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Habakkuk series

3 1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet. On shigionoth.

2 Lord, | have heard of your fame;
| stand in awe of your deeds, Lord.
Repeat them in our day,
in our time make them known;
in wrath remember mercy.
3 God came from Teman,
the Holy One from Mount Paran.
His glory covered the heavens
and his praise filled the earth.
4 His splendor was like the sunrise;
rays flashed from his hand,
where his power was hidden.
5 Plague went before him;
pestilence followed his steps.
6 He stood, and shook the earth;
he looked, and made the nations tremble.
The ancient mountains crumbled
and the age-old hills collapsed—
but he marches on forever.
| saw the tents of Cushan in distress,
the dwellings of Midian in anguish.
8 Were you angry with the rivers, Lord?
Was your wrath against the streams?
Did you rage against the sea
when you rode your horses
and your chariots to victory?
9You uncovered your bow,
you called for many arrows.
You split the earth with rivers;
0 the mountains saw you and writhed.
Torrents of water swept by;
the deep roared
and lifted its waves on high.
" Sun and moon stood still in the heavens
at the glint of your flying arrows,
at the lightning of your flashing spear.
21n wrath you strode through the earth
and in anger you threshed the nations.
3You came out to deliver your people,
to save your anointed one.
You crushed the leader of the land of wickedness,
you stripped him from head to foot.
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4 With his own spear you pierced his head
when his warriors stormed out to scatter us,
gloating as though about to devour
the wretched who were in hiding.
5You trampled the sea with your horses,
churning the great waters.
6] heard and my heart pounded,
my lips quivered at the sound;
decay crept into my bones,
and my legs trembled.
Yet | will wait patiently for the day of calamity
to come on the nation invading us.
7 Though the fig tree does not bud
and there are no grapes on the vines,
though the olive crop fails
and the fields produce no food,
though there are no sheep in the pen
and no cattle in the stalls,
8 yet | will rejoice in the Lord,
| will be joyful in God my Savior.
®The Sovereign Lord is my strength;
he makes my feet like the feet of a deer,
he enables me to tread on the heights.
For the director of music. On my stringed instruments.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Friends in Christ,

When life doesn’t go our way and we’re perplexed by God’s plans, what do
we do? Well, according to our Bible reading, we should pray and ponder. Then by
God'’s grace, our sighing will turn to singing. Does that sound unrealistic? Maybe
too simple? Well, let’s dig in and see what we can learn from the prophet
Habakkuk’s prayer.

The whole chapter is a prayer but it's divided into three sections.

Humility
The prayer begins with humility.

If you hadn’t read the previous two chapters of Habakkuk, you might not
fully appreciate the words of this chapter. So, think back with me for a moment.

Remember that this book starts with Habakkuk complaining or lamenting to
God that the people of Judah are not living like God’s people should. They are
worshiping idols, instead of the LORD. They are mistreating each other in all sorts



of ways—dealing corruptly with one another, cheating, the stronger are trampling
the weak and there are various kinds of immorality, including sexual immorality.
The people of God called to be a light to the nations are pretty much living like the
people all around them. There is almost no light to be seen. It seems that
Habakkuk wants God to bring a revival of faith.

In response to Habakkuk’s complaint, however, the LORD tells him that in
the not-too-distant future, the Babylonians are going to come with their powerful
armies. They will drag the people of Judah from their land, destroy Jerusalem and
the temple and many of the people will die. Imagine if you ask God to help you with
a problem. You're concerned about serious sin happening in your family or
community. Then God says, “Things are going to get worse. Punishment is
coming. Wrath is coming.”

That leads to Habakkuk’s second complaint where he questions why God
would punish his people by using a nation like Babylon that is more wicked and
perverse than Judah and Israel and should therefore be first in line for punishment.
God’s response is that Babylon will get her due in God’s time. God is working out
his purposes through it all.

Now then we get to Habakkuk’s prayer. Will it be more complaining? No,
surprisingly! Instead, there is reverence and humility. The astonishment with God’s
plan to punish both Israel and Babylon is gone. Now there is a spirit of silence
spoken of in the last verse of chapter 2:

Hab 2:20 The LORD is in his holy temple;

let all the earth be silent before him.
That’s what happens when you recognize the glory and majesty of God.

We have our ideas of how life should go, how we should be protected and
how God should treat us. But Habakkuk is humble here. While he doesn’t pretend
to understand how God will accomplish the good he intends, Habakkuk has come
to the point of trusting that God is God and God is good. In fact, it's almost like he’s
come to the point of saying, “How could | have been so dumb as to question the
LORD?”

Now his eyes are open, and he changes his questions to awe and a humble
petition in verse 2:
Hab3:2 | ORD, | have heard of your fame;
| stand in awe of your deeds, LORD.
Repeat them in our day,
in our time make them known;
in wrath remember mercy.
His mouth opens in awe of God’s works. He knows that the LORD, his covenant
God, is doing good work, but it's work that the mind of a human cannot quite
comprehend without question. We have questions because we can’t see the end of
the show. We can’t see how it all turns out.



But we don’t have to doubt God’s good plan. We don’t need to fear that God
will not do good work in our lives. That’s a certainty for his children—his covenant
people. Habakkuk now accepts that truth. He humbles himself before this
ultimately loving plan of God. And he trusts that God is up to good just as he has
shown himself to be good and faithful in the past.

Waiting for this good to be revealed is hard for us humans. We're not good
at waiting, right? But we have the promise of God that he’s working all things
together for our good. Habakkuk has come to trust that now. His prayer therefore
is, “LORD, do it again!”

| stand in awe of your deeds, LORD.

Repeat them in our day,

in our time make them known;

In other words, “LORD, since you are up to good—even through the hardships we
endure—continue your good work in our time. Change the hearts of your people.
Revive us. Let us stand in awe of your presence and your work too, just like those
believers before us learned to do.

He adds in that last line of v.2, “in wrath remember mercy.” LORD, in
keeping with your faithfulness laid out in your covenant promises, remember your
children when punishment comes on the wicked. Remember that you are a God of
mercy. Back in chapter 1, Habakkuk longed for the wicked to be punished for their
evil deeds and for God to bring about revival among his people. Now here he is
humbly asking God that his faithful children not be swept away with the wicked
when the time of punishment comes. He knows the people of God do deserve
wrath because of how they’ve been living and neglecting the LORD, but he prays
for God to show mercy, just as he has done in the past.

Beloved, we have no merit of our own by which we earn God’s favour. No,
we must appeal to his mercy alone. We can be nothing but humble when we
understand God’s greatness and then look to him for mercy.

Pondering

Following this prayer that begins with humility, Habakkuk recalls God’s good
works in the past. He ponders those great stories of the past. Habakkuk knew his
history. He rehearsed it before God in prayer, giving thanks for God’s care and
provision in the past that it might encourage him in the present.

There is so much imagery in this section from v.3 to v.15 that we can’t go
into all the details. But just notice that Habakkuk is pondering the mighty deeds of
the LORD for his people in the past. The main illusion in his pondering focuses on
the Exodus—the plagues and pestilence which brought mighty Egypt to her knees.
But there’s references to God’s power displayed in creation—separating the waters
above and below and the mountains writhing. These are also illusions that could
refer to the flood at the time of Noah but more generally were seen as signs of
God’s power and judgement. Likewise, when Joshua led the conquest of the



Promised Land, nations shook in fear as God fought for his people and walls fell
down with just a shout. Habakkuk’s point is that the LORD is almighty and he
always came through for his people.

In v.3, he speaks of God coming from Teman and Mount Paran. That is the
route by which God appeared as he came to deliver Israel from Egypt. God
showed up. It was the route taken by the prophet Elijah when he was in despair.
He complained to God about the smashed altars and the broken covenant. But this
is the place where God showed up. He came to Elijah in mercy with a still, small
voice, to encourage him and to revive him for the mission of being God’s
spokesman. Time and again, God displayed his undisputed power over the forces
of chaos, represented by things like the dreaded sea. And to have this God as his
God gives Habakkuk confidence, hope and joy.

We do well to remember and ponder how the Lord has come through for us
too. First of all, we do that by recounting God’s work in the past with his covenant
people as Habakkuk did. But then on a personal level as well, think about how he
worked through hardship even to bring about good for you. Again, it's not always
easy to see without the passing of years. And some things we’ll never understand
on this side of glory. But we can hear the testimonies of our family, friends and
church about the times God showed up. | can tell you again, for example, that
when our daughter Rachel was so sick 8 years ago, God was there. And when |
think of our brother Louis who passed away last week, God was with him right from
the start of his cancer battle. Do you remember what Louis said to us? “If you ask
me how I'm doing, I'll always say good because God is with me.” Something like
that. It was beautiful and it is true. Think about your history too. Where have you
seen or felt God’s presence? What can you call to mind and ponder? Remember
that he showed up because he’s always with us.

Habakkuk reminds us in summary, of God’s saving acts in the past, when
he says,
Hab 3:12 In wrath you strode through the earth
and in anger you threshed the nations.
3 You came out to deliver your people,
to save your anointed one.
Again, a reference to the Exodus where God delivered his people and punished
the enemy. God’s people are his anointed one as a body, but this ultimately points
to the Anointed One, singular, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah.

That’s the one thing we can ponder that Habakkuk couldn’t. Friends, any
time you wrestle with what God is up to, you ought to ponder Jesus. If you ever
think for a minute that God is not for you or even that he is against you, you must
ponder our Lord Jesus. The Anointed One is translated as Messiah in Hebrew and
Christ in Greek. It means the chosen one set apart by God for God’s holy purpose.
And that is none other than our Lord Jesus. In the song, “In Christ Alone”, we sing
that the wrath of God was satisfied on the cross of Jesus.



Believing in Jesus, the Anointed One, frees us from the wrath of God
against sin. The penalty is paid. We are God’s favoured people because Jesus
came to deliver us. He showed up for us! Now, we are God’s anointed one
because of Jesus. So always remember that. Ponder it when you’re not sure
what’s going on in your life, whether it's a death, an unwelcome change of some
kind, a graduation that creates a lot of questions about your future, or anything
else. You are loved; your life is not random events without purpose. The Lord
Jesus not only saves us from sin but ensures that our Sovereign God is working all
things together for our good. Ponder Jesus and you'll see that God intentionally
came into our world and our life to save us—body and soul. It all matters.

Knowing God’s plan and purpose would prevail, gave Habakkuk the ability
to confess at the end of v.16,

Yet | will wait patiently for the day of calamity

to come on the nation invading us.

Habakkuk is learning to rest in God’s ways and to trust God’s timing for justice
when it comes to Babylon. Habakkuk’s humility has led to pondering, which has led
to a restful heart in the midst of hardships and questions. We can have that too,
with even more confidence and certainty. We know that Jesus has already
defeated Satan and he is bringing all things under his reign. In fact, one day every
knee will bow before him as Lord of lords. He’s on the throne and we’re in his care
where we will never be abandoned or forsaken because Jesus faced God’s wrath
in our place.

That leads, finally, to praise.
Praise

The closing words of this book and this prayer are perhaps one of the most
rich confessions of faith in the Bible. Habakkuk is trusting God even when things
don’t go his way because he knows the LORD has it all in his care.

Hab 3:17 Though the fig tree does not bud

and there are no grapes on the vines,
though the olive crop fails
and the fields produce no food,
though there are no sheep in the pen
and no cattle in the stalls,
'8 yet | will rejoice in the Lord,
I will be joyful in God my Savior.
9 The Sovereign LORD is my strength;
he makes my feet like the feet of a deer,
he enables me to tread on the heights.

He is not saying that he will rejoice if his crops all fail and his barns are
empty. Rather, circumstances and things are not what determines his joy. Instead,
his heart is on God our Saviour. The LORD is his source of joy and his strength in
all circumstances. Habakkuk is at peace, resting in God’s justice, God’s



righteousness, God’s good and perfect plan. Thus, he feels confident in his walk
through life. God’s grace enables him to handle the peaks and valleys like a sure-
footed deer on the steep edges of the mountain.

You may have heard me say it before but | always find it so wonderful that
David, in Psalm 23, says he is walking through the valley of the shadow of death.
The newer versions says, “through the darkest valley.” But | don’t think people
usually walk in those places. They run because it’'s dark and scary. Yet David talks
of walking. You see, friends, with God’s presence, we can walk in these places,
just like a deer walks confidently on the heights though that is a dangerous place.

We can face the challenging times in our life by humbling ourselves before
God, recognizing that he is almighty and loving. He knows the plans he has for us.
Because he’s almighty and wise, he can and does work all things together for our
good, even though we, like Habakkuk, can’t always see how he can pull that off.
So we ponder on his amazing work in the past, bringing freedom through the
Exodus, and bringing grace through the cross of Christ. We look back at what he
has done to see that he can—and he will—do it again. Let us rest in the comfort of
knowing that our life is so completely in God’s hands that nothing happens by
chance. It’s all part of his magnificent plan to help us know him better, enjoy living
under his grace more and letting our lives be used for his glory. May our
confidence in God’s good plans for us allow our lives to be sacrifice of praise to
him every day.

Amen.



