thing. I know that’s not exactly true for a 
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sports fan but that’s how it feels to me. So, I switch over to some music, sometimes 

Shine FM; other times oldies. The other day, I’m listening to Bon Jovi and I thought, 

maybe that’s how Habakkuk felt about God: “You give love a bad name.” I could 

understand how it might feel that way. Habakkuk is talking to the God who says that 

Israel and Judah are his chosen people. He has a special place in his heart for them 

and a special calling for them. “Now you’re going to throw Judah to the dogs. If that’s 

how you show love, you give love a bad name.”  

 Is it true that we tend to think the job of our Father in heaven is to take care of us? 

Even if that is true, it doesn’t mean he will take care in the way we think is best. It’s not 

so much about God taking care of us as him fulfilling his plan for our lives. You see, 

Israel and Judah were the chosen people of God but chosen for a purpose. They were 

the people through whom God would bring the Messiah for the whole world. As such, 

they were called to be blessing to the nations and a light to the world reflecting the 

glory of the One True God. They were a set apart people, holy to the Lord, to reflect the 

holiness of their God. But they weren’t doing that. They were breaking covenant with 

God. 

b. Covenant Keeper 

 In addition to appealing to God’s holiness, Habakkuk’s words for God reflect his 

deep understanding of what we know of God as a covenant keeper. This too is part of 

his character. And when Habakkuk calls God, “the LORD” he’s acknowledging that. 

Again in v.12, we read:  
12 LORD, are you not from everlasting? 

     My God, my Holy One, you will never die. 

You, LORD, have appointed them to execute judgment; 

     you, my Rock, have ordained them to punish.  

When you see the LORD in capital letters in our NIV Bibles, that’s God’s covenant name, 

which we sometimes translate as Yahweh.  

 While Habakkuk recognizes and confesses the holiness of God, he also 

confesses that God is the LORD. “LORD,” he says, “aren’t you from everlasting?” and 

“you will never die.” In other words, the LORD is eternal. He’s the same God from 

everlasting to everlasting. He does not change. He’s reliable. Faithful. Trustworthy. 

Loyal. The LORD is dependable and will always do right. And this is the God with whom 

Judah has covenanted. The LORD who met Moses in the wilderness and said, “I am 

who I am” (unchanging and faithful) has covenanted with Israel and Judah to be their 

God and to work salvation for the world through them. And he’s doing it.  

 Yes, the LORD is faithful! But his people fail over and over again. Rather than 

being a light to the nations they simply become like the nations. They break covenant. 

Rather than loving the Lord their God with all their heart, soul, mind and strength, as 
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they’d been commissioned to do by Moses, they chase after the gods, the idols of the 

nations around them. They break covenant. Rather than following God’s good 

commandments given to bless them and make them a blessing, they live immoral lives 

that dishonour the LORD. They break covenant. God could flip Bon Jovi’s lyrics on to his 

people and say to Judah, “You give me a bad name.” Yes, you dishonour the LORD’S 

name when you chase after false gods, embrace the unholy lifestyle of the Canaanites 

and simply break my commandments. You break our covenant.  

 Judah is not living up to their covenant obligations. God told them when they 

inherited the Promised Land that if they failed to follow him, he would send in other 

nations to take them out of the Land. That’s part of the covenant the LORD made with 

them.  

 I think the beauty of this complaint that Habakkuk brings to God is that even as 

he’s complaining, he’s humbly acknowledging the place of the LORD and the 

sovereignty of God. And by doing that, he’s recognizing his own place and standing 

before the LORD.  

 That’s important for us to take away. It is okay to bring your questions, your 

heartaches, your shocking disappointments to the LORD our holy God. It is even a sign 

of a healthy relationship. As we’ve said before, just read the psalms and see how 

God’s servants throughout many years asked God their hard questions. Look for the 

“why LORD?” the “How long, LORD?” This is what children do to their parents too and 

parents welcome it. If we learn nothing else, let it be that God welcomes our questions. 

We ought to feel free to cry out to him. After all, the LORD is our faithful covenant God. 

He loves us—much, much more than parents loves their children. He loves perfectly, 

even if we can’t fully understand his motivation in acting the way he does. However, we 

can be sure that his actions are loving and faithful.  

2. Cry Out 

 If you’ve never really struggled with the reality of evil in your life, you almost 

certainly will at some point. Habakkuk wonders if God is treating his people like fish in 

the sea, instead of those created in the image of God. Babylon was a fishing nation, so 

it makes sense that Habakkuk uses this illustration. He feels like God is going to let 

Babylon catch Judah in their nets of violence and oppression. Then they’ll boast in their 

nets as their gods. They are going to insult the LORD when they do that. And that’s his 

complaint to God. “It just doesn’t make sense to me!!”  

 There are things we go through in this life that don’t make sense to us either. 

Hardly anyone gets through life without feeling the weight of evil to some degree, when 

God’s plan doesn’t seem to make sense to us, especially when death is threatening us 
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too. Just watch the news. There’s something every day that seems tragic and 

senseless.  

 For example, four years ago, on the evening of Mother’s Day, a CRC family in 

Abbotsford lost both parents. They were related to my brother-in-law. The next morning 

there was no response to calls and texts to their parents, Arnold and Joanne, who were 

in their late 70s and lived in their own house. Soon, the family discovered them 

murdered. Their children are devastated and just last week finally, the judge found all 

three accused guilty of first-degree murder. That’s a horrific tragedy. Evil men murder 

an elderly couple in their own home. “What is God doing in that situation?” we wonder.  

 Likewise, we struggle with God when cancer or some other awful disease enters 

our life or the life of our loved ones. We say things like, “Why does God allow this to 

happen to the good people when there are so many bad people who wouldn’t be 

missed? We question God’s ways after car accidents when a loved one is maimed or 

dies and then the drunk driver who caused it gets off with a slap on the hand. If we 

choose a side in some of the wars going on in our world, we might say, “Why do the 

Putins of this world keep getting away with pounding smaller nations like Ukraine.” We 

might wonder why our holy God lets the evil powers grow stronger while “good” people 

are punished and made to suffer because of the evil ones.  

 Whatever our questions, they are not new. Our confusion is not new. Our pain 

and suffering is not new.  

 But neither is our God. Remember? Habukkuk confesses that God is eternal in 

v.12—from everlasting (looking backwards in time) and he will never die (looking 

forward in time). He’s holy—righteous, good, perfect and pure. And he’s LORD, our 

covenant making and covenant keeping God. He loves with a perfect love, perfectly 

measured to achieve his plan for our good and for his glory. So, you can trust him to 

have the best interest of his children in mind all the time—in every situation, no matter 

how hard. As he has been faithful in the past, so he will be in the present and the 

future.  

 Here’s what we can hang on to for now. Judah’s time in Babylon will not last 

forever. God will work good through it, which we’ll hear about in the coming weeks. His 

people are not fish to be netted and destroyed without mercy. No, people are image-

bearers of God that Jesus comes to redeem. In fact, Jesus joins us. He suffers with us 

and for us. He is a man of sorrow and familiar with suffering, says Isaiah. He was 

despised and rejected. All of this because he is God in the flesh who lives a holy life 

and is able to fulfill the demands of the covenant that we are unable to fulfill. 

Remember, the LORD appoints Babylon to execute judgment on Judah for a time, says 

v.12. After 70 years, the people of Judah returned to the Promised Land with Ezra and 

Nehemiah and nations like Babylon were punished for their brutality.  
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 So, we may be called to endure trials for a time. In them, God will accomplish his 

good plans in our lives, to refine, to grow, to deepen our faith or some other good work 

he’s doing. He will be faithful to us, always working for our sanctification—to help us 

become more like Jesus.  

 He welcomes us to cry out to him always. And he does answer. But the answers 

are not always what we expect. Nonetheless, the answers are for our good and for his 

glory. He continues to love his people and to work all things together for our good. 

That’s his promise.  

 Babylon was not ultimately able to destroy Judah. No, Judah was preserved by 

the LORD. And because of Jesus’ victory over sin, death and hell, we must live in the 

assurance that no hardship can have ultimate victory over us either. We live by the 

grace of God through which all things work together for good. We can hear in the 

words of Habakkuk that comfort that is ours through Jesus: “You are our God,” and 

“We shall not die.” We are God’s children because of Jesus. And because of Jesus, 

nothing we go through is meaningless. God has his holy and loving purpose in every 

detail. We will see it perfectly when Christ returns and makes all things new. Then our 

“Thank you???!!!” will be gone. Our questions resolved and our response will be a 

resounding “Thank you!” without question and full of praise.  


