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Habakkuk series

Continuing our sermon series on Habakkuk, we come today to chapter 2:6-14. Please
open your Bibles and follow along or read along on the screen.

Habakkuk 2:6-14

6 “Will not all of them (Babylon’s captives) taunt him (Babylon) with ridicule and scorn,
saying,
“Woe to him who piles up stolen goods
and makes himself wealthy by extortion!
How long must this go on?’
7 Will not your creditors suddenly arise?
Will they not wake up and make you tremble?
Then you will become their prey.
8 Because you have plundered many nations,
the peoples who are left will plunder you.
For you have shed human blood;
you have destroyed lands and cities and everyone in them.

9“Woe to him (Babylon) who builds his house by unjust gain,
setting his nest on high
to escape the clutches of ruin!
19You have plotted the ruin of many peoples,
shaming your own house and forfeiting your life.
" The stones of the wall will cry out,
and the beams of the woodwork will echo it.

And a third time: 2 “Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed
and establishes a town by injustice!
13 Has not the Lord Almighty determined
that the people’s labor is only fuel for the fire,
that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing?
4 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge
of the glory of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Beloved Congregation,

Christian song writer and singer Lauren Daigle has a song that made me picture
Habakkuk’s sorrow and frustration. His pain and the cry of his heart. The last line of v.6
where he says, “How long must this go on?” How long must brutal forces like Babylon
beat down other nations, including Judah? Lauren Daigle says, "Sometimes faith



sounds strong. (But, other times) faith sounds like crying in the dark.” Then she sings
very powerfully,
Tonight the weight feels heavier than mountains
and these tired eyes can barely find the dawn.
Every prayer feels scattered in the silence,
still I'm reaching out to hold on.
I've been trying to be strong for everybody
while my soul is running empty day by day.
And the ache inside my chest keeps getting louder.
God, | need your peace to make a way.
When my knees can barely hold me,
when my faith begins to shake,
be the refuge for this broken heart.
Only you can keep me safe.

Chorus: God don’t leave me, I'm tired.
I've carried pain too long.

| need your arms around me

when | feel | can’t go on.

Be my shelter in the midnight

be my comfort when | cry

Hold me close when | am falling,
God, don’t leave me tonight.

To me, that song walks the tightrope between faith and waiting on the Lord.
Habakkuk is in that space of wanting to trust God while he gets the shocking news from
God that Jerusalem and Judah will be crushed by the wicked empire of Babylon. | can
hear him crying, “God, don’t leave me, I'm tired... lately all | feel are storms around me
and I'm scared of losing hope.” In his own words in v.6, the weary cry, Lord, “How long
must this go on?”

On the hoping and waiting side of Habakkuk’s struggle, our Scripture reading
today contains 3 of 5 so-called “woes”. These are responses to the tormentor by the
tormented. The “woes” are the words of Judah oppressed by Babylon. If God is right
that the suffering will end at some time, they are taking that to heart and waiting for it.
So, their woes are their words of hope, hope based on God’s word that the end will
come for Babylon’s domination, and that the injustice Babylon has done will be repaid.
Babylon will reap what they have sown. Justice is coming.

Justice is Coming

When we are wronged, the world can feel very unfair. God can even seem unjust.
But Habakkuk teaches us here that justice is coming. God’s good ways will prevail.
Listen again just to the first part of the three woes:
6“Woe to him who piles up stolen goods
and makes himself wealthy by extortion!



9 “Woe to him who builds his house by unjust gain,
12“Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed
and establishes a town by injustice!

The “woes” come down to recognizing that evil will not prevail forever. God holds
the world in his hands. His eyes see the wrong. And he alone has the power to enact
justice and also to turn evil to the profit of his people.

A commentary on Habakkuk 2 has some older English but it goes like this,

speaking about Babylon:

His ambition, derangement, and the final destruction of his mighty empire by the

Persians, shall form the foundation of many sententious sayings among the

people (the people here are the nations that Babylon has conquered. They will

look at fallen Babylon and say sententious or condemning things like,)

"He who towered so high, behold how low he is fallen!"

"He made himself a god; behold, (how) he herds with the beasts of the field!" And

"The disturber of the peace of the world is now a handful of dust!"
In other words, the Lord is promising that the tables will turn on Babylon. In time,
Babylon will reap what he has sown and those he has ruled with extortion, injustice and
bloodshed will be vindicated and relieved while Babylon receives the kind of treatment
he showed to others. But, until then, Habakkuk and his people must wait.

Hope and waiting go hand in hand. Think about that for yourself. If you've been
mistreated, you can know that the Lord is watching. You can know that justice will be
done in God’s time and his way and his justice is perfect justice. He sees perfectly what
has been done and the intent of the offender’s heart.

We can be assured, just like Habakkuk and Judah and all of Israel can be
assured that God’s justice will come down. God will use Persia to give Babylon a taste
of her own medicine. Moreover, in the book of Daniel there is a vision of a large statue
representing various mighty kingdoms. But it topples when God’s judgement comes
down. You see, no human kingdom has lasted throughout history. All eventually
crumble and only the kingdom of God will stand. That’s why we put our faith and hope
in our God. He will set everything right. Justice will be served in the end. So we hope in
the certainty of God’s promises and we wait.

Sadly, many of God’s people today have been deceived into putting our ultimate
hope in political solutions. It's not that we shouldn’t be engaged in politics. We should.
Every area of life must be brought under the lordship of Jesus. However, we see
Christians in our day falling into the trap of equating an earthly kingdom with the
kingdom of God. That’s not right. Again, not to say that we don’t want to support a
government that upholds justice. Of course we do. But our hope of ultimate justice
must come from our faith in God; it will not come from a kingdom of our own making.

God is not telling Habakkuk to put his hope in Persia who will pay back Babylon.
No, Habakkuk is reminded and we are told to put our hope in the Lord who rules the



world. Whether it’s personal injustice or national or international, we can know that God
is on the throne and all injustice will be settled justly by him. Judah had done wrong
and God sent them into exile at the hands of Babylon in order to turn their hearts back
to God. However, Babylon too would be held to account by God in his time and for his
purposes.

And that’s important for us to remember. God'’s purposes roll out in God’s time.
As he brings about justice, he does so with every act fulfilling his plan for the world.
Nothing is missed. All things work together. And for God’s children we can add, “for
good.” All things work together for good.

This means that when we face injustices on a personal level, the Lord sees and
promises to work it for our good, even if we are perplexed, upset, angry, fearful or
feeling like we can’t go on. Because of Jesus paying the just penalty for our sins on the
cross, taking our guilt, we can live in confidence that God is for us. In hardships, God is
for us. In our times of uncertainty, God is for us. When we are treated unjustly, God is
for us. When we are confused, anxious and fearful, God is still for us. He’s never
against us. He works all things together for our good because he’s for us. When | feel |
can’t go on, | must preach the truth to myself: God has it all in control. His plans are
working together for good. When we are perplexed, upset, angry or fearful, we will find
peace in the storm as we wait in faith.

This harkens back to the wonderful verse Pastor Tomas shared last Sunday from
the earlier part of this chapter: “the righteous will live by faith.” Faith is trusting God.
Trusting his plan. Trusting that while we live in the tension between present injustice
and future glory, God will make all things right. We can wait because justice is coming.

Future Glory

Along with that is the promise of future glory for God’s children. A future glory
awaits believers in Jesus. This is a time reflected in the last verse of our reading:
Hab 2:14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge
of the glory of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

This amazing verse is a promise that, despite present hardships or injustice,
God’s majesty will ultimately be universally recognized. "As the waters cover the sea"
implies total, uncontainable, and undeniable saturation. Just as the ocean floor is
completely submerged in water, the entire world will be completely saturated with the
knowledge of God. Instead of human empires built on violence, God’s kingdom of
peace will be ours and his glory will permanently fill the earth.

Philippians 2 pictures Jesus, our King, like this: Paul quotes an early Christian
hymn that points believers to the results of Jesus’ work. It starts by reminding us of
Jesus’ humiliation—Ilaying down his life to serve humanity, dying for our sins, then



rising victorious from the dead and ascending on high as King. The song speaks of
Jesus’ victory in vv.9-11,
Php 2.9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
T and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Because Jesus accomplished salvation for us, he returned to heaven exalted as the
King of kings and Lord of lords.

Now, friends, everyone of us is invited to exalt Jesus as the King he is. When the
end comes and Jesus returns in victory as our eternal King, then every knee will bow
which will be amazing.

More closely related to God’s coming judgement, Paul writes in Romans 14 that
we should be careful about judging others because God is the only one who judges
justly. So we read in v.11,

Rom 14:11 "It js written: ‘As surely as | live,” says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow
before me; every tongue will acknowledge God.™
This reminds us that everyone will stand before the judgment seat of Jesus, our ultimate
judge and King to give an account. All who put their hope in human kingdoms will see
that these kingdoms failed because they were built on human effort alone. They
suffered from injustice and corruption.

There’s only one eternal and perfect kingdom—the kingdom of our Lord Jesus,
the kingdom of God Almighty, the absolute sovereign of all, before whom all nations and
people eventually submit and are judged.

Those who trust the Lord Jesus and belong to his kingdom are those who
already now bend the knee and confess Jesus as Lord and King. We don’t do it
perfectly yet, but that day is coming. As people who believe in Christ’s glorious coming
kingdom, we make it our aim to live now as we will then. Because of the promise and
certainty of forgiveness through Jesus, because of the complete satisfaction for our sin,
and because of the certainty of Christ’s glorious kingdom that awaits us, it is important
for us to take justice seriously now. It's important to take kingdom living seriously.

After all, we are God’s people. We ought not to succumb to the ways of Judah.
Remember, God sent his own people into exile because they themselves were
aggressors, treating one another unjustly, getting rich on the backs of the poor,
mistreating one another by living immoral lives. They were much like Babylon which
pursued riches at all cost and lived by extortion and injustice for her own gain. That’s
not God’s will for us. While sin can be forgiven through our precious Lord Jesus, we
should not intentionally harm others in our daily lives for our own profit.



Friends, it is our Lord’s desire that we live just lives. That parents treat their
children well. That children honour those in authority over them. That wives respect
their husband and husbands tenderly love and serve their wives and children as Christ
loves us. That we conduct our business—as sellers or buyers—with the best interest of
our neighbours in mind. That we not back-stab friends but treat others as we would like
to be treated.

In other words, our lives ought to reflect the truth we believe that Jesus is King.
We live in light of the certainty of Jesus’ just payment for our sin. For in that, he
delivered us from bondage to self-serving enterprise, that extorts and crushes others.
No, we aim to live like our king, serving as he served. And so his kihgdom comes as
we do his will. We live for him and love our neighbours knowing that a time is coming
when all wrongs will be righted, and we will enjoy his glorious kingdom. Thanks be to
Jesus.



