
Introduction/Hook: 
 

Have you heard the news?  
 
War has advanced into various countries. Certain political leaders have caused 
embarrassment towards another party. Some have even made a public 
spectacle of it’s victims by posting about them online and showing their spoils 
to their peers.  
 

Have you heard the news? 
 
 
There is a new way to embark yourself on a spiritual road trip. A new path for 
you to tap into your spiritual side. In fact, there is this new piece of artwork that 
can open your eyes to how the world actually is. 

 
*Pause* 

 
Have you heard the news? 

 
*Pause* 

 
This is a more contemporary reading of what we see in this section of 

Habakkuk. And while it might seem all too bleak and the world is 
filling our ears with news and noise all about how great it’s 
people are, we will see that  
 

God confounds the glory of the world with silence. 
 
Point 1: The Glory of Babylon 
 
We see these all powerful kings of Babylon boasting in their victory over the 
nations they conquered. Habakkuk saw all these things in real time but worse:  

 



he saw his own people endure the very things mentioned in 
our text. 

 
This kingdom of Babylon was nothing to sneeze at,  they were one of the largest 
nations in history. They conquered mighty Egypt, they ruled Mesopotamia. Their 
war tactics were state-of-the-art. None could stand opposed to them. Only 
foolish nations would dare to stand up against the glory of Babylon. 
 
And what we see in our text is that the leaders of Babylon display their glory by 
embarrassing others and revel in the opportunity to unveil the shame of their 
victims. We read that they “make their neighbors drunk in order to gaze at 
their nakedness.” 
 
You can imagine the power of this nation that it would cause their victims to 
unveil themselves to total embarrassment.  
 
An almost “hazing” practice where the initiation into their future as slaves 
was to remove all sense of glory and pride in identity that they would 
remember how they stood in comparison to the mighty kings of Babylon.  
 
“Remember your place” was a far too familiar feeling for the people of Israel. It 
was time to pay the piper as Israel would, once again, would find themselves 
enslaved to an evil and powerful nation who would raise themselves up above 
the glory of their God. 
 
Point 2: The glory of our world 
 
This sounds all too familiar for us today does it not? 
 
If you spend any time on Christian internet you will find all sorts of content 
creators who claim the name of Christ, yet would settle for the embarrassment 
of their neighbors instead. In fact,  
 

we find that our world is obsessed with finding every 
way possible to exalt the self  

 



In fact, they will spend much of their time exposing the shame of God’s people 
today and elevate their own “moral upper hand.” Yet, we can easily see that the 
very standard they push on others will one day become not a crown of glory, 
but a dunce cap of dung. 
 

*Pause* 
 

And it is a tragedy that the worldview of the unbeliever would influence the 
worldview of the Christian. When we hear a new virtue or path to actualizing 
ourselves, our response ought to be us returning to the one way to God through 
Jesus Christ as revealed in the Scriptures.  
 

But instead we are thrown to-and-fro by social media 
algorithms, newspaper headlines, and the next social trend 

 
When we engage with our loved ones, we can have them in our conversations, 
yet our commentary ends up shoving their value as an image bearer below our 
level. When we make comments that expose the shame of a long-gone mistake 
or sin and reopen a wound potentially unhealed, we heap shame upon the 
heads of them in a pretentious way. 
 
In this illustration alone, it is not unreasonable that God would have us 
reconsider the way that we treat our neighbors. And acknowledge that  
 

even the every-day interaction can cause each of us to live like 
Babylon. 

 
Point 3: The worship of Babylon 
 
The Babylonians were mighty, and they knew exactly where to give their credit 
to. Their craftsmen were thorough, skilled, able to build whatever a king could 
request. They had plundered not only the nations surrounding them, but had 
ransacked God’s creation as well. While they would swing their swords in 
exchange for the lives of the people, they swung their axes and pickaxes in 
exchange for the riches of the earth. 
 



*Pause* 
 

And the worship of other gods was not for the sake of upholding a piece of 
wood or gold against another, no. The worship of other gods was imbued in the 
way they would view battle: it was the god of their land against the god of their 
enemy in their desired land. 
 
It was a cosmic showdown 
 
How great a profit it was for a Babylonian to hear the exhortation of their 
priests and behold the glory of their idols to their gods. To see ornate beauty 
and hear emphatic preaching on how their god would win the battle. To hear 
the guaranteed victory of your people over another due to how your god 
appeared would have caused you to lean into your life of worship on an even 
deeper level. 
 
Point 3: The worship of our world 
 
In our time, many boast in their ability to see into the supernatural world. In 
recent years, a newer spirituality has become popular amongst young people, it 
is the religion of “being spiritual”. 
 
We see this trend of using tarot cards in order to connect with God. Using 
crystals to energize our souls. Focusing on the stars in the heavens in order to 
dictate how next weeks date night will go. And this is obviously against the 
Christian faith. 
 
However, “being spiritual” is not limited to overt occultism.  
 
“Being spiritual” in a sense looks to remove the self from requiring a heart 
orientation towards God as the sole mover of our hearts towards Him. “Being 
spiritual” looks like seeking ways to worship God only in ways that we desire. 
Ways that, perhaps, look like spending time in the outdoors Sunday morning 
rather than participating in His body on the Lords Day. “Being spiritual” can be 
used as an excuse to claim that we’ve “arrived” and to avoid any form of 
accountability in our lives to God alone because the state of our souls are “good 
enough” or, even worse, “God made us the way we are”. “Being spiritual” is a 



breaking of the second commandment where we create God in our own image 
and in turn pursue submitting ourself to our own likeness. Such a likeness that is 
a marred image of the true God-man Jesus Christ. 
 
It appears that the glory of the world has us in it’s grip. Time and time 
again, God is mocked, his creatures maimed, and his world martyred. 
 
 

But our text is God’s response to all of these glories of 
Babylon 

 
 
While Babylon talked a big game, the one true God would show them up in a 
grander fashion. The whole book of Habakkuk has been a back and forth 
between the prophet and God. Habakkuk has noticed these abusive leaders 
taking advantage of the poor, oppressing the widow and the orphan, and now 
we see a resolution to all the problems given in the book so far, and specifically 
for these two woes in our text.  
 

We see the way that God would “work all things together for 
the good of those who love him”. 

 

But how? 
 
The cup given by Babylon to shame the conquered Israelites would be the very 
same cup that would cause their own shame instead of their glory. It would 
expose their uncircumcision according to our passage.  
 
And this uncircumcision proved one thing:  
 

They were not a part of God’s covenant people.  
 

They were not the ones to inherit the promises. They were not the ones who 
aligned themselves with the one true God. In fact, rather than submitting 



themselves to Yahweh, they chose instead to mock His name and attempt to 
elevate their own gods above Him.  
 
 
The irony for the Babylonians was that the very cup of wrath they poured 

out on their conquered peoples was the very same cup that God would 
force down their throats.  

 

The very same cup that would expose the shame of 
others would be the very seltzer that would unravel their 

glory. 
 
While Babylon talked a large game and boasted in their riches and 
craftsmanship, creating idols of wood, gold, silver; elevating their beliefs as 
supreme in the public square, claiming to know the cosmic truths of the world, 
God has one thing and one thing alone to say to those who would place their 
trust in anything other than Him: 
 

What profit is an idol when it’s maker has shaped it, a metal image, a 
teacher of lies? 

 

For it’s maker trusts in his own creation when he makes 
speechless idols 

 
Speechless idols that only pad the pockets of it’s owners. Speechless idols that 
push busyness to the point of spiritual deafness to the world around them. 
Speechless idols that consume every waking moment we can spare at the 
expense of the other duties placed before us by God. Speechless idols who 
claim to hold special wisdom from God, yet holds a blank fortune cookie paper 
instead. 

 
Not only does God confront the lack of substance to these idols in their crafted 
beauty and elegance, God goes one step further: 
 

“Woe to him who says to a wooden thing, “Awake;” 



To a silent stone, “Arise” 
 
 

Idolatry is never a worthwhile investment 
 

People cry for help to the universe, to spirits, to self-help gurus on a screen. Our 
world seeks to cure their despondency through self-care, eating a cleaner diet, 
eating lower cholesterol, trying out different medications, seeking therapy. And 
while these things are not inherently sinful or in rebellion against God, it can 
become something far more damaging in our relationship with God.  
 

And the time invested in these things rather than the things of God never 
have a return 

 
 
 

And so, with the shouting at these idols “Awake” and “Arise” it is ironic that true 
worship for those hearing the words of Habbakuk is instead to “be silent” in the 
presence of the Lord. Instead of being exhorted to simply speak quieter, or 
offer another form of worship like offering incense with a pure heart, or fasting 
more regularly in our prayer life;  
 

true worship of God lies in bringing silence to Him.  
 
This request is not an easy feat either. Have you ever spent a dedicated period 
of time where you committed to not uttering a sound past your lips? I can tell 
you from personal experience, it was one of the most difficult things for me to 
pull off. And my wife will tell you, it seems unbelievable that I could pull it off. 
 
Silent retreat assignment: you know the story 

- Choose three disciplines, I chose silence, solitude, and study 
- Go somewhere besides your house 
- Even getting out of the house without uttering a noise was impossible 
-  

 

Silence is far more difficult than you would expect 



 
We might respond with curiosity and wonder whether or not silence truly is 
worshipping the Lord. And we may also wonder, simply by reading our text, why 
is it that silence is so important in worshipping the one true God? 
 

It is because God does not require anything we have to offer Him. The 
Babylon of our souls makes vain word offerings to things that cannot save.  

 
The Babylon of our souls seeks to take, in the words of Tim Keller, “take a 

good thing and make it an ultimate thing.” 
 

It is because the Babylon of our souls believes that loud words, eloquent 
speeches, and elevated morality can carry us into the presence of God as 

equals 
 

 

The irony of our text is this: 
 

*Pause* 
 

While the world asks for us to perform all manners of works, 
deeds, offerings, rituals, victories, and illustrations of power 

 

The God of the universe requires none of it, and our 
silence is more fitting for true worship of Him. 

 
And the glory of the Lord confounds all this noise of 

Babylon with silence 
 

Conclusion 

 
But you see, God did not only confound the Babylonians with silence.  
 



It is with silence that He confounded the world 
 
Now, while we have taken a look at the text itself and considered all these acts 
of idolatry, considered all the rituals for diminishing authority, and even the 
irony of receiving shame instead of glory, having nakedness exposed, being 
forced to drink a cup of judgement, even the offerings of speech to an idol and 
God only requiring silence, there is another great story that brings all these 
elements together. 
 

*Pause* 
 

It is in the God-man Jesus Christ. 
 

 
Let’s remember the story of Christ coming to the cross: 
 
Christ did not utter a word when he was led to the cross, Christ chose the cup of 
God’s wrath in the garden of Gethsemane, that the wrath we earned in the 
garden of Eden would be His own. Instead of vanquishing His accusers in the 
court of law, He only replied with assertions of His kingship with “you have said 
I am the King of the Jews” 
 
While it was a tree with which we earned our judgment on, Christ bore it himself 
on a wooden cross. While we ate from the tree in the Garden and earned our 
nakedness and shame, Christ hung on a tree bearing our nakedness and shame. 
Instead of calling down legions of angels to help Him from the cross, He 
submitted to the will of the father and chose defeat. 
 

And for three days there was silence 
 

And though silence described the three days and appeared 
as death defeated the king of life, the silence was what 

confounded the glory of the world 
 
 



But the confounding of the world was not left silent, on the third day he rose 
again, and is now seated at the right hand of God the Father. And just like the 
last phrase in our passage we find that  
 

The Lord is in His Holy Temple 
 

And the glory of this truth, is that we have become the holy of 
holies, through His Spirit dwelling within each of us 

 

Let us pray 
 
 

 
  



“Part of the depravity inherent in sin is it’s insistence on involving others in it’s 
debauchery” Palmer Robertson 
 
Whenever a person’s desire looks to the creature rather than the creator, he is 
guilty of the same kind of foolishness. An insatiable desire for things not rightly 
possessed assumes that things can satisfy rather than God Himself. Whenever a 
person sets his priorities on the things made rather than on the Maker of things, 
he is guilty of idolatry”  Palmer Robertson 
 
“We need never shout across the spaces to an absent God. He is nearer than 
our own soul, closer than our most secret thoughts” A.W Tozer 
 
Worship is no longer worship when it reflects the culture around us more than 
the Christ within us- Tozer 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Time and time again, nations have fought against nation, peoples against 
peoples, tribe against tribe with some coming out on top ready to boast in their 
own glory. And yet, the God of the universe who is without rival, without contest 
to His glory, always has brought about the humiliation of the nations. 
 
And yet, His means is to confound their methods: 
 
Christ did not utter a word when he was led to the cross, Christ drank the bitter 
cup of God’s wrath, Christ (contrary to modern thought) endured the nakedness 
we earned in the garden while on that tree. All this He did that we may 
approach Him in silence because He has made us a temple wherein lies not only 
the holy place, but the holy of holies by His Spirit. 
 
 
 
 


